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Fort Scott, in Kansas, sixty or seventy miles from || attempted to prove by this record; for this record 
Springfield, and Colonel Montgomery’s regiment || shows that he took no notice of Lyon until the 3d | 
at Leavenworth, Kansas, all of which could have |, of August, nine days afier hisarrival in St. Louis, | 
reached Springfield before the 10th of August, and || although I have shown that he had ample force 
in time to have reinforced Lyon. There were other | under his command, in addition to that which he || cavalry, would have harassed them and cut them 
regiments, including Bayle’s, Frederick’s, Shef- || sent to Cairo. The only remaining question is, || off, especially as they would have been embar- 
fer’s, Smith’s and Coler’s, then at or near St. || whether there was time, in the period intervening |, rassed and impeded by the large nambers of Union 
Louis, which regiments I presume are included in || between the 25th of July, the date of his arrival || men fleeing with their wives and children, Gen- 
the statement of Colonel Chester Harding, jr., as | in St. Louis, and the 10th of August, when the |, eral Lyon thought his best course was to attack 
comprising the thirty-six hundred men in the St. || battle was fought, to deaw in his forces and send || the enemy in front. He did attack them and lost 
Louis arsenal on the 5th of August. As the regi- || them to reinforce Lyon. From St. Louis to Rolla, | his life, but saved his army and won a vietory. 
ments not named by him in his statementare enu- || by railroad, the distance is one hundred and eleven || That victory did not bear fruit, but that was not 
merated in the Republican newspaper of St. Louis || miles; from Rolla to Springfield, one hundredand |, the fault of the general who ordered the battle or 
as being at the arsenal, and under marching or- || fifteen miles, with a road firm and hard, though || the men who fought and won it; it was the fault 
ders, on the 6th of August. From this statement || rough and broken. Sigel, in his first expedition to || of another. The battle need not to have been 
itis very clear that there were ten thousand men | Springfield, made the same distance in much less || fought that day, if there had been any hope of suc- 
fully armed and equipped which might have been || time than fifteen days. The distance has been || cor; it might have been delayed possibly for a 
used to reinforce Lyon, if General Fremont had || traversed before and since by large armies, in | week. It was simply because Lyon, as he then 
had the capacity to appreciate the difficulties sur- || much less time, and we have General Frémont’s || stated, considered himself abandoned, and was 
rounding Lyon, instead of making those difficul- || own authority for saying that Springfield is only ||. hopeless of receiving reinforcements, and-felt that 
ties an excuse for his purchase of Austrian guns, || a week’s march from St. Louis. || this was the only road to safety, thatthe battle was 
and breaking down under that effort for his relief, | 1 am willing to rest the case here. I think that |, fought. 
and making no other movement, and giving no || I have proven that he had ample notice, ample The next point to which TI shall ask the atten- 
other order for that purpose, except the order to || time, and ample force with which to have relieved | tion of the House is the siege and fall of Lexing- 
move two regiments, the only regiments at that || Lyon; but the difficulty was that he had no ap- || ton, the most disastrous blow which the Union 
time among those I have enumerated, whose posi- || preciation of Lyon’scondition. He told Governor || cause has received in the whole war, if we regard 
tions made it impossible they should reach Lyon || Gamble, of Missouri, who went to him to urge || it in the aspect of the number of prisoners taken, 
by the 10th of August. He not only made no || upon him the necessity of sending forward rein- |, and the number of arms, munitions of war, stores, 
other effort, but, so far from it, transportation || foreements, that Lyon was strongerthananybody | money, and other valuables lost to the Govern- 
which was at Rolla, and which might have been || else upon his line. If further proof were needed || ment and captured by the enemy. The number 
used to forward troops to Springfield if Frémont || it would be found in the fact, that immediately | of killed and wounded on our side was not very 
had had any intention of sending them, was on || upon the receiptof the newsof the battle of Spring- || large, and did not exceed two hundred men, but 
the 4th of August discharged from service at Rolla || field he sent forward Palmer’s and Turner’s regi- || the enemy took three thousand prisoners, upwards 
aud brought back to St. Louis. ments, and two other regiments, all of which || of one thousand horses, three thousand stand of 
1 assert that Fremont had notice of Lyon’s || reached Rolla within three days after the news |) small arms, four heavy guns, wagons, stores, and 
verilous condition before he left the city of New || of the battle, and all of which might have been || munitions of war, and nearly half a miliion of do!- 
York for St. Louis. 1 received a dispatch from || sent on the first day he arrived in St. Louis. The || lars in money. General Fremont says that the 
General Lyon while I was in Washington during || pretext now put up by himself for not sending || first news he received of Price’s advance upon 
the extra session of Congress, on or about the || them, and which is also to be found in the certifi- || Lexington was on the 12th of September, the day 
18:h of July, stating that Price was advancing || cate given him by Colonel Chester Harding, jr., || of Mulligan’s arrival at that place. The fact is, 
upon him with a force of thirty thousand men, || was that they were required in northeast Missouri || that it had been known for weeks that Price was 
and that he would be overwhelmed unless rein- || to prevent an uprising of the rebels. The factis, || advancing into that part of the State, and Mulli- 
forced. My brother, Montgomery Blair, trans- || that these troops were withdrawn from northeast || gan went to Lexington to take possession of it, 
mitted that message to General Frémont in New |} Missouri before the battle of Springfield, Palmer’s || and hold it, against Price’s advance. The dis- 
York, urging him at the same time to proceed to || regiment arriving in St. Louis on the 10th of Au- || patch of Mulligan, to which General Fremont re- 
the West. When General Fremont arrived at || gust,and there was no organized body ofsecession- || fers to support his statement, proves simply that 
St. Louis he was met by a messenger from Gen- || ists there when Frémontarrived in the State,and |) on the 12th of August he received news that Price 
eral Lyon, Major Barnard G. Farrar, attached to |} Palmer, in his letter above quoted, states: ‘* If it || had arrived at Warrensburg, thirty-five miles dis- 
Lyon’s staff, who came from Lyon with urgent || be inquired what all these regiments were doing, || tant from Lexington, with an army estimated at 
entreaties for reinforcements. Captain John S. || the answer is, eating their rations and holding the || from twelve to fifteen thousand. ‘Two days after- 
Cavender, of the first regiment Missouri volun- || railroads.’? Everybody knows that these troops || wards Frémont made a statement of the forces 
teers, also came from Lyon upon the same errand, || could have been better spared from northeast Mis- || under his command, which | here give: 
and returned, and was afterwards wounded at the || souri, or indeed from any other part of the State Heapquarrers Western DeParTMeENT, 
battle of Wilson’s Creek. ColonelJohnS. Phelps, || before the battle of Springfield, than they could September 14, 1861. 
a member of this House from the Springfield dis- || afterwards, because that event inspired the rebels |, Te the Hon. Simon Cameron, = 
trict, made the same statements to Frémont, and || with hope and confidence, and set them to organ- | Subjoined is cs naan a8 we. Reekingtene ds S. 
placed in his hands a written statement from Gen- || izing all over the State. The sum total of his at- 


. ° St. Louis, including home guard............+. eos Sree 
eral Lyon, which will be found among the docu- || tempts to succor Lyon may be thus stated. He || Under Brigadier General Pope, inciuding home guard 5.483 
ments attached to Fremont’s defense, in which 


made no effort at all until it was too late. He | ene Se erenetibe taney be 
Lyon said that Missouri would be devastated || ordered two regiments forward, but made no ar- |, 7°H°PsOh Clty, one fourth home guard... ..see. see Oe 


be saved, it being unsupported and beyond the 
hopeof any succor. If they had attempted to re- 
treat over the broken roads, through the defiles end 
forests to Rolla, the enemy having a large force of 








a ; . ; TDR onc operon agencoseanba cevacs os shes nate smnens a tenee 
unless he was reinforced. Frémont, therefore, || rangements for transportation; and that these two |, [ronton....... etd LSoeees fh, Lt 8 BE eet aay | 3,057 
had ample knowledge of the position in which || regiments, so ordered, had the least chance of get- | Cape Girardeau... ..cccc cece cece ceeeeeceeeeeeees 050 
Lyon stood. He had that knowledge when he || ting to Springfield in time. Bird’s Point and Nortolh..+.5.s+sr0.eeesecases sone SSID 
left New York, and it was repeated to him in Jt was under these circumstancesthat Lyon was | pen Wek cask cane Remake deer 4 
the most urgent terms when he arrived in St. || forced, by the condition in which he found himself, || paducah........ccecscceccccceccececececeeeeccess 7,191 
Louis. He seems to have disregarded it alto- || toengagetheenemy twenty-three thousand strong, || Under General Lane........ssecee eee eeerer sevens 25200 
gether, and to have paid no aitention to the wants || 900 


with his force of less than five thousand men, in one | Mound City, near CAWO..6+. sevecseereesesererers 
of the most sanguinary and deadly conflicts that 
ever took place on this continent, and which re- 
sulted in a victory and driving the enemy from 
the field. After the battle was over and the enemy 
had disappeared from sight, it was discovered that 
during che tremendous struggle which they had 
endured, the ammunition of our forces had been || six thousand men under his command. 
almost entirely expended, and they had suffered {Here the hammer fell.} 7 
so much that it was not possible, if the enemy || Mr. COLFAX. If the gentleman from Mis- 
should return and renew the attack, for them to || souri has not concluded his remarks, | hope he 
hold their ground, and therefore they retired un- || will be allowed to do so. 
molested. They were never pursued. The enemy No objection was made. 
showed no disposition to engage them again. Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. IT am very much 
They plundered the bodies of the slain, but never | obliged to the committee and tothe gentleman from 
| attacked the remnant of Lyon’s army. Frémont | Indiana for the courtesy which has been shown 
has done injustice to the men who at Springfield | me. | am well s*tisfied that it could be shown 
|| risked everything for their country, by speaking | that Fremont had a larger force at this time. His 
| of itas adefeat. It was a disaster, but no defeat. |) adjutant general, Captain MeKeever, informed 
Inthe opinion of Lyonand his officers, toattack the }| me, on or about the middle of October, one month 
| enemy was the only way in which the army could || later, that General Frémont had upwards of ninety 





of Lyon until the 3d of August. It does not 
appear that he even opened communication with 
Lyon until his return from Cairo. Lyon’s letter 
of August 9, in response to one from Frémont, 
does not disclose any encouragement held out to 
him by Fremont’s letter, to which his is in reply. 
Fremont’s letter to Lyon is not published, for 
some reason best known to himself. He has 
favored the public with a great many of his letters 
upon matters wholly immaterial, and has chosen 
to keep back this letter, which might have dis- 
closed what his views were at that time, and what 
his intentions were with regard to reinforcing 
Lyon. I know of no subject connected with 
General Frémont’s career which at this moment 
would have so much interest for the public. 

He says that Lyog had tHe assurance that he was 


| Total of present and absent on detached duty.......55,693 
JOHN C. FREMONT, 
Major General Commanding, 


It will be seen from the above that, according 
| to his own showing, he had at the time near!y fifty- 


——————————————— 





os 


doing everything he could for him. If he had that | 
assurance, it is more than anybody else has been 
abletodiscover. If he had, itis more than he has 
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thousand men under his command in the depart- Wit was a case in which he knew ct day,or had || the approach of Frémont’s overwhelming force, 
i 


ment of the West; but [ am content to take his |! the means of knowing, whether 


own gatements. Mulligan was ordered to Lex- | 


ingtoM, to take and hold it until relieved. The 
dispatches which he sent to Colonel Jefferson C. 
Davis, commanding at Jefferson City, and which 
are annexed to Frémont’s statement, show that 


such were his instructions, for he declares his | 


determination to hold it, and asks that reinforce- 
ments be sent to him. But for these instructions, 
he could have saved his command by crossing the 


river in the two ferry-boats and a steamboat which | 


~ at the landing of Lexington, and thus put the 
issouri river between him and Price, who would 


have had no means of crossing over and follow- | 


ing him. He could thus have joined his forces | 


to those of Sturgis on the north side of the river, 
and made a stand against Price. But he was or- 
dered to hold Lexington until relieved. He was 
sent there for that purpose and none other, and 
he obeyed the order. When General Frémont 
gave that order, he must have had an opinion as 
to his ability to reinforce Mulligan in time; he 


must have supposed either that he was able or that | 


he was not able to doit. If he believed he was 
able to do it, and then failed, the responsibility of 
giving such instructions, by which three thousand 
men with their arms, ammunition, seperate, 
munitions of war, and stores fell into the hands of 
the enemy, must rest = him. If he gave such 
instructions without be 





ieving that he could rein- | 


force Mulligan in time, then the responsibility that | 


rests upon him is unrelieved by any redeeming 
feature. 

This latter construction has been placed upon 
his conduct by two newspapers published in St. 


Louis, the Democrat and Republican, both advo- | 
cates and apologists of his administration of the 


executed or not; and after the loss of a few days, 
when he found his orders were not being executed, 
it was still in his power to take the matter in his own 
hands, and by moving the troops from St. Louis 
and Jefferson City, he could have reached Lexing- 
ton inthree days by the river, reinforced Mulligan, 
and destroyed Price’s army. 

Afier the fall of Lexington he had full time to 
have rushed upon Price and destroyed him before 
he left that city, where he remained for ten days 
after its capture. He announced his intention to 


|| do so in a telegraphic dispatch to the President. 


He remained —— week in St. Louis after this 
announcement. e went to Jefferson City by 
railroad, and remained there another weck; not 


| leaving there with his army until Price moved off 


leisurely froma Lexington. He went then in the 
direction of Sedalia, on the Pacific railroad, and 
remained nearly another week. He then marched 
off to Warsaw and Springfield, and reached the 
latter place one month after leaving St. Louis, a 
distance of about one hundred and fifty miles by 
railroad, and less than a hundred and thirty by 


land. He started on his expedition with anarmy || 


_ of forty thousand men, sufficient to have con- 


fronted every secessionist on the western bank of 


the Mississippi. With that army he reached || 


Springfield in disorder and confusion, the divis- 
ion of General Hunter being compelled by his 
orders to make forced marches by night and day 


|| to relieve the panic fears of a leader whose enemy 


western department. The Democrat of September || 


25, in announcing the fall of Lexington, and no- 
ticing the movements against Price’s victorious 
army, says: 

*“ All look to the grand movement for the complete en- 
trapping of the rebel army under General Price, to the ac- 
complishment of which, we are disposed to believe, the 


capture of Colonel Mulligan was but one of the predeterm- 
ined necessities.”’ 


The Republican contained an article of the 
same tenor. I take a different view of it. Ido 
not think Frémont meditated the destruction of 


Mulligan. He doubtless believed he had the force | 


to succor him, and he simply lacked the capacity 
to wield it. 1 point tothe number of troops then 
under his command, and the positions they occu- 
pied, as shown by the statement of his adjutant 
general, which I have already quoted to prove 
that he had ample force, if he cal known how to 
use it. Everybody in Missouri, prior to the fall 
of Lexington, friend and foe alike, believed that 
he would succeed in cutting off and destroying 
Price’s army. 

The statement already referred to which I hold 
in my hand, shows that he had nearly seven thou- 
sand men in St. Louis; under General Pope, in 
North Missouri, five thousand four hundred; in 
Lexington, including the home guard, two thou- 
sand four hundred; (the real force in Lexington 
was three thousand ;) at Jefferson City, nearly ten 
thousand men; a¢ Rolla, four thousand seven hun- 
dred, and under General Lane, two thousand two 
hundred. All of these forces were within less than 
a week’s march of Lexington; ‘all of them could 
have been brought to bear upon Lexington in less 
than a week; in all, upwards of thirty thousand 
men, armed and equipped. Mulligan held out for 
nine days. Price held possession for ten days of 
Lexington, after the capture of Mulligan, making 
inall nineteen days. The army with which he in- 
vested Lexington was reported at from ten to fif- 
teen thousand. He was reinforced by Harris and 
Green with five thousand men, who traversed the 
State from its eastern boundary, crossing the river 
at Glasgow and reaching Lexington before its fall, 
traveling the whole distance by land, and aiding 
in its capture. In the mean time, General Fré- 
mont, with the railroads at his command to carr 
his troops within sixty miles of Lexington, with 
the river and abundant transportation to carry his 
troops to the city of Lexington itself, and land 
them at the foot of the hill on which Mulligan was 
making his gallant defense, failed to send a single 
man to his assistance. He alleges that he gave 
orders that were not executed. It was a case in 
which he should have executed his own orders. 
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was sixty miles away and in full retreat. Was | 
he disturbed by thoughts of the neglected Lyon, | 


or of that other gallant soldier who succumbed to 
famine in the trenches of Lexington, while he in- 
dulged his vanity in the pomp and parade of the 
inauguration of Benton barracks? It is a curious 
coincidence, marking the trivial and frivolous 


character of the man, that at the very moment | 


when the cry of distress came with its wildest ac- 


cents from both Wilson’s Creek and Lexington, | 


it was drowned by the music of a holiday parade, 
the only warlike sound that ever smote on our 
general’s ear; and it is not the less curious that he 


who could be so indifferent to the dangers that | 


beset Lyon and Mulligan, should turn pale at the 
visionary terrors of the approach of Price’s Fal- 
staffian army in buckram and Kendal green, 
when he was surrounded and defended by a well- 
appointed army of more than forty thousand men. 
lt he had made half the haste to succor Lyon or 
to relieve Mulligan as he did in ordering up Hun- 
ter to his own relief, it would have been better for 
his fame, and far better for the country. Yet l 
would not impugn his personal courage. A man 
may be physically brave, but so conscious of the 
want of faculties to answer the responsibilities of 
a great occasion as to be paralyzed by it. Fré- 
mont was in consternation with such apprehen- 
sion amid affairs he could not manage. 

In his own summing up of the results of his 
command in Missouri, he declares that it is un- 


| reasonable to expect that a general shall always 


be victorious. It is equally unreasonable to ex- 
pect that our generals shall always be defeated. 
Te adds that when he had completed the organi- 
zation of his army, and got it into the field, and 
commenced handling it, that he was victorious at 
all points. He cites the instances of Zagonyi’s 
charge at Springfield and the battle of Frederick- 
ton. Something has already been said in this 
Hall of the battle of Frederickton. I did not 
make any observation upon it at the time, because 
I had not seen the dispatches produced by the gen- 
tleman from Indiana on that occasion. The occa- 
sion of their production was a statement made by 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gurxey] that the 
battle was fought against the orders of the com- 
manding general, and that therefore he was not 
entitled to the credit of winning it. It would 
appear on the face of the telegraphic dispatches 


produced by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. | 


Suanks] that General Fremont did not order the 
concerted movement on Frederickton, which was 


the only victory won in the hundred days in | 


Missouri. The charge of Zagonyi was, in no 
sense,a victory. Zagonyiand the men under him 


made a gallant charge; they went in and came | 


out very much worsted, and fell back twenty-five 
miles. There could be no result from the charge 
to compensate for the loss it occasioned, as Spring- 


field must necessarily have fallen without loss upon | 


s orders were || The action was brave indeed, and the men who 


performed it deserve applause. The general who 
ordered such a sacrifice without any advantage to 
be obtained from it, deserves nothing but censure 

| _ The dispatches read by the gentleman from |p- 
| diana to prove that General Frémont ordered the 
battle of Frederickton do not sustain that theory 

but prove the reverse of it. The dispatches read by 
the gentleinan from Ohio [Mr. Gurey] establish 
the absolute truth of his statement that it was 
fought against General Frémont’s orders. A)| of 
the dispatches taken together prove that if Fre. 
mont had not been providentially taken away from 
St. Louis, and out of the reach of the telegraph 

he would have been without a single victory to 
illustrate his hundred days. The first dispatch js 
from Colonel Carlin, commanding at Pilot Knob, 
announcing the approach of Jeff Thompson’s 
army. I read it: 


(1) (Vol. 5, p. 94, 
(Special Messenger.) Pitor Knos, October 15, 1861, 

Captain C. McKeever, 4. 4. G.: 

Jeff Thompson is reported twenty-two miles east, near 
Farmington. I require two more regiments if you can send 
them. I will attack him and follow him up. His force js 
| estimated at three thousand, (3,000.) The telegraph js 

broken or cut, and I fear the railroad will be obstructed. 

CARLIN, Colonel Commanding. 

The second dispatch shows that Frémont was 
_ out of reach of the telegraph, and was, fortunately 
| for the country, where he could not interfere with 
the disposition of the troops called on to act 
_against Thompson. He was twenty-five miles 
| south of Syracuse, and could only be communi- 

| cated with by express. The date of the dispatch 
is the night of the 15th of October. I present it: 


(2) (Vol. 4, p, 94. 
Syracuse, October 15, 1861. 
| Captain C. McKeever, 4. 4. G.: 
|| Rumor reports the destruction of long bridge, on Tron 
Mountain road, and the capture by the enemy of its guard. 
General Frémont is to-nizht twenty-five miles south of 
here. Dispatches sent to me can reach him by express from 
| this place. McKINSTRY, Brigadier General. 





| 

| 

|| The dispatches which I shall now read prove 
| that the movements which led to the defeat of 
| Thompson, at Frederickton, were concerted be- 
'| tween General Curtis and Captain C. McKeever, 
|| who agreed cordially upon the measures necessary 
to be taken. The dates of these dispatches prove 
that Frémont had no hand in them: 


3) Vol. 5, p. 100 
Benton Barracks, October 16, 1861. 
| C. M. McKeever, 4. 4. G.: 
| Who commands south of St. Louis county? Important 
reports are coming tome. Thompson was at Big River 
| bridge. SAMUEL R. CURTIS, 
Brigadier General Commanding. 


(4) (Vol. 5, p. 101. 
Sr. Louis, October 15, 1861. 
Brigadier General Grant, Cairo, Illinois : 
Jeff Thompson, with between two and three thousand 

men, is at Farmington, twenty miles east of [ronton. Send 
| as large a force as you can from Cape Girardeau, in the di- 
rection of [ronton, or Pilot Knob, to cut off his retreat into 
| Arkansas. 
| By order of Major General Frémont. 
| McKEEVER, -4. 4. G. 
| 


(5) (Vol. 5, p. 102. 
Camp Benton, October 16, 1861. 
C. McKeever, 4. 4. G.: 

The remainder of the (8th) eighth Wisconsin went to 
depot early this morning. Boyd’s is aboutready to move ; 
| is delayed for want of wagons, but will soon move down. 
8. R. CURTIS, Brigadier General. 


1 

| 

| (6) (Vol. 5, p. 102, 
| Camp Benton, October 16, 1861. 

| C. McKeever, 4. 2. G.: 

| Have detailed Captain Spoore’s company, Dodge’s light 
|! battery, and the captain, to go forthwith. 

| 8. R. CURTIS, Brig. Gen. Com. 

| [Vide No. 5.] (7) Vol. 5, p. 111. 
Str. Lovuts, October 16, 1861. 

| Brigadier General Curtis, Benton Barracks : 

} Colonel Carlin is in command south of St. Louis county. 
His headquarters are at Pilot Knob. Send six days’ pro- 
} visions with Colonel Boyd’s regiment. Have the remain- 
| ing companies of the eighth Wisconsin left this morning: 
| ‘Thompson is at Farmington. Answer how soon troops can 
C. McKEEVER, .4. 4. G. 

| 
| 


| be at depot. 
| 

Vide No. 6. (8) [Vol. 5, p. 111. 
, Sr. Louts, October 16, 1861. 
|| Brigadier General Curtis, Benton Barracks : : 
|| Have one of the companies of lene artillery under your 
|} command equipped immediately. You will make requts!- 
‘| tion upon Major Allen and Captain Callender for everything 
}, that is necessary. Please notify me which company you 
' intend equip os nntun . 

By order e mont. 
Br C. McKEEVER, .4. .4. G. 
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The next dispatch is from General Fremont, 
McKinstry’s express having reached him and 
brought back his orders. Fortunately they came 
too late to make another Springfield or Lexington 
at Frederickton: 

Hrapnaqvarters, October 21, 1861. 
To Brigadier General Curtis : 

Order all the troops that you have sent on the Iron Mount- 
ain road back to Benton barracks. The whole affair has 
been grossly exaggerated. Colonel Carlin should have kept 
the road open without any additional force. 

By order of Major General Frémont. 

C. McKEEVER, -4. -4. 4. G. 

The querulous tone of this dispatch proves that 
it emanated from the commanding general, who 
never thought anybody to be in danger but him- 
self. Itcould not have been McKeever’s, because 
he had concerted the movements with Curtis which 
led to the sending of the reinforcements counter- 
manded by Frémont. | read another dispatch an- 
nouncing the victory: 

HeapquarTERs, October 23, 1861. 
To Brigadier General Curtis, Benton Barracks : 

Colonel Carlin left Pilot Knob Sunday. Attacked the 
enemy yesterday and routed him. The eighth Wisconsin 
and Colone! Boyd’s Missouri volunteers will remain for the 
present at Pilot Knob. You will order Colonel St. James 
with his command to return immediately to Benton bar- 
racks. Orders will be issued at once sending his regiment 


forward to Tipton. 
By order: C. McKEEVER, -4. 4. 4. G. 


A singular fact in connection with this transac- 
tion which deserves mention is, that the dispatch 
to Curtis, countermanding the reinforcements is 
not to be found in the whole batch produced by 
the gentleman from Indiana; each of which has 
the mark of the folio of Frémont’s order-book 
attached to it, showing who furnished them, for 
the purpose of appropriating to General Frémont 
the honors of that victory. The dispatch to Cur- 
tis is discreetly left out. May we not presume 


that the man who suppressed that dispatch might | 


overlook others calculated to throw light on the 
other events of the ‘* hundred days.’’ The dis- 
patch to Curtis was given to me by that gentle- 
man with his own hand; I use it now, that honor 
may be given where honor is due. 

e have heard much in this House and out of 
it of the great army which General Frémont cre- 
ated, and of the enthusiasm which he inspired. I 
had thought that the people of the West fad vol- 
unteered for the defense of the cause. When the 
President made his first call for ** three months ”’ 
volunteers, the quota was filled to overflowing in 
the West. The second call was filled up before 
General Fremont’s reluctant footsteps were lured 
back from France by the offer of a major general- 
ship. Every call made on the people of the West 
has been filled, and the acceptance of more men 
was refused by the Government. But the idola- 
tors of General Fremont will have it that his pop- 
ularity alone created our western army, and that 
the Tamdienes and people of Illinois, Indiana, 
lowa, Missouri, and the entire Northwest have no 
merit at all in this matter; but when we have been 
forced by the clamors of his partisans almost to 
admit that he alone raised this vast army, and 
when we beheld with our eyes their gallant ar- 
ray,as we did on the grand flotilla which bore 
him and them to Cairo, when the pleading for suc- 
cor fell sadly on our ears before the battle of Wil- 
son’s Creek, and as we did, also, at that splendid 
peenant which commemorated the inauguration of 

enton barracks, at the very hour when the boom- 
ing cannon shook the resounding hills at Lexing- 
ton, and when we ask why were these brave men 
not permis to succor their brothers and carry 
our banners to victory upon the stricken fields of 
Wilson’s Creek and Lexington, instead of min- 
istering to the pride and vainglory of our chief, 
then we are told that these long and splendid lines 
of troops, who marched before our own eyes to the 
sound of martial music and with flaunting flags, 
were not men, they were phantoms; the gay flo- 
tilla **a painted ship upon a painted ocean;”’ and 
the clang of arms, which made the breast of more 
than one burly brigadier swell with pride, and 
paled the cheek of beauty at Benton barracks, was 
& mere imagination of men, and a thing unreal. 

Now, sir, he did have the troops, but he did 
not know how to use them. He did not create 
these troops. Most of them were enlisted before 
his feet touched the shores of America on his re- 
turn from Europe. Missouri overflowed her quota. 
I have seen men in Missouri after he arrived there, 
high men, too, coming to him with offers of regi- 
ments, and they were clbowed out of the way By 
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|| give way to the California cormorants. The army 
|| that he raised was that army of contractors who 
|| settled down upon us like obscene birds of prey 

upon acarcass. They elbowed everybody else 
| out of the way, and unfortunately for him and the 
country, engrossed his time and attention. I sup- 
pose that there are no men in America whose char- 
acters are so bad as Uie men who were his famil- 
jars and associates. Of course, I do not refer to 
the gentlemen who were near him, of whom there 
were many on his staff; very many of them were 
most honorable men, whose only motives were to 
serve the country and to serve him, and among 
that number I take pleasure in distinguishing the 
gentleman from Indiana. My allusion is directed 
to those who sought him for the sake of contracts. 
Those of his aids-de-camp who did get contracts 
were the worst of all. 

I desire, in this place, although somewhat out of 
place in the line of my remarks, to refer, for a mo- 
ment, to an allusion in the speech of the gentle- 
man from Indiana, to the effect that St. Louis was 
seething with treason when Frémontarrived there, 
The general himself stigmatizes St. Louis as a re- 
bellious city, over which he was compelled to es- 
tablish martial law, and resortto the most stringent 
measures to prevent the secessionists from taking 
the town. These statements are made in utter ig- 
norance of affairsin St. Logis. The city and county 
of St. Louis voted for Abraham Lincoln for Presi- 
dent bya large majority, and almost all the votes 
of the minority were given for Douglas. The vote 
for Breckinridge did not number one thousand, in 
a total vote of more than twenty thousand. I ven- 
ture the assertion that, at the time General Fré- 


' 





rr 


mont came to the city, there were not a thousand | 


secessionists there They had the whole winter, 
with the State and national Governments in their 
favor, to raise and arm men for the secession cause, 
and yet they raised only two meager regiments; 
the other troops captured with these two regi- 
ments at Camp Jackson, by General Lyon, on the 


10th of May, came from the interior of the State, | 


The secessionists are found among the would-be 


} 
respectable people, and a few other thoughtless 


persons, led by these upstarts; but when the call 
to arms was made in support of the Union cause, 
ten thousand men volunteered in St. Louis in two 
weeks, and ten thousand more would have offered 
if they could have been accepted. No congress- 
ional district in the Union has given so many sol- 
diers to the Union cause as the city and county of 
St. Louis. St. Louisa rebelliouscity! There never 
was a greater slander uttered by any man. Some 
of the rich men were, as he said, secessionists, but 
the working men, the mechanics and the great 
body of the people, nine tenths of them, were for 
the Union, and ready to bear arms in its defense. 
The declaration of martial law by General Fremont 
was the offspring of timidity, seeking to prevent 
imaginary dangers by inspiring the terrors with 
which he himself was haunted. The robust cour- 
age of Lyon failed to see any efficacy in martial 
law, even when the traitors were openly congre- 
gating in Camp Jackson. He relied on his own 
courage and the valor of his soldiers. The people 
of that city took up arms, when they were not 
permitted to bear commissions, but the men who 
bore arms for their country without commissions 
from anybody, sustained the power of the Gov- 
ernment in the State of Missouri. If they had 
waited for commissions,an armed minority would 
have trampled down the authority of the Govern- 
ment there, as was done in many, if notall, of the 
southern States. It can be said of St. Louis, what 
cannot be said of any city inaslave State, that the 
arsenal of the United States and the United States 
treasury were saved to the Government by its loyal 
citizens, while the State and national governments 
were conspiring for their capture. 

[ return to the point I was discussing before 
this digression on the subject of the loyalty of St. 
Louis demanded that [ should say a few words 
in defense of the patriotism of its citizens. Gen- 
eral Frémont approaches the subject of contracts 
with rather more of confusion in his manner than 
characterizes the rest of his statement. In respect 
to the Beard contract, he makes use of some re- 
markable language. Among other things, with 
regard to this contract, when speaking of its treat- 
ment in the report of the Van Wyck committee, 
he says: 


* Concerning the contract for this work the committee of i} 
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investigation say that it was made under the ‘ special order 
and direction of General Frémont,’ and concerning the pay- 
ments that they were made upon his personal order.’ The 
following extract will show that not only was I coy iy 
to have this power, but that I was, so late as the 3d GF Sep 
tember, counseled to exercise it by the Quartermaster Gen - 
eral, General Meigs.” 

Here is the counsel of Quartermaster General 
Meigs, which he quotes: 

Letters of the Hon. M. Blair, P. M. G. 


“ Wasntneton, September 3, 1861. 
“Meigs begged me this atternoon to get you to order ff 
teen-inch guns from Pittsburg for your gun ts. He save 
that the boats can empty any battery the enemy can make 
with such guns. He advises that you contract for them di 
rectly yourself, telling the contractor you will direet your 


ordnance officer to pay for them.” 

Quartermaster General Meigs counsels him to 
buy fifteen-inch guns, For what? For his gun- 
boats. And this he construes as authority to erect 
fortifications around St. Louis, forgetful of the 
order of the Secretary of War to stop the erection 
of these same fortifications, and make no further 
payment on account of them, which order he set 
at defiance, and continued the construction of the 
forts, and ordered the payment of $60,000 on them 
to be made by Major Allen, as is clearly shown 
by the testimony of that officer in the very report 
upon which he was commenting. What is still 
more singular is, that when the committee were 
charging that this was a case of gross fraud upon 
the Goverument, aud not laying so much stress 
upon his want of authority, that he should set up 
his power to make the contract instead of vindi- 
cating its fairness. The contract, by its terms, re- 
quires that the forts shall be built in five days. It 
is proven, and admitted by General Fremont, that 
he set Beard to work upon them as soon as he 
(Beard) arrived in St. Louis from California. The 
first payment on acecunt of the forts was made to 
Beard on the 29th of August; the contract was 
dated on the 25th of September. [tis shown by 
the testimony that Beard had been working for 
twenty-five days on the forts before the contract 
was signed, which contract required him to com- 
plete them in five days. [tis proven that the forts 
were not completed on the 14th of October, when 
the Secretary of War ordered Frémont to stop the 
work on them. The work continued. How long 
Beard was in completing them, I do not know. | 
have been informed that they were not completed 
on the Ist of November. 

Thus it is established that Beard was working 
for six weeks, and probably for two months, on 
a job which he had stipulated to finish in five days. 
The fact of his having been employed in construct- 
ing these forts for six weeks, is brought home to 
the knowledge of General Fremont; the stipula- 
tion to complete them in five days was the colorable 
pretext merely for the enormous prices paid him 
forthe job. Beard built five of the forts; five others 
were built under the superintendence of Major 
Kappner, he employing and paying the laborers. 
The five built by Kappner cost $60,000, and were 
one fifth larger than the five built by Beard, who 
received in money $171,000, and received orders 
upon the quartermaster, signed by General Freé- 
mont, for $75,000 more; making in all $246,000. 
The committee in their report say: 

Tt will be seen, therefore, the total amount ordered to be 
paid to Beard, on account of these works, by General Fré 
mont, was $246,000, of which $171,000 was actually paid. 
Through the firmness of Major Allen, who appears to be a 
Vigilant and incorruptible guardian of the public interest, 
this last amount of 360,000 was saved from going into the 
capacious and already gorged pocket of Beard, who, in the 
language of Major Allen, was the ‘ leader among the con- 


tractors,’ and perhaps ‘ the most extravagant and grasping 
of them all.’ ”’ 


The committee say further: 


‘“* There is, however, another way of testing the character 
of this contract. The five forts built by Major Kappner, 
by days’ work, which would ordinarily be the most expens- 
ive way, cost the sum of $60,000, while they were one 
fifth larger on an average than the five built by Beard. Ma- 
jor Kappner testifies positively that the five forts built by 
Beard would certainly not cost more than $60,000, whieh 
the five forts cost that he built. Allowing to Beard the lib- 
eral estimate that the cost of building the five forts which 
he constructed was $60,000, he has already obtained from 
the Treasury of the United States the profit of $111,000; 
and had the additional amount of $75,000 been paid him, 
which General Frémont had ordered to be paid, the Gov- 
ernment would have been defrauded in that one transaction 
out of the enormous sui of $176,000. 

“ From the fact that the contract with Beard was entered 
into so long after the work had been commenced by him it 
has the appearaace that it was really intended to cover all 
the work on all the forts—that done by Major Kappner by 
days’ work as well as by himself—for the pvpose of en- 
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but justice to Geveral McKinstry to state that he is not re- 
sponsible for this contract. It was made at headquarters, 
and the enormous and unconscionable prices were there 
fixed @pon between General Frémont and the contractor, 
and the payments made by him on the contract were made 
by the express direction of Genera! Frémont. He acted | 
for the commanding general, and by his direction. Beard | 


brougtit to hima paper from headquarters, ‘ formally drawn || > ; 
'| have taken upon myself some slight hazards in its 


up,’ which contained the prices. (See Clement’s teati- 
mony, p. 885.) He objected to the prices, and‘ greatly re- | 
duced them.’ If the prices named in the contract were the | 
* reduced’ prices, it would be a matter of curiosity to know 
what the original prices were as sent from headquarters.” 


i cannot forbear another quotation from the 
report of the committee: 


“The money appropriated by Congress to subsist and 
clothe and transport our armies was thus, in utter con- | 
tempt of all law and of the Army regulations, as well as in 
utter defiance of superior authority, ordered to be diverted | 
from its lawful purpose, and turned over to the cormorant, 
Beard. While he had received $171,000 from the Govern- 
ment, it will be seen from the testimony of Major Kappner 
that there had only been paid to the honest German la- 
borers, who did the work on the first five forts built under | 
his direction, the sum of $15,500, leaving from forty to fifty 
thousand doitars still their due. And while these laborers, 
whose families were clamoring for bread, were besieging 
the quartermaster’s department for their pay, this rapacious | 
contractor, Beard, with $171,000 in his pocket, is found fol- | 
lowing up the army, and in the confidence of the major 
general, who gives him orders for large purchases, which 
only could have been legally made through the quartermas- 
ter’s department, and which afforded him further opportu- 
nities for still plundering the Government.”’ 


I can only add to this, that, the laboring men 
who did the work for Beard went without their 
money as well as those who did the work under 
Kappner. Dozens of them came to my house to 
ask how they should get their money, and as I 
was not as well acquainted with Beard as General | 
I’'remont appears to be, from his statement, and 
had not the same confidence in him as the general 


declared that he had, I could not answer their || 


questions, 

The above quotations show what was the grava- 
men of the charge made by the committee, and I | 
regard it as a most singular answer to this charge | 
that Quariermaster General Meigs had recom- 
mended him to purchase fifteen-inch guns for his 
gunboats. 

This allusion to gunboats, however, reminds | 
me of the declaration made by the gentleman from | 
ludiana, (Mr. Suanxs,] and many times repeated 
in his speech, in praise of the forethought and en- 
ergy of 'rémont in ordering and constructing the | 
gunboats on the western waters. The gentleman 
says they were a part of Frémont’s plan, and ori- 
ginated by him. Now, sir, lam compelled to state, 
in vindication of the truth of history, that Frémont | 
did not order the gunboats, and that the plan did 
not originate with him. ‘They were ordered be- 
fore he came back from Europe. The Govern- 
ment had determined upon the plan, and the ad- 
vertisements for proposals were published before | 
he reached the shores of America. They were | 
intended for McClellan when he was in command 
of that department. The idea of the mortar boats 
originated with Captain Fox, Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy, to whom the whole merit of their 
plan is justly due. 

The gentleman from Indiana is haunted with 
the idea of an awful combination against the 
*‘champion of freedom.’’? There is scarcely a 
paragraph in higspeech in which this combination 
does not crop out. He classifies the parties to 
that combination or conspiracy, and goes over it 
again and again in ‘* damnable iteration,’’ show- 
ing that it had made a great impression on his | 
mind, and that he actually believed in it. Parties | 
tothis ** unholy alliance’ consisted of pro-slaver 
men, jealous politicians looking to the Presi- | 
dency, West Pointers, and contractors, I do not 
know in which of these classes the gentleman has | 


placed me. I am inclined to think that I am left || 


outaliogether. My opposition to slavery has been 
tried and proven ina more severe ordeal than any 
through which the gentleman from Indiana or 
General Frémont have ever been called on to pass. 
It has been tested in worse places and in worse 
times than either of them have ever experienced. 
I have sealed my devotion to that cause by quite 
as many sacrifices as the gentleman from Indiana, 
or his friend General Fremont. I intend, so far | 
as I can, under the Constitution of my country, 

to continue my hostility to the institution of sla- 

very. I shall oppose, as I have always opposed, | 
iis eXistence in the State in which I live; and if 
any mode, under the Constitution, can be devised 
by which the institution of slavery can be obliter- 
ated from all the States in the Union, I shall be | 


SE 





| will not aid in breaking down the Constitution 


| even to destroy slavery. I consider the Constitu- 


tion of more value to me and to my children than 
any other earthly possession. 
Juring the pendency of the present struggle, I 


defense, and will never be found enrolled among 


ry : : 

|| its enemies and violators, no matter from what 
| 

| 


quarter they mer come. I understand that by 

pro-slavery men the gentleman means to designate 
| those who opposed the proclamation of General 

Frémont. I can say that I did not see anything 

very bad in that proclamation. Nobody pai much 
attention to itin Missouri, where it really had little 

or noeffect. Everybody understood very well that 

it was not intended for that meridian, but that it 

was put out for a campaign in New England and 
| elsewhere. It was not intended to operate upon 
the theater of war, where its only effect would be 
| to make the rebels fight more desperately to save 
| their property and negroes; it was rather intended 
for a political campaign in which the general had 
embarked, and in which he hoped for better suc- 
cess than had attended hisarms. The net results 
of this bombastic proclamation was the loss of two 
armies and the liberation of two negroes—negroes 
that did not belong to the man from whom they 
were taken, but to his wife, to whom they were 
secured by a marriage*contract. The deeds of 
emancipation which he gave to these two negro 
men were intended to point an electioneering doc- 
ument. In the course that I have thought proper 
to pursue towards General Frémont, r believe I 
am uninfluenced by any sentiment of jealousy. I 
have heretofore given bias a very cordial support 
for every position to which he has aspired, and I 
| am unconsctpus of ever having experienced a feel- 


| ing of jealousy to any one. There is certainly 


nothing in General Fremont’s present position to 
inspire any one with jealousy. I am neithera 
West Pointer nora contractor, and do not feel my- 
self included in the conspiracy, which the imagi- 
nation of the gentleman from Indiana has con- 
jured up. 

My belief is that the President was operated 
upon in the removal of General Frémont by his 
own judgment upon events which transpired in 
Missouri. Before General Frémont took com- 
mand in that department uninterrupted success at- 
tended the standard of the Union. The first blow 
which was struck for the Government was given 
in Missouri; the first successes of the cause were 
won upon the soil of that State. Camp Jackson, 
Booneville, and Carthage, made the names of Lyon 
and Sigel historic, and gilded the cloud of disaster 
which had settled upon our arms elsewhere. The 
welcome which greeted the advent of Frémont had 
hardly ceased to sound before the cry of distress 
broke upon our ears. Humiliation, disaster, de- 
feat, and disgrace,came with him, remained with 
him, and went away with him and his army of 
contractors. 

As soon as the paralyzing influence of his im- 
becility was removed victory came back to the 
standard of the Union in the West, and the ad- 
vancing columns of our victorious armies have 
penetrated to the very heart of the rebellion, in- 
flicting blows from which it lies writhing in death, 
and from which it can never recover. 

I believe it is the judgment of mankind that 
there is no such thing as an unfortunate great 
man. A man to be great must be able to do great 
things with small means; and when we hear of a 
fellow going whimpering around the country try- 
ing to give the reasons for his being whipped, the 
spectacle may excite sympathy, he om even be 
regarded as a very good man, but nobody will 
ever select him as a fit person to fight battles and 
to carry on war. 

The admirers of General Frémont say that he 
would have won a victory ifhe had been permitted 
to remain in command. The world would have 
more confidence if he had given any proof of his 
capacity by winning victories when he had a 
command. It was with great difficulty that the 
order for General Frémont’s removal was carried 
through his lines. A messenger who bore the 
dispatch passed through his lines by a ruse, as I 
am given to cadeceniad and delivered it to Gen- 
eral Frémont. 

The newspapers that were in his interest in St. 
Louis announced that, when the intelligence of 
| his removal was made knewn, there was a mutiny 
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| among the first to support that measure; but I \ 
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in the army, and that there was a meeting of off;- 
cers, especially of those whose commissions ex- 
pired with the end of his service in the depart- 
ment; that they gathered around him, and shouted 
** Hurrah for eet and down with Hunter!” 
His friends say that he used his potent influence 


| to put down this terrible mutiny. There was no 


mutiny that was not of his own making. The 
press in St. Louis, in his interest and under his 
control, instigated mutiny, and promoted it } 


| every species of influence they could bring to beg;- 
7 ’ 


by misrepresentations of the grossest character. 
by appeals to the pride and passions of the men, 
The general himself permitted it by not pre- 
venting it. If he did anything to quell the mu- 
tiny, it was only when he found that it did not 
extend beyond a few of his own dependents and 
retainers, and that the army had risen in defense 
of the country and not to put him above the coun- 
try. The conduct of his nearest and most trusted 
friends, and the conduct of the press, which had 
only spoken during his administration of the de- 
partment as he dictated, proved most conclusively 
that he would have defied the Government and 
retained the command, if he had dared to do so. 
The fact that his friends applaud him, even for 
yielding his command when ordered to do so by 
the Government, shows how little margin there 
is for praise when such an act, under such cir- 
cumstances, is extolled. But as little as there is 
to exalt in his enforced obedience to what he could 
not and dared not resist, yet it was the most com- 
mendable act, after all, of his administration. 


“ Nothing in life [official life] so became him 
As the leaving it.” 


Mr. COLFAX. Mr. Chairman, I did not in- 
tend at the opening of my friend’s remarks, to 
speak on this subject to-day; and therefore am 
but illy prepared to answer his elaborate argu- 
ment of two hours in length. But I am gratified 
that the House, on my motion, extended his time, 
so that hecould present the whole array of charges 
at once, 


While I differed, as is known to him and many 
other members of the House, with the Adminis- 
tration, which I assisted to elect, in the superse- 
dure of Major General Frémont in the department 
of the West; I desire, lest | might’ be misunder- 
stood, to say at the outset, once and for all, that 
no matter what general the Administration may 
put up or put down, I shall sustain it with all my 
heart and soul and strength and mind in every 
military movement that it makes against the 
enemy. I believe it to be our duty to do so. It 
is, under God, the only means by which we can 
put down this gigantic, satanic, conspiracy and 
rebellion. And although I lament the supersedure 
of a general who lives to-day in the loyal hearts 
of millions of the American people, that can make 
no difference in my earnest and cordial support of 
the Administration. 

I pass over many remarks of the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. Brair,] which, lam sure, he will, 
himself, in his cooler moments, regret. He has 
seen fit to mingle personalities with his criticisms, 
and to speak of a gentleman, who holds a com- 
mission as major general in the Army, as a tool, a 
dupe, a designing man. I cannot follow the gen- 
tleman here. The subject is too grave to be thus 
discussed. 

There has been an attachment between myself 
and the gentleman from Missouri almost since our 
boyhood, and I shall not suffera single remark to 
fall from my lips which could wound him or any 
friend of his or any member of his family. ! rise 
simply to vindicate history, and to prove, from the 
records of the day, that my friend from Missouri 
has had his feelings and judgment perverted, or 


| perhaps I should rather say influenced, by preju- 
dice. He spoke about the “ idolators”’ of Fré- 


mont. My friend has not used the word fittingly. 
Those whom he calls the idolators of Frémont are 
the men who stand by him to-day, just as my 
friend did from the commencement of his acquaint- 
ance with him till the last ef August, 1861, up to 
which time he was his warm, his devoted friend 
and admirer. He ought, from that long acquaint- 
ance, to have known his mind, his capacity, his 
judgment, his will. In August he was his friend, 
warm and true; in September he was not. All my 
crime is that I continue the same eee ae? 
incommon with him, I had in August, and did not 
change with him in September. 
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Mr. Chairman, men are but nothing in this 
struggle. ‘They are but ciphers—the whole of 
them. These generals, with all their epaulets and 
sashes, are but the instruments by which the } 
strong arm of the country is to put down this re- || 
bellion. Since the war broke out I have, in my | 
humble sphere and capacity, endeavored to preach | 
thedoctrine of forbearance and concord and unity, 
and have implored men on all sides to cease de- 
preciating our generals. I have said that when 
they go forth at the head of the Army with their 
lives in their hands, they are entitled to confidence 
and respect. When the Administration super- 
sedes them, well and good; let them pass away, 
unless, so far as, this afternoon, we vindicate the 
past, without saying what the Administration 
shall do in the future. I say this as to General 
McClellan, as I do about General Frémont, and 
every other general commanding. Whether the 
Administration shall yield to the wishes of hosts 
of the people by giving General Frémont another 
command, is no part of my argument to-day. I 
have no right to dictate on this point; and further 
than I have already advised, [ shall say nothing. 

I have this, also, to say about General Frémont: 
I do not take him to be perfect. I know that all 
men are fallible. He is sometimes an impulsive 
man. He has feelings like all of us who are made 
of flesh and blood. I regret very much that he 
suffered this publication to be made, which the 
chairman of the joint committee on the conduct of 
the war objected to to-day. I wish that he had 
bided his time a little longer. For six months he 
has been standing with closed lips, and listening 
to the allegations against him with a reticence 
which has commanded the approbation not only 
of his friends at home, but of thousands elsewhere 
in the civilized world, waiting patiently for the 
hour of his vindication. I wish he could have 
waited some time longer. But I think that some- 
thing ought to be pardoned to a man who had pois- 
oned arrows hurled against him from every side, 
and who had been deposed from his command 
under circumstances so painful and trying. 

Without disparaging any other general, I have 
this also to say of General F'rémont: he is the only 
major general of the United States Army who 
has, in this war, gone out with his troops, away 
from his headquarters—gone out over field and 
valley and mountain and plain and river. He 
was the only one. I suppose the others are will- 
ing to do it. But while that record lives—and it 
will live in history—no man will believe the inti- 
mations of the gentleman from Missouri, that Fré- 
montisatimid man. The schoolboy at the log 
school-house knows very well that there is not a 
patie of timidity about the man. He may not 
rave been fitted for the command of the military 
department of the West. I think he was. But 
whether he was or not, he is a brave and fearless 
man. He has braved death in a thousand forms, 
and has written his name high up on the scroll of 
history as a great discoverer, or as a great ad- 
venturer, if you will. He has planted the stars 
and stripes on the highest point of the Rocky 
mountains. He has suffered privation and suf- 
fering and toil in his daring journeys. His cheek 
has not blanched in the presence of danger or of 
death. And when he knew that the sword of 
Damocles was hanging over his head by a single 
hair, he went forth with his army in pursuit of 
the enemy, to punish treason with the sword, and 
encamped with the advance guard, instead of with 
the rear, as is usually the custom of commanding 
generals. No, sir, General Frémont is not a cow- 
ard. He has no timidity. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. My friend does not 
state, [ trust, that I called General Frémont a 
coward. 

Mr.COLFAX. The language that my friend 
used was ‘‘ timidity,”? which is of course a qual- 
ified degree of cowardice. 

Now, in relation to this contract for the con- 
struction of earthworks in St. Louis, | wish to say 
that I will be frank upon this subject as upon ever 
other. I do not approve of that contract. I thin 
the contractor made too much money out of it. I 
do not suppose it was made upon the judgment of 
General Frémont, but that he yielded to the opin- 
10ns of the heads of the engineer department about 
prices. I think the prices were too high, and truth 
compels me to say so, because when I[ stand here 
to vindicate General Frémont, I will not sacrifice 
the truth to vindicate him or anybody else. If I 


























speak at all, | must express my convictions. But || I do not often read the organ of the Frémont 
admitting that there was extravagance in his de- \| party, of which the gentleman rt but I think 
partment, | ask whether every other department || L am pretty well acquainted with the facts, never- 
of the Army has been managed with more care || theless. 


and less extravagance? Hasnotthe Government || Mr.COLFAX. I have no doubtof it, and my 


been imposed on even here, despite the keenest || friend knows very well that these members of the 
watchfulness of the most experienced officers, ’ 


; | Chamber of Commerce, who elected their seces- 
some of whom have had no military duties to en- || sion candidate, voted for him openly as such in 
gross or distract their minds? 


nds? face of the United States military authorities in 
General Thomas says in his report that two or || the city. They made no professions of zealous 
three hundred horses were found unfit for service; || !oyalty, as many secessionists have done in face 


that they were lame and ringboned and spavined, || of an armed force. Their conduct was so open 
athange it is not proved that Frémont had seen || and undisguised that General Halleck ordered 
a single one of them. Well, sir, when I came to || every one of the officers elect to come up and 
Washington at the beginning of the present ses- || take the oath of allegiance; being, I believe, the 
sion, upon looking into the Star, I noticed the sale of || first civilians he imposed this upon, though he has 
fourteen hundred condemned Government horses, || required it since more extensively still. 

of the army of the Potomac, which brought prices fr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The gentleman will 
ranging from twenty-five cents to sixty dollars. || allow me to say 
Yet my friend had no denunciations against the |} Mr. COLFAX. I cannot yield further. 1 did 
management ofthis department. In time of war, || not interrupt my friend the whole time he was 











in conducting operations on so extensive a scale, || speaking. 

the experience of England in the Crimean war Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The gentleman says 
and ofall other nations atsuch times unfortunately || they were openly secession 

prove that it is not to be expected that everything The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Mis- 





would be precisely right, that all articles shall be || souri is out of order. The gentleman from In- 
suddenly bought of the best quality and at the || diana declines to yield. 


lowest prices. I noticed, also, that the exhibits Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I am a little sensi- 
attached to General Thomas’s reports contained || tive upon this point. 

two singular complaints against General Frémont. Mr. COLFAX. Then I will yield, of course. 
One was acomplaint by General Hunter, that Fré- Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I merely desire to 


mont had ordered him into the field, and that he || say that these men did not vote for what was called 
had forty wagons and only forty-one mules. And || a secession candidate, but for a man known to be 
the very next of the exhibits wasacomplaint by || a Union man, and who refused to hold the office 
Quartermaster Turnley, within a few days of the || after he had been elected. 

date of General Hunter’s letter, complaining that Mr. COLFAX. Still, the statement remains 
Frémont had ordered him to push on the inspec- || uncontradicted that he was voted for as a seces- 
tion of mules as rapidly as possible. I think these || sion candidate by those whosympathized with the 
two complaints exactly answer each other. But || men who are in arms against the Government, 
how could Frémont have satisfied such critics? and was elected as such. 

My friend from Missouri vindicates the charac- Mr. Chairman, 1 know that the mass of the 
ter of the city of St. Louis. I wish I could be- || people of the city of St. Louis, the working peo- 
lieve all he says about the loyalty of that city, for || ple, as I said previously, are loyal; for, sir, when 
I think itis a very pleasant city. I have spent |} this same General Frémont came back to that city 
many pleasant days there; [ have enjoyed notonly || after his removal; when he came with no favors 
the hospitality of my friend from Missouri, rep- || to confer, but degraded, dishonored, deposed from 
resenting the St. Louis district, but of many other || his command, the loyal people of that city, who 
friends in that city. I believe with him that the |} had heard all the charges of their Representative 
great body of the working men of that city are || against him, but who still confided in him, flocked 
loyal, but thata majority of tlie men of wealth and || by thousands and tens of thousands, with banners 
high social position there are disloyal. and torchlights and music and shoutings, to wel- 

r. BLAIR, of Missouri. The gentleman is || come him as no man was ever welcomed there 
mistaken. before. Oh, yes, sir, the heart of the people of 

Mr. COLFAX. I cannot yield to my friend, at || St. Louis is loyal; they have proved it so. 
least until I have finished this sentence. Why, || pespunsiBILITy FORTHE DEATH OF GENERALLYON. 
sir, even since General Halleck assumed the com- My friend from St. Louis has quoted docu- 
mand of that department, the secession candidates || ents and presented arguments to prove that Gen- 
for: officers of the Chamber of Commerce of St. || ora) Frémont had it in his power to reinforce Gen- 


naa er te b _& SWEEPINE MAJOTIY. | the || °fal Lyon before the battle of Springfield, and that 
? 9 ' : his failure to perform that duty was the cause of 
a Te cen 7 owe General Lyon’s death, and these I desire now to 
ent Sodaanenay saseh Aiieeslaiie Librars ahem examine. Sir, the death of General Lyon occurred 
ciation of St. Louis, but that only shows that the oa the 1th of Augumty Sadyet the ameeaht Ay 
: a y the gentleman from Missouri for General fré- 


i > i o 4 ana 
commercial men of the city were largely engaged mont continued undiminished for weeks after. He 


in commerce with the South, and were in that way continued to be the friend of the man whom he 
identified with secession. But I say to the gentle- 


now arraigns asa guilty criminal; forifthe charges 
man that I know the city well, and I know that the || },, ain ain scale Frémont, in wail. 
Swe reg mies at Sees took fully suffering the death of that gallant officer, was 
‘oneal = aa Jac nano th a chatiaae. guilty of a no less crime than murder. I think [ 
Theeew - — aaa oie ct aeclasten ania can show to this committee that twenty days after 
aoe as never any necessity ee | the 9 of Gane Laren P friend from Mis- 
: : souri did not charge General Frémont with crime 
1 smd ee ha te oe Ya in failing to send reinforcements. I will read the 
how something about ot. sours, Mough nots || dispatch of Captain Schofield, now General Scho- 
of course, as much as himself. I have not only || ¢ 219 whom my friend knows, because he was, I 
es ° ’ ’ ’ 
en ene but I — the ahaeaiad believe, connected with his regiment at St. Louis 
published there, and particularly a paper which || when T was there. I want to show the reasons 
used to oo ete ee ee eet 'S || why General Lyon was not reinforced, and I shall 
ere ay yee: nia, ¢ e “ i — show it ina way my friend from Missouri cannot 
th 4 oe i Tdtware An er oe fort deny, unless he denies the documents themselves. 
of the Mercantile Library Association, every effort || 1, jis dispatch, as adjutant general of General 
was made, both by the Unionists and secession- Lyon, dated Springfield, July 15, he says: 
= . Auce a ~ the Union ee ‘Governor Jackson is concentrating his forces in the 
paid the dues of Union members in arrears, and |! .ou:nwestern part of the State, and is receiving large re- 
proposed numbers of others, qualified for admis- || inforcements from Arkansas, ‘Tennessee, Louisiana, and 
sion, for the purpose of obtaining their votes, but ———. oes eens a nae = less 
nevertheless were defeated by a large majority. en teertp Sequaand aa vs eee teen 
. - dvance movement, or of even maint 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The reason why of gnu Seriher advanes, 6 of Cot. 
the Union men left the hall and refused to parti- 


| our present position, must soon bea ned, unless the Gov- 

ernment furnish us promptly with large reinforcements and 

cipate in the meeting was, that a hundred Union —- Oe eed ene prmenye ete os 
; eriectly § ’ en 
candidates to become members were excluded by aes aud the three months’ volunteers have become dis- 
a majority of the old members, under a technical | heartened to such an extent that very few of them are will- 
rule requiring one day’s notice before admission. || ing to renew their enlistment. The blank pay-rolls are not 
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if 3 . — ‘ 
oe eat ae aaaee required cr mares a to St. Louis, and ten days after the previous letter. || forcing one point or the other. Now, I submit ae 
Sere vem to ashington, mave e pay « B ’ 4 ‘ » i 2 
and the paywaster reach us, leaves us no hope that our He says, under date of July 27: the question to the House and the country, which wall 
troops can be paid for five or six weeks to come. Upon these ‘If the Government cannot give due attention to the | of those two points was the most important; the But 
ciredmetances there remains no other course buttourgently || West, her interests must have a corresponding disparage- || one at the end of a wagon road in southwestern d 
press upon the attention of the Government the absolute ne- || ment.” Missouri, whence Lyon could possibly retreat ~ 
saiipiar-aanis tovt Goreelar alr pelmagay by n= te And ina memorandum from General Lyon, sent ‘| if he felt that he could not sustain his Position er 
sand men should be seut, and that promptly. Fou willsend || by Colonel Phelps to General Frémont, dated |! and the other at the mouth of the Ohio river, ble 
the inclosed dispatch by telegraphto General McClellan, and || Springfield, July 27, he says: | where it joins the Mississippi, commanding both h ; 
ulso to the War Department, and forward by mail a copy of ||“ Thesafety of the State is hazarded; orders from Gen- || streams, and the furthest point south of which — 
this letter.’’ } . in i , ire Joe ‘re \ se > ° te 
ix letter i} eral S< a — the mn : a regular forees, and in \| we had possession? Which was the most ag en 
’ Soe Ch Hard : “oy. || Crease the chances of sacrificing it. i] > as : : : cha 
This is directed to Chester Hare ing, jr., assist is |I portant? Should they retire from Cairo or from | 
ant adjutant general at St. Louis, who doubuless But I want now to read the statement of his Springfield? I contend, that as this evidence ill 
sent the’ dispatch to General McClellan as re- || 28S'stant adjutant general, Colonel Harding. It proves, Frémont could only reinforce one of these vide 
quested, and here is the dispatch, dated July 20, || '§ long, butit does justice to the dead general and | points, and he went down to Cairo on the Ist of “ee 
of General McClellan, in reply: | to the —— general; ees . —— my Se - August. My friend insists that General Prep. Zs 
T. o i tant gener ) Ss a : : . ; 
ro Cuester Uanpina, IJr., Assistant Adjutant General : ole eer h if ’ hi gh : Shia om rae ae tiss’s dispatches prove that he did not stand in tha 
in case of an attack on Cairo, have none but [Hlinois troops of cytes with Tie chief, Knew his thoughts best pressing need of reinforcements. Letus see. | for 
sing re sand arm: .W of all men now living: z . . 
direet two regiments tobe ready at Caseyville; but you wil || «Looking, then, to the position of affairs in this State on a os what me P an. Seporal «h 
only use them for defense of St. Louis, and in éase of abso- || the 26th July, 1861, it will be found that General Lyon was FORTIES OS CORROSIING Gh LAND, ONE ON the hay 
lute necessity. Telegraph me from time to time. in the southwest in need of reinforcements. There was 23d of July he wrote to Colonel Harding as fol- tho 
; G. oe" LELLAN, trouble in the northwest, requiring more troops than were || lows: on 
Major General United States Army. there. dn ~ northeast oe — a enees - “ Have buteight (8) regiments here. Six (6) of them are ont 
He could not allow reinforcements to go to the || Were required to perform the task allotted to thein, Walle in |) thyee (3) months’ men. Their time expires this week—are 
> p || the south and southeast there was a rebel army of sufficient | reorganizing now. I have neither tents nor wagons oth 
support of General Lyon the southwest, There || force to endanger Bird’s Point, Cape Girardeau, fronton Sai %3 Point.” saene, and cad 
; ’ orn > || must hold Cairo and Bird’s Point. 
was more imminentdanger he feltnearer by; and he |} Rolla, and St. Louis, and no adequate preparation was made ; i \ hot 
pointed to Cairo as one of the threatened points, || t mect it. stain seilk Wien aaah weiss Wale He said he had but eight regiments and six of hor 
and St. Louis as another. He will“ directtwo regi- || eardeau, and the fourth United States reserve corps (whose || ‘em were three months’ men, and their term ex. cor 
: ments to be ready at Casey ville, ao will only |} term of service was to expire on the 8th August.) to rein- | pired that very week, before Frémont could get ser 
te use them for defense of St. Louis,and incase of ab- || force Bland at Ironton. He took some of General Pope's | there, leaving only two certainly available regi- the 
is : solute necessity.”? Here is adispatch of General | force trom him, added to it two wanpntione of the first and ments at Cairo. Now let us see what was the po- if | 
4 McClellan five days after Lyou’sappeal for troops second Unite d States reserve corps, (Ww rose term of serv ice || sition of the rebel forces in the vicinity of Cairo, i 
i ' 4 . ’ t was to expire on the 7th August,) equipped Buell’s light T eal a G iP : d alle 
7 through his assistant adjutant general, and six || battery, and started about the Ist Aagust for Bird’s Point, read again from General Prentiss, under date of qui 
’ days before General Frémont arrived at St, Louis, || with the troops thus collected, being something less than July 28: na 
' declining to send reinforcements to General Lyon, || titty re ae men, and being _ all the earrr ‘To Major General Frémont: an 
. . y =xpe a m . abe r iy 2 . 
And new | want General Lyon to speak from bis || eee ie aaa tes Se een re te tone erer * Rebels from ‘Tennessee are concentrating at New Mad- ' 
a wee ’ ’ oe than twenty thousand strong. rid, Missouri, with avowed intention of assaulting Bird's 
532 grave, and answer whether he considers General “ Subsequent events showed that the rebel force was not || point. They mav intend going to Cape Girardeau. Colonel be 
f / b'rémont responsible for his death, : over estimated, and nothing but the relnforcements aout to Marsh has uo battery. Thave none to spare. Mycommand is to 
5 | read, first, a letter from Lyon himself to As- ae fe cots abee thea, Ucmamabicereme merging from three months’ to three years’ service on half sni 
bs! ‘ Sena shianae : . TEVeNceE Its RUVENCE UPOR tiem. : , : recess. Mustering in yesterday and to-day. I hav " 
= sistant Adjutant General Harding, at St. Louis: magnified these reinforeements; and it was generally be- osaiiee Saeelte eertens ‘ y. Ihave but two toe 
: Srrinoriecp, Missouri, July 17, 1861. lieved in the city, and no doubt so reported to the rebel lead- c ‘ ste 
at Sin: Linclose you a copy of a letter to Colonel Town- || ers, that Frémont had moved some ten or twelve thousand We come dow n now to July 29, the nextday. on 
p send on the subject of an order from General Scott, which || troops to the southeast, while in fact he did not have over General Prentiss again telegraphs Frémont; and Sani 
: calls for five companies of the second infantry to be with- || five thousand five hundred to move, and was not strong you will see that the danger is daily becoming 7 
drawn from the West and sent to Washington. 4 previous || enough at any point to take the field and commence offens- manne ignminent: ” sil 
order withdraws the mounted troops, as | am informed, and || ive operations. | ” 7 It 
were it Hot Lhat some of them were en route to this place | “General Frémont was not inattentive to the situation of | ** On yesterday, three thousand rebels west of Bird’s Point in 
they would now be in Washington. This order carried out || General Lyon’s column, and went so far as to remove the |} forty miles; three hundred at Madrid and three regiments 
would not now leave at Fort Leavenworth asingle company. || garrison of Booneville, in order to send him aid.” from Union City ordered there ; also troops from Randolph be 
T have companies B and E second infantry now under orders | te : : . and Corinth. The number of organized rebels within fifty a 
for Washington, and if all these troops leave me I can do But my frie nd from Missouri says orn miles of me will exceed twelve thousand—that is, including m 
uothing, and must retire in the absence of other troops to || Were quantities of éroops coming into St. Louis || Randoiph troops ordered and not including several compa- co 
supply their places. tu fact, Lam badly enough off at the || who could have been detailed to reinforce General || nies opposite in Kentucky.” ae 
best, and natist utterly fail itmy regulars all go. AtWash- || Lyon. So there were; but hear what Colonel Again, on the Ist day of August, he telegraphed ci 
ington troops from all the northern, middle, and eastern Harding says: 5 * F 5 
States are available fur the support of the Army in Virginia, | > 7s: ’ General Frémont a sull darker rospect, as fol- he 
and more are understood to be already there than are wanted, io Dering the first days vt aeerteg thee arrived in oo lows. (New Madrid is on the Mississippi river, w 
and it seems strange that so many troops must go on from || City In large numbers, = Vearly at of them were unarmes ; j j : 
the West, and strip us of the means of beteasts but if it is || all were without transportation. Regiment after regiment south of Vaire, and Pa Tey distant:) la 
the intention to give up the West, let it be so. ' || laid for days in the city without any equipments, for the reason | “The following information just received is, I believe, us 
be . || that the arsenal was exhausted, and arms and accouterments || Very reliable. General Pillow was at New Madrid on the th 
I omit a severe allusion to General Scott, be- || had to he brought from the East. From these men General || morning of the 3lst, with eleven thousand troops well armed th 
cause | do not wish, by reproducing it here, even || Lyon would have had reintorcements, although they were || and well drilled; ee ae at equipped; | 
to give it currency, feeling that General Lyon, in || Whelly unpracticed in the use of the musket, and knew || one battery of flying artillery, ten-pounders, and ten guns ae 
hi 7 ae " dj eee ed ear nothing of movements in the field; butin the mean time || manned and o ered hy foreigners ; several mountain how- la 
1s great anxiety, did him injustice. ve teller || the battle of the 10th of August was fought.” itzers and other artillery, amounting in all to one hundred. g 
concludes: Aud wet. witeathev-wescentimin wihenterun Nine thousand more moving to reinforce. He has promised - 
Cannot vou stir up this matter, and secure us relief? See dF J . } y say y »,|| Governor Jackson to place twenty thousand men in Mis- | 
. ; : > : ; and Frémont sought, at this very ime—the 6th of || souri at once. I have a copy of his proclamation and also te 
Frémonut if he has arrived. The wantof supplies has crip : : ; . at ag f 3 
pled me #0 that { cannot move, and I do not know when I || August—in his overwhelming anxiety and solici- || oue of his written passes. A 
can. Everything seems to combine against me atthis point. || tade, to buy any kind of arms to put into their These dispatches came pouring in upon General W 
Stir up Blair hands to protect the Union, and put down the re- || Frémont from this exposed and important posi- c 
Yours truly, N. LYON, Commanding. . d “i . : : : Sea 
' St. Louis 8 1 Mi bellion, and save the lives of our brave soldiers || tion, vital not only for Illinois but for the whole a 
Colonet camnEre,, t. Louts Arsenal, Missourt. and their generals at all the someon points in his || Union, where there were but eight regiments, only 0 
1 would not allude to my friend’s brother at all || department, he was denounced from one end of || two of which they had a right to hold there, the c 
if it had not been that he himself alluded to him |} the country to the other as being in the hands of || remainingsix being three months’ men whose term c 
in his speech, and the only allusion I shall have || contractors, and in corruptcollusion with knaves. || had expired, and the rebels were forming round g 
occasion to make to him is the one Lam now about || If this is justice, God save me from ever being in || them twenty thousand strong. McClellan, but 
tomake. [ want to use his evidence to show why || any position in this Government to receive such || ten days before, had, in reply to Lyon’s appeals, a 
General Lyon was not reinforced. On the 26th || justice. — in the telegram I have quoted, expressly pointed i 
of July last, Montgomery Blair wrote.to General My friend stated, and I took down the exact || to Cairo as a threatened position, and had alluded h 
Frémont as follows: words that fell from his lips, on this envelope, || to the inadequate forces at his command for its € 
D ° n ST Annee, July 26, —- . that ‘* there was at that time no necessity to re- || defense. What should an officer do under such t 
ean Generac: Ihave two telegrams trom you, but fin infoerce Cairo ig: ; : > : d; 
it tanpossible now to get any attention to Missouri or west- ae - —_ oe St. pane that - a nae circumstances? Frémont did the best he coul t 
ern matters from the authorities here. You will have to do || 2€€" reintorced from other | rections, ~ ow, he got together all the men he could, and wes 
the best you can, and take all needful responsibility, to de- || differ with him on that point, and I think I can || down with steamboats to Cairo. And for this he 
tend and protect the people over whom you are specially set. || prove that I am right. Frémont then had act- |} was condemned all over the country, because he 1 
y a eine Se . Ate. ually but little available foree under his com- || went down there with steamboats and ‘‘ made a 
SR re oorgnarece: mand, Indeed, on the 16th of July, General || parade,” when really it was useful, because it 
That was five days after the battle of Bull Run, || Lyon had had to authorize one regiment of his || impressed the secessionists and capitalists of St. 
and when this city was supposed to be in immi- || little band at Springfield (Colonel Brown’s fourth) || Louis with the conviction that he had a larger ' 
nent danger; and [ doubt not that fact explains || to return to St. Louis, to be mustered out of ser- || force than he really had. But let me say, in pass- | 
why the West was comparatively a. I || vice, at the expiration of their three months’ en- || ing, just here, that great complaint was made be- | 
shal! assume that and blame no one, for my ob- || listment. The three months’ men would not re- | cause General Frémont went down to the boat in 





to simply give reasons for the faith that isin me. 

I shall read now some more extracts from Gen- 
eral Lyon’s correspondence, because the one I 
have read was not the only protest he made. The 
next is from a letter from General Lyon, written 
to Colonel Harding on the day after Frémont got 


enlist, because they could not get their pay. The || a carriage and four. My friend did not speak of 


West at that time,in the pressure from the East, 
and the imminent peril of 

be neglected. The troops already under arms 
did not see the paymasier, and they would not 
reénlist. With this inadequate force and this lack 


the capital, seemed to | 


| 


it, but the charge has been in circulation all over 
the country. Now, the facts in relation to that 
matter are just these, as I learned at St. Louis. 
His friends, without his knowledge, when the 
expedition was ready to start, brought a carriage 


of arms, Frémont had to choose between rejn- || and four to his house for him to ride down to the 
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boatin. When Frémont came to the doorand saw 
it, he positively refused to ride in it, preferring to 
walk to the levee or to go in an ordinary carriage. 
But his friends told him that it had been said that 
he dare not show himself to the people for fear of 
being assassinated, and it was necessary that he 
should go down to the boat as publicly as possi- 
ble, in order to show that there was no truth in 
the report; and thereupon Frémont consented to 
enter the carriage, and this was added to the 
charges against him. 

I have heard a great deal, too—and the House 
will pardon me for these digressions, as a few in- 
cidental points strike my mind while speaking— 
about a costly $6,000 house which he hired in St. 
Louis for himself and his staff. I have been in 
that house, and so has my friend from St. Louis; 
for at one time both he and I were able to pass its 
‘*barricades.”? Other generals and other officers 
have found that they must exclude most of the 
thousand visitors desiring to see them, if they 
wished to attend to their grave and responsible 
trusts; but from one end of the country to the 
other Frémont was denounced for these barri- 
cades. I found out this in regard to that celebrated 
house: that the officers crowded into that one 
house, where they were at the instant call of the 
commanding general, no time lost in sending mes- 
sengers from one office to another, but all under 
the same roof, and the telegraph with them, would, 
if they had been in separate quarters, have been 
allowed, under the Army regulations, $6,400 for 
quarters. Frémont paid $6,000 a year for this 
house, and yet he has been denounced for that as 
an evidence of his reckless extravagance. 

There is another thing to which I wish to refer 
before I leave these minor points. When I got 
to St. Louis at one time, I heard a great many 
sneersabout Frémont having ordered five hundred 
tons of ice, and about the glorious time he and his 
staff would have with their sherry cobblers, &c., 
on their march to southwest Missouri. I made 
inquiry about it, and found that it was on a requi- 
sition from the surgeon that this ice was supplied. 
lt was not to accompany the army, but to be used 
in the hospitals along the aiiveuh: where the sick 
were suffering, and to which the wounded, after 
battle, would, if possible, have been brought. It 
made my heart bleed to think that the general 
commanding should be denounced for this. In 
some of the Indiana regiments, my own fellow- 
citizens, for whose sufferings in the field or the 
hospital I have felt deeply, nearly half the men 
were lying sick from fevers contracted by ma- 
laria and exposure, and because they were not 
used to the maddy water of the Missouri. After 
they went into hospital, and drank thesame water, 
they continued sick. One regiment, the twenty- 
second, had a majority in hospital from the ma- 
laria and the drinking of this water. The sur- 
geons asked for ice for hospital purposes, for the 
sick and suffering men who had gone out to fight, 
to suffer, and to die, if needs be, for their country. 
And for yielding to that, and showing, as he al- 
ways has, a deep solicitude for the men under his 
command, Frémont was denounced in St. Louis 
and all over the country. Let the denunciation go 
on. The brave men whose parched lips were thus 
cooled will not forget the man who has been thus 
condemned for this additional act of ‘* extrava- 
gance.”’ 

But, Mr. Chairman, I have no time to examine 
and explain all the charges—*‘ thick as the leaves 
in Vallombrosa’’—which have been made against 
him. The balance, or most of them at least, are 
of a piece with those to which I have alluded. Let 
them all pass. 


THE SADDEST DAYS IN MISSOURI. 


My friend says that the * hundred days”’ of Fré- 
mont were the saddest days for all the loyal per- 
sons in Missouri that they had seen. I differ with 
him in that. There was a sadder day for them 
than those. Tt was after Frémont was deposed, 
and after this army that had gone forth with ban- 
ners and music to southwestern Missouri, and 


the enemy fleeing before them, took up its line of || gu 


march back to the line of the railroad, and the 
more densely populated settlements. The people 
of southwestern Missouri, who, in the exuber- 


ance of their zeal, when they saw the stars and || 
stripes berne by Frémont’sarmy, had clapped their | 


hands with joy, and proclaimed themselves for the 


Union—these men from the very heights of con- 
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ee 


| 
| 
| 
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| 


fidence and hope, were plunged into the very valley | who bore himself so meekly? He visits New 
of despondency by this forward movement being || York, after official consent was at last obtained for 
changed into a retreat. And when the army took | him to leave St. Louis, and refuses the compli- 
up its backward march, they, knowing what fate || mentary reception that thousands would gladly 
they oye expect to meet from the vengeance ot || have joined in. No word of bitterness or com- 
the rebel hordes of Price—the halter, the prison, || plaint falls from his lips. 








outrage and robbery, tyranny and spoliation— | 
followed that army, with their sorrowing families, 
in sad procession, back to St. Louis, penniless 
and homeless, when, had Frémont not been super- 
seded, the army would have gone on with the 
banner they had welcomed full high advanced, 
instead of coming back, and leaving all southwest 
Missouri to be ravaged by traitors, until three 
months afterwards a more fortunate general led 
another army over the same route that Frémont 
had trodden, and on the same mission.’ No, sir; 
that was the saddest day that the loyal men of 
Missouri had ever seen. 


FREMONT’S PROCLAMATION. 


My friend has said that the proclamation of 
General Frémont was bombastic. I cannot turn 
aside from this argument to analyze its sentences 
and to discuss the question whether it was bom- 
bastic or firm and decided; whether it was a mere 
flourish of the pen, or intended to prove that those 
who embarked in rebellion should find it acostly 
experiment, not only as to their lives but also as 
to their possessions. The President modified it, 
as he had a constitutional right to do. I have 
never quarreled with the President because he saw 
fit to say that that proclamation must be changed. 
I regret that he was of that opinion. But I know 
Mr. Lincoln to be an honest man—as honest and 
as conscientious and true-hearted a man as Walks 
the earth; and I know he must have taken this 
position because he felt, looking over the whole 
country, thatthatseemed tobe hisduty. Whether 
he erred or Frémonterred, I would be the last man 
to asperse any of Mr. Lincoln’s acts, when they 
are based, as all know they are, on his convic- 
tions. When the President ordered the procla- 
mation to be modified, General Frémont replied in 
a letter, moderate and not ‘* bombastic,’’ wherein 
he says he prefers, if the President feels it neces- 
sary, he should himself modify it; and that he 
would bow to the order, asa Laherdhtat should 
always bow to the rebuke of his chief. 

I think my friend might have spared the sar- 
casticremarks which he made about the threatened 
mutiny at Springfield when General Frémont was 
removed from command. I have the assurance of 
a gentleman from Indiana, whose word is as good 
as my oath, or any other man’s oath—I mean Col- 
onel Hudson, the agent of the State of Indiana— 
who was there at the time, that there was sadness 
all over the camp when the news came that Fré- 
mont was actually superseded. This may have 
been unjust to his successor. It may have been 
unwarranted; but still the fact was so. The fact 
also exists that Frémont’s utmost influence was 
promptly exerted to preserve subordination among 
his troops. He bowed, withouta murmur, to the 
decision; though it took from him the coveted op- 
portunity of vindicating himself against all who 
had attacked him, and he demanded that all under 
his command should cordially obey his successor. 
His farewell to * the Mississippi army ’’—which 
he had labored so earnestly, against all adverse 
circumstances, to organize; which he had led, by 
forced marches that seem incredible, almost into 
the presence of the retreating enemy; and which 
was the only army of the Union that had, up to 
that time, been led fifty miles away from a rail- 
road or a navigable water-course—has been read, 
not only in our own but also in foreign lands, even 
by men who, with the multiplied charges against 
him had doubted his capacity, with moistened 
eyes, as they saw how sohiy that. man, thus 
stricken down, fell without a word of complaint, 
and closed his military career in the western de- 
partment by stirring words of encouragement to 
the gallant soldiers from-whom he was thus sep- 
arated. Even one of the leading New York papers 
that denounced him spoke in highly eulogistic lan- 

e of the manner in which he met his fate. 
het when twenty thousand of the constituents of 
my friend from Ohio, (Mr. Gurtey,} who had been 
on his staff, came thronging to honor the fallen 

eneral, and offered him an ovation in the city of 
Gincinnati, he declined it/and passed through 
without accepting any hospitality. Six months 
have passed since then. Has there been a man 















He comes to this city, 
subpenaed by acongressional committee, totestify 
as to his management of his responsible trust. He 
comes here, and bears himself as modestly as in 
New York. Do yousee any parade of his gaping 
wounds to the people? Not atall. He has not 
even prompted me to say a single word in his be- 
half, although he knows me to be his friend. I 
have not asked him for a single fact in reference 
to his case, because I wanted to speak independ- 
a here, as a Representative of the people. He 
doubtless longs to be in the service of fis country 
at this hour of her peril. And though he may 
chafe atinaction,as his heart boundsat the thought 
of being again at the head of advancing squadrons 
driving the enemies of the country before him, 
have you seen a single line of complaint from his 
pen against those who counseled his ie ane ? 

But, to recur to his proclamation. Let me ask 
what difference was there in substance between 
that proclamation and thecelebrated remark in Cin- 
cinnati of Andrew Johnson, that loyal, Jackson- 
like and heroic Senator from Tennessee, whom 
all true men in the country cherish in their heart 
of hearts? He said, about the very time when 
Frémont issued his proclamation, ‘‘ that no rebel 
had a right toownanything.’’ Frémont said that 
the real and personal property of rebels should be 
confiscated to the public use, and that their slaves, 
if they had any, should be declared free men; and 
Andrew Johnson, a slaveholding Senator from a 
slaveholding State, said that no rebel had a right 
to own anything. I can see no difference between 
the two, except that Frémont, as a commandin 
general, desiring thus to weaken the power anc 
cripple the resources of the traitors, embodied it in 
a proclamation, as the Senator did ina sentence. 


THE FALL OF LEXINGTON. 


I come now to the siege and fall of Lexington. 
I think I have shown, by General Lyon’s own 
statement, that he did not arraign Frémont for not 
being strengthened and succored; and I should 
have added then that Frémont arrived in St. Louis 
only fourteen days before Lyon’s death. I have 
shown where General Lyon thought the respons- 
ibility rested. I have shown the dispatch from 
General McClellan, only six days before Fremont 
arrived at St. Louis, saying that there were only 
enough troops and arms to reinforce Cairo, and 
that the troops he could spare, and but two regi- 
ments at that, must only be used to defend St. 
Louis, and only then * in case of absolute neces- 
sity.”’ 1 will now leave that part of the subject 
and come to the surrender of Mulligan at Lexing- 
ton. I think I can make out as strong a vindica- 
tion for General Frémontthere. | am glad to see 
that my friend from Missouri is paying so much 
attention, The attachmeut between him and me 
has been such that it is the most painful duty of 
my life to have to differ from him to-day on such 
a subject. 1 would far rather meet any one else 
here in the collision of conflicting views; but we 
can differ, I know, as friends should differ when 
their roads separate. 

My friend said that troops could be got in cms 
direction to defend Cairo. Now here 18a dispatch 
from Governor Morton, of Indiana, in response 
to Frémont’s pressing aeons dated the 4th of 
August, three days after Frémont went to Cairo, 
and six days before Lyon was killed: 

“Can send five regiments if leave is granted by the De 


partment, as I am ordered to send them East as fast as 
ready.’? 


Now, to show also how General Frémont was 
“aided”? at that time, here is a dispatch from 
Washington, eight days before Lyon died, and 
when Cairo, from General Prentiss’s dispatches, 
was so bare of artillery: 


Wasuinoton, Jugust 2, 1861. 
To Major General J. C. Frémont, Cairo; 

This dispatch was sent yesterday to commanding offi- 
cer department Ohio, Cincinnati. Order two (2) compa- 
nies fourth artillery, with their batteries, under Howard 
and Kingsbury, to St. Louis without delay. 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 
M. BLAIR, P. M. G. 


i doubt not Frémont’sheart bounded as he read 
of this timely aid coming to his relief. ~ 
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of ihe same diy: 

War DecantTMentT, WasernoTon, Iugust2, 1861. 
Toe General Pr Moni: 
inee ordering Ue two botteries for you yesterday, tt 
appears ove ¢ and the other ix in wert- 
er Virginians neither cau be withdrawn. The order iscoun 
ter manderi WINFLELD SCOTT. 

! will not comment on the disappointment the 
general most have felt; but he toiled on with 
almost daily drawbacks like these. 

I come now to Lexington. I happened on the 
14.h of September to be in the city of St. Louis, 
when the whole city was excited at the news 
which had just reached it that Price was march- 
ing on that gallant and devoted band at Lexing- 


‘ 


any as noe gone 


guards which General Frémont had under him, it | 


reminded me that Colonel Mulligan did not bear 


testimony to the efficiency of the home guards at | 


Lexington. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. If Colonel Malli- 
gan mate such a statement, he is not as magnan- 
imous as he is brave. IL will undertake to prove 
that the home guards in the trenches at Lexing- 
ton bore themselves as gallantly as did Colonel 


Mulligan, or any other man who was there, Col- | 


onel Grover was wounded, and died of his wounds; 
Colonel Peabody was badly wounded; Colonel 


W hite is still disabled by wounds received in that | 
fight; and the gallant major of the Kansas City | 


home guards, whose name at this moment, I am || 


ashumed to say, has slipped my memory, also | 


received honorable wounds. Thus it will be seen | 
that the commanding officer of every battalion of || 


home guards was wounded; and as large a pro- 
portion of men were killed and wounded as among 
the Iliinois regiments. No man should disparage 


those who have shed their blood for the country. | 


Mr. COLFAX. Colonel Mulligan’s testimony 
ie the reverse of that. . I was not there, and there- 
fore do not know. 

Mr. BLALR, of Missouri. 
of the case, 

Mr, COLFAX. I wish my friend to understand 
that 1 do not arraign the home guards atall. I 
do not arraign anybody. I am simply on the de- 
fense, and am stating the facts from history, and 
from official documents, which can be read by the 
whole country. L only made the passing remark 
that Mulligan did not regard the home guards as 
valuable auxiliaries in his defense, though my 
friend cites their number in various towns as part 
of Fremout’s effective force. 

When Larrived at Su Louts on the 14th of Sep- 
tember, | s»w Lieutenant Governor Hall. He told 
me that Price was marching through the center of 
Missouri, up toward Lexington, with fifteen thou- 


vsand men, and that Fremont ought to send outa 


column for the purpose of intercepting and captur- 
ingthem. 1 asked him how many men Fremont 
had in St. Louis. He said he had twenty thou- 
sand men, and spoke with great positiveness as to 
the number. | thoughtif that was correct, there 
was noexcuse for not sending them, and went to 
headquarters at once to see General Frémont. | 
told him it was represented that he had twenty 
thousand men in Sc. Louis, that Price was march- 


These are the facts | 





ing on Lexington with a large force, and urged | 


that a force be fent without delay to cut him off. 
He replied: ** Mr. Corrax, | will tell you, confi- 
denuially, how many men we have in St. Louis, 
though | would not have it published on the streets 
for my life. The opinion in the city is that we 
have twenty thousand men here, and this gives 
us strength. If it were known here what was the 
aciual number, our enemies would be promptly 
informed. But I will show you how many there 
are.’’ tle rang the bell, and his secretary brought 
in the muster-roils of the morning. I read them, 
and there were in the city and fora circuit of seven 
miles round, less than eight thousand men, home 
guards aud all. There were actually but two 
tull regiments, and the remainder of the force was 
made up of fragmentary and undisciplined regi- 
ments of two buadeed and fifty, four hundred, and 
six hundred men. It was a beggarly array of an 
army in prapectiee to what was needed at that 
time for the defense even of that city againstene- 
mies withoutor within,and Ltold himso. ‘ But,”’ 
said L, ‘tern tyouspare some of these men??? The 
tears stood in his eyes as he handed me two tele- 
ee fispatches, just received by him, which 

read then with pain and sadness, and will read 
now, and the House can judge how they aided 
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Rut here is another dispatch from General Scott | him in his plans for the reinforcement of Mulli- 


gan, or the capture of Price’s army. 
W asnutnoton, September 14, 1861. 


| To Major General Fremont : 


| 


ton; and when my friend spoke about the home | 


On consultation with the President and head of Depart- 
ment, it was determined to call upon you for five thousand 
well armed infantry, to be sent here without a moment’s 
delay. Give them three days’ cooked rations. ‘This draft 
from your forces to be replaced by you from the States of 
Iiiinois, lowa, Kansas, &c. How many men have you 
under arms in your district? Please answer fully and im- 
inediately. SIMON CAMERON, 

Secretary of War. 
Wasuineton, September 14, 1861. 
To Major General Frémonrt : 

Detach five thousand infantry from your department, to 
come here without delay, and report the number of the 
troops that will be left with you. The President dictates. 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

I have shown you before that there were regi- 
ments there waiting, without guns, and yet, when 
under these desperate circumstances, General Fré- 
montboughtguns, the best he could get, he was de- 


| nounced because they were not Springfield mus- 


kets or Enfield rifles, or the best arms known to 
the service. He was not allowed to send unarmed 
regiments, to be armed after they reached Wash- 


| ington, or on the road. From these he could have 





filled the order easily. But they must be ‘* well- 
armed infantry.’’ And he had been begging for 
‘*arms, arms of any kind,’’ the whole fifty days 
he had then been in command in the West, but 
mosuy in vain. And now, “ five thousand well- 
oaed ioheniae* were needed to swell the forces 
of the army of the Potomac. I do not allude to 
this to criticise. Like Frémont, I believe the cap- 
ital of the country was, first ofall, to be defended, 
and if he was foiled in his plans by demands like 
these, at such acritical moment, impartial history 
hereafter will show that it was his misfortune, not 
his fault. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
dispatches? 

Mr. COLFAX. Saturday, the 14th of Septem- 
ber; the very day | was there—just six days before 
the fall of Lexington—for I wish the House to re- 
member that Mulligan surrendered Friday, Sep- 
tember 20. I asked him what he would do, and 
my heart sank as I asked. Here were the best of 
his forces ordered away to Washington. I told 
him I would, if in his place, telegraph to Mr. Lin- 
coln that he had not the eighty thousand efficient 
soldiers in his department that rumor stated he 
had; that Missouri would be lost ifthe troops were 
takenaway. ‘ No,’’ said he, ‘* that would be in- 
subordination, with which I have already been 
unjustly charged. The capital must be again in 
danger, and must be saved, even if Missouri fall 
and I sacrifice myself.”” 

After that interview, after the noble and patri- 
otic sentiment that fell from his lips, I should have 
been false to my convictions of right and justice, 
if I had not stootl up here to-day and defended 
the man who was willing, even at his own sacri- 
fice, to save the capital of the nation. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The gentleman says 
General Frémont on that day took out the muster- 
rolls, and showed him how many troops there 
were at St. Louis. 

Mr. COLFAX. Yes, sir; less than eight thou- 
sand, 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. It so happens that 
on that same day—the ]4th of September—Gen- 
eral Frémont returned to Simon Cameron, Secre- 
tary of War, the following statement of the forces 
under his command: 

St. Louis (including home guard) .........++.4-+++ 6,890 
Under Brigadier General Pope(including home guard) 5,483 
Lexington (including home guard).......-.++++++++ 2,400 
Jefferson City (one quarter home guard)........... 9,677 


TOMO s oec cniescccccccccsevcvcccsocccscecdcccccs Ge 
Cape Girardeau... ....scsccccsvecsccss eosees-cos 650 


What is the date of these 


Bird’s Point and Norfolk ...... .cccescscesesccccece G10 
Cairo (including McClernand’s brigade)...........+ 4,826 
Fort Holt, opposite Cairo, Kentucky shore......... - 3,595 


Paducal do ssccccccccacrscwogceed cee sogcevosevere S90Mk 
Under General Latte.......ccceccsccescccccens cone Sy200 
Monroe City, near Cairo.........ccseeeseceeeseces 900 
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Thus oe will see that there were some twenty 
thousand men at and about Cairo; and you will 


further see, by reference to the documents that, 
under the order the gentleman has read, not a man 
was sent out of Missouri, and but two regiments 
were started from his department at all. Two 





| 








regiments, I believe, left his department, and went 


| as far as General Buell’s department, and went no 
| further. The order was countermanded, and no 


more troopssent. The tworegiments started were 
L believe, Lilinois troops in or about Cairo and Pa. 
ducah. General Frémont did not send a man out 
of Missouri, | repeat, under that order, and he 
was not required to do it. So that the explana- 
tion which the gentleman gives, and which Gen- 
eral Fremont gives, by way of excusing himself 
for not sending reinforcements to Colonel Mullj- 
an, about this order to send five thousand men to 
ashington, amounts to just this: that no troops 
were sent to Washington at all under that order. 
— two regiments were sent from his department 
under it, and none from Missouri under it. 

Mr. COLFAX. The gentleman from Missourj 
occupied two hours in his speech, and he has 
taken a considerable portion of my time since. [| 
shall only ask to be lieusa to go on after the ex. 
piration of my hour for the time that has been 
taken from me; and I do not know thatthe com- 
mittee will give me that, [cries of **Oh, yes!’’] [ 
presume a majority of the committee will give 
their consent, but a single member has the power 
to prevent it. 

Evil enlighten my friend from Missouri now 
on the point he has cited. When this order came 
to send five regiments to Washington, General 
Fremont sent down to Carondeletand ordered the 
twenty-fourth Indiana regiment, one of the only 
two full regiments he had in St. Louis or its yi- 
cinity, to proceed to Washington, but the officers 
of the regiment came up to his headquarters and 
urged him to allow them to remain in Missouri; 
and that is the reason they did not go. He then 
changed the order, and likea faithful subordinate 
he telegraphed to Washington that he was pre- 
paring to obey the order—although it made his 
heart bleed. Here are the dispatches: 

HEADQUARTERS WESTERN DePaRTMENT. 
Sr. Louis, September 14, 1861. 
To Colonel E. D. Townsenp, 4. 4. G., Washington City: 

I am preparing to obey the orders received this evening 

for the five regiments. J. C. FREMONT, 
Major General Commanding. 


HeapquaRtTers Western DEPARTMENT, 
Sr. Louis, September 14, 1861. 
To General Tuomas, 4. G., Washington City: 
I am preparing to obey the orders received this evening 
from the Secretary of War for the five regiments. I also 


send messenger. J. C. FREMONT, 
Major General Commaniing. 

True, as the gentleman from Missouri says, the 
order was at last partially countermanded; but, 
when days were almost years, he was engaged in 
preparations for sending on three more regiments 
of ** well-armed infantry,’’ besides the two he did 
send, for rour pays out of the six that elapsed 
between the order from Washington and the fall 
of Lexington; and engaged besides in the most 
vigorous attempts, out of his scattered forces in 
the vast area of disloyal territory they were hold- 
ing, from Paducah to the Kansas frontier, to rein- 
force the imperiled Mulligan. Here is the coun- 
termanding order, after four days and nights of 
anxious labors to comply both with duty on one 
side and orders on the other, for which his reward 
has been a sad one indeed: 

WasuineTon, September 18, 1861. 

To Major General Frémont: 

General Scott acquiesces to your wishes in your prop- 
osition to retain troops not already forwarded. He has tel- 
egraphed order to retain the two regiments which have left 


for Cincinnati to wait orders for afew days, if they have not 
passed beyond that city. E. D. TOWNSEND. 


Let us return to Malligan’s peril. Thinking 
there might still be hope of obtaining reinforce- 
ments by appealing to the Governors of States 
near at aie for, if they could send troops 1m- 
mediately to St. Louis, he could order up all his 
available forces there by steamboat toward Lex- 
ington—he telegraphed, on this very 14th of Sep- 
tember, to Governor Morton and Governor Den- 
nison, of Indiana and Ohio, for help. And these 
are the replies: (Mr. Coggeshall was Governor 
Dennison’s military secretary :) 


InpIANAPOLis, September 14, 1861. 
We have received orders to send all available forces to 


Wo 
O. P. MORTON, Governor of Indiana. 


Cotumsus, On1o, September 15, 1861. 
No troops are ordered to eastern Virg nia. All our troo 
aré ordered to western Virginia. Deunison is in Wash- 

ington. W. T. COGGESHALL. 
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it His only remaining hope was in his own men, || living could have done more. 


i 





lize ’ 
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Ladd here the offi- || threatening Ironton, in southeast Missouri, and 














0 his scattered forces, to weaken himself at some } cial dispatch to Jeff. C. Davis: | Polk and Pillow, with a number of troops, esti- 
> points on his long line to save Lexington, if pos- || Hasnqusetese ingusan ri | mated at twenty to twenty-six thousand, were 
y sible. And what did he do? My friend says— | ‘ens Ase colemn of oe ee oP Brag aa | down at Columbus, threatening our inferior forces 
t- and I have his exact words—‘* itcannot be shown |! Lexington, you are herebyédirected immediately to onier || &t Cairo; and in addition to that, there were the 
it that he moved one single man towards Lexington |! two of the regiments under your command to the reinforee- || forces of Jeff, Thompson, Martin Green, «nd 
e atall.’? Lexington fell on Friday, the 20th of Sep- || ment of that place. Orders have already been issued toawo || other guerrilla bands; and there were organized 
L- tember. I shall remember the day to the last hour | eee ee - proceed to Jefferson City, and re- || hands of rebels in every county in the State. The 
- of my life; for 1 watched, as did my constituents, || » Brigadier Genetal Sturgis, now at Mexico, will also re- || State was heaving and seething with insurrection 
lf day by day and hour by hour for news from there, | pair to Lexington with his entire force of infantry and a | under his feet, and he had to restore it to its loy- 
.. with a solicitude that excluded all thought of all || battery of artillery. On his arrival, he will assume com- || alty, All this Frémont had to encounter, with 
0 other questions. ‘ \| mand of all the troops at that To, FREMONT nearly eighty thousand rebels threatening all these 
8 General Frémont telegraphed in every direc- | Major General Commanding. exposed points, with the disloyalists at their 
a tion. He ordered General Pope to come down |! To Colonel Jerr. C. Davis, homes, and with an inadequate force to meet the 
it to Lexington and reinforce Mulligan there; he | Colonel Commanding at Jefferson City. enemy. Sir,a senpenmnney was thrown upon 
ordered General Sturgis to come down and rein- |} Now, let us examine what was done. Pope’s || him which I would not to-day take upon my 
ri force him; he ordered Jefferson C. Davis, of In- | reinforcements did not arrive; General Sturgis shoulders for the best office in the gift of the 
8 diana, acting brigadier general at Jefferson City, || did come toa point near the river on the opposite || American people or of the world. 
I to go forward and reinforce him, He used every | side from Lexington; and I have the testimony oun Sirvadvicdriwe comuterer. 
(+ means in his power, The telegraphic wires were || of Colonel Mulligan himself that if he hadactually | ; . ; 
n hot with his dispatches, sent in every direction, || come within sight with his forces on the opposite While he was straggling nobly to perform his 
\- to secure the reinforcement of Mulligan. See the || side of the river, Price had got so tired of fighting, || duty, from every side came the poisoned arrows 
[ columns of them of these eventful days in the offi- || the defense had been so persistent and unyield- || of calumny, and the ex parte testimony of the 
e cial dispatches, at last published in the New York ing, that he would have retired, notwithstanding || investigating committee of this House, charging 
r Tribune, and which attest his sleepless energy so || his force of twenty thousand men, with eight brig- || him with connivance with contractors to plunder 
strikingly. Now, four days before Mulligan sur- ‘| adier generals, besieging one colonel of the Union || the Treasury. 1 regret to have to allude to their 
W rendered, see what General Pope telegraphs: ‘| forces. But the evidence is, that Sturgis came || course, for every member of the committee, | be- 
e PALMYRA, September 16,1861. || downtoa point within a fewmilesof the river, and || lieve and hope, is my personal friend. 
il To Major Gencral FRémonT: i : learning that the ferry-boats had been destroyed, | Sir, I have learned to look with some distrust 
e Frou paper just handed me [learn for first time that im- || and that, therefore, it was impossible for him to || upon ex parte testimony. I recollect that when 
y portant matters are occurring at Lexington. The troops I || cross the river, ‘and learning from a contraband— || my icon from Ohio (Mr. Sueanan | whe. neu 
sent to Lerington will be there the day after to-morrow, and ’ ; 5 F ae : , . . 
- consist of two full regiments of infantry, four picces of artil- || for they were permitted then to come within our || occupies a seatat the other end of the Capitol, was 
8 lery, and 150 irregular horse. Thesg with the t7o Ohio regi- || lines and give information as to rebel movements || at the head ofa committee sitting in judgment upon 
d mente, which will reach there on Thursday, will make are- || _that Price’s force was twenty to twenty-five || the then Secretary of the Navy, Mr. Toucey, they 
inforcement of 4,000 men and four pieces of artillery. Do . Qo r . . 
5 you wish me to come down to St. Louis, or go to Canton || thousand, deeming that be had not a force suffi- || wrote to Secretary Toucey, as | found in reread- 
n and Keokuk to finish matters in this section? The follow- || cient to meet them, as he had not, he retired. 4 ing their report recently, that they were going to 
> Pde Seals Feet ee Rennes, aoe | Fremont, however, supposed that, by four days || examine into the live-oak contract and other mat- 
- sere raed ¢ ak Dencheeel, O50 of Mibviah?s veatinguts atst. || afterhis order to him, he would have reached Lex- || ters, and that he would be welcome to come and 
8 Joseph, coming east, 3,000 Lowa and Missouri irregular || ington; and on the 18th—two days before Lex- || listen to the evidence; and subsequently, when 
troops. Please answer to Quincy. || ington fell—he sent orders to him at that point. they had taken the evidence of eight witnesses, 
JOHN POPE, Brigadier General. || Jefferson C. Davis, upon the reception of Gen- || they had a correct copy of it made and sent it to 
So thateGeneral Fremont had the promise that || eral Frémont’s orders, embarked as soon as pos- | Secretary Toucey, with a respectful letter, offer- 
. on the 18th, two days before Lexington actually | sible—for it takes time—his available force upon || ing to subpena any witnesses he might desire to 
fell, two full regiments, four cannon, and one hun- || some steamboats; and they proceeded uptheriver | have called, and when subsequent witnesses ap- 
dred and fifty cavalry should succor the brave gar- || to a place called Glasgow, where, learning the | peared before them, they took the same course. 
rison there holding out, and that by Thursday, || rebels had erected batteries, they landed for the || ‘This was an example of impartiality towards a 
the 19th, one day before Mulligan ‘surrendered, || purpose of storming them before proceeding under | political opponent worthy of admiration and im- 
the reinforcement from Pope’s forces for Lexing- i| their fire; and in the darkness of the night they || itation. np 
ton should be increased still further, to four'thou- || fired into each other, and being thrown into con- | But how was it in the case of Frémont? I un- 
s sand men. That they did not arrive there and fusion, they did not get to Lexington in time to || dertake to say, and history proves it, that while 
save it, is not Frémont’s fault, then. || reinforce Colonel Mulligan. '| Frémont was out hunting the enemy, some per- 
Nor was this all. On the 13th of September, || Thesethreeforcesfrom different directions, then | sons—not the committee, perhaps, but hisenemies 
the day before I arrived there, it was supposed at || set out under the orders of General Frémont to || in St. Louis—were hanung up witnesses against 
? St. Louis that Price’s advance threatened Boone- || reinforce the gallant defenders of Lexington, and || him to have ex parte testuaony taken there; and 
: ville; and Fremont telegraphed General Sturgis, || he failed in accomplishing that purpose because || no sooner was it taken, while he was still in the 
; then in north Missouri, as follows: 1 the elements seemed to be against him, and not || face of the foe endeavoring to obtain victory for 
i Heapquarrens Western Deranruent, || because he did not seek in anny possible way to || our arms and periling his life for his country, a 
i ; ' Sr. Louis, September 13, 1861. '| succor that besieged garrison. His dispatches to | synopsis of these ex parte statements was given by 
f Sir: Information having been received at these head- || his secret agents are not, of course, published; but | some one to some newspaper correspondent and 
| quarters ofan intended attack on Booneville, you are hereby || a reply from one of them, Charles Noyes, says | sent upon the wires all over the country, so as to 
Fetter Nace care rates44t. | that Stargis was expected to reach Lexington the | poison the public mind aginst the commander of 
; force of infantry and artillery. 1c. aidheanie | Wednesday night before the surrender, and Gen- || the department of the West and assist in achiev- 
F Major General Commanding. || tal Lane the Thursday night before. Fate seemed || ing his overthrow. Sir, I think that in common 
To Brigadier General Srurais, Mezico. | to prevent these reinforcements, not the inactivity | Justice, In common humanity—if there are such 
f But on the eventful.14th of September it was || or indifference of Frémont. , | things as justiceand humanity—when he returned, 
: discovered that the asllick would probably be on Now, to appreciate the difficulties General F'ré- || a deposed general, the committee might, if they 
i L.cchomention be delectenhon : g -. || mont had to contend with in bringing any con- || did not see fit to do so before, have sent him the 
eae graphed again to Sturgis, || siderable number of men to an t || ad yidenc hich up to this hour they h 
ots Gelbemves y one point, you || adverse evidence, which up to this hour they have 
Heapquarrers Western Department, || MUSt remember the extended frontier, and the || never done, and said to him: ‘ Sir, before you 
Sr. Lours, September 14, 1861. large number of posts he had to defend. Troops | were sent to this department, you were supposed 
Sin: You are hereby directed to move, via Utica, with || were stationed, and had to be, not only at St. || to be an honest man, but this testimony clouds 
all practicable speed to Lexington, on the Missouri river, || Louis and Cairo, but all through north Missouri, || your character. It was taken in your absence; if 
with your force of infantry and artillery. You will send | = 7 





at Lexington, at Jefferson City, at Rolla, at lron- || you have any vindication or defense to offer, we 
ton, at Cape Girardeau, at Bird’s Point, at Fort || wil! subpena your witnesses and give their testi- 
Holt, opposite Cairo, at Norfolk, at Mound City, || mony to the world in company with that taken 
at Paducah, and many other points. Judge Blair || against you while you were in the field.”’ But no, 
| testifies how difficult it was for him, here at the || the testimony was never sent to him, and he has 
capital and with the influence wielded by a mem- || never seen it, unless some member of the House ° 
ber of the Cabinet, to obtain attention to western || ere this has lent him a copy; he has had no official! 
| Interests, or compliance with western requisitions. || information concerning it. 
| But Frémont, with troops constantly orderedaway | My friend from Missouri says that Frémont 
| from him, with a plentiful lack of guns, with credit || has not demanded a trial. I wish to ask him if he 
ington, and says, “move promptly,’? On the 14th || impaired, if not ruined, by the possibility of his | did not make charges against General Frémont a 
he telegraphs him that he is sending him up regi- || removal, (and since then these creditors have seen || before the late Secretary of War, Mr. Cameron? 
ments and batteries from St. Louis, while he also || their claims delayed for months, till examined by | Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Certainly. 
notifies the iret at Washington that they || a board of commissioners, and even still unpaid, ) Mr. COLFAX. ‘Then I wish to say this: 
should have the five regiments they demanded || was expected to organize victory and triumph || that if Secretary Cameron, the Minister of War, 
from him—two from St. Louis, two from Cairo | over every adverse circumstance. thought those charges worthy of consideration, it 
and vicinity, and one from Llinois—absolutely But let us look further, and see what was the || was his duty to have put Frémont on trial. 1 wish 
stripping himself in St, Louis of every means of condition of affairs when Price marched upon || to ask my friend now, if he has not also made 
defense to comply with these wants in every direc- || Lexington. Why, sir, at the very time when || charges against General Frémont before the pres- 
|| Price, with from fifteen to seventeen thousand || ent Secretary of War? 


tion. Not content with issuing orders, you find 
| men, was threatening Lexington, McCulloch was Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, I preferred charges 


back the three companies of the Frémont hussars, under 
Captain Blum, to St. Louis. 


The most practicable route from Utiea to Lexington for 
you will be by Austinville, Finney’s Grove, and Morton. 
J. C. FREMONT, 
Major General Commanding. 
To Brigadier General Srurets, Mezico. 


On the 13th, he twice telegraphs to acting Brig- 
adier General Jeff. C. Davis, at Jefferson City, to 
send forward two regiments to strengthen Lex- 





} 
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| 
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nearly half a dozen the same day to his officers, 
urging celerity,energy, rapid movement. No man || threatening Rolla me Jefferson City, Hardee was || against him at the time, and the gentleman knows 
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very well that I have preferred no charges since; 
but I know that the Judge Advocate has preferred 
charges since. 

Mr.COLFAX. Then, if the present Secretary 
of War deems them worthy of investigation, it is 
his duty to order a trial. General Frémont has 
the same right as the meanest and wickedest man 
in the country has—the right to meet his accusers 
face to face, and to stand up in his own defense, 
and vindicate himself against these charges. 

My friend was arrested by General Frémont, 
and I fecl authorized to say that I went to Fré- 
mont at the time and remonstrated with him, and 


spoke in terms of condemnation of his arrest of | 
my friend as being unwise and wrong; that the 


Pp? 


country would regard it as the result of a personal 
quarrel, &c. Sincerely the friend of both, I de- 
sired, if possible, to restore friendly relations 
between them. It was during the dark days of 
which I have spoken; and General Frémont re- 
plied that it was for insubordination; that he could 
not expect subordination in others if, on account 
of my friend’s influence and power, which he did 
not underrate, he passed his by in silence. Still, I 
deeply reeretted it. j 
charged by order of General Seott, did he think 
it necessary for his character that, after having 
been thus discharged, he should still insist on a 
trial? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
demand a trial. 

Mr. COLFAX. But none was had. Then, if 
my friend has made charges against General Fré- 
mont; and the War Department, either under Mr. 


Yes, sir; and I did 


Cameron or Mr. Stanton, deemed the charges | 


such as substantially. affect his present rank, it 


was their duty to arraign him and put him on 
trial. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Charges have been 
preferred against him by the proper officer of the 


States. 
Mr. WADSWORTH asked a question in ref- 


erence to the contract for the fortifications of St. 





But when my friend was dis- | 


Louis, which was inaudible at the reporters’desk. | 
Mr. COLFAX. I am speaking now, not on dol- | 
lars and cents, but to vindicate the history of the | 


past; but | will answer the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky as follows: I said at the opening of my re- 
marks, if the gentleman had been kind enough to 
listen to me, which | suppose he did not, that I 
did not defend the fortification contract, nor did I 
deem it wise or economical. 

Mr. WADSWOR®#H. 
Bay SO. 

Mr. COLFAX. Iam not called upon to defend 
that contract, butin justice to General Frémont, 


yeard tne ge eman 
1} i the gentl 


it ought to be stated that the contractor offered, | 
if the work could be done by day only, instead of | 


dey and might uninterruptedly, when he would | 
have to pay extra for night work, to do it for | 


sixty per cent. less; but Frémont said * time is 
worth more than money; do the work immedi- 
ately, with all the foree you can put on, working 
night and day’’—for he was just then preparing 
for his march against Price. He needed all avail- 
able troops, and, with the fortifications, he could 
leave § bouig witha smaller force for its defense. 

But T-want now to puta question to the gentle- 
man, argumentum ad hominem, as he has opened 
this question. Suppose you find that some claim 
has passed this Congress which everybody con- 


|| a fair profit on his labor, and his decision whatever it was, 
Government—the Judye Advocate of the United | 


| As I do not defend these contracts, deeming them 


| T will let him make the explanation in his own 


| officer to reduce them to what was just and reasonable to 
|| both parties, having reference to the circumstances under 








cedes to be entirely wrong and inexcusable; and || 


suppose some man looking over the Globe finds, | 
on the list of yeas and nays on the vote by which | 


that mouey wasimproperly taken outof the Treas- 
ury, that Mr. Wapswortn voted for it, and ar- 
ragns him before the people for it. This, on ex parte 
evidence, would look badly. Here is a cheating 
claim on the Treasury, the people would say, and 
the claimant gets his money out of our Treasury 
by the direct aid and consent of our Representa- 
tive’s vote. But there are two sides to it. The 
gentleman from Kentucky rises and says, “ Does 
notmy defamer know that the Committee of Claims 
reported favorably upon that claim, and that it is 
the custom of members of Congress to follow the 
report of the Committee of Claims, in cases which 
they have closely scrutinized, and against which 
they themselves see no objection?” And when 
the gentleman has thus been heard in his defense, 
everybody says that, although he voted for the 
claim, he is acquitted, because his explanation is 
satisfactory. Phat is the only fair way to try a 








| details with which Lam not acquainted, I respectfully refer 


| cost is, L think, less than $300,000. 


| Kinstry had done. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


man. Strike, but hear before you strike. If Fré- 
mont shall prove that he made this contract to 
carry on the work day and night until its comple- 
tion, upon the advice of engineers and men expe- 
pa in work of this kind, 1t will be at least some 
palliation of it, just as the gentleman’s vote in 
favor of a bad claim, on the recommendation of 
the proper committee, would palliate it. Ido not 
know what Frémont’s defense is. I have notasked 
him what his defense is. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. The case which the 
gentleman puts is not at all like this case. It ap- 
pears that Frémont made a contract with an ad- 
venturer of the name of Beard for earthworks and 
embankments, at $2 50 per cubic yard for remov- 
ing the earth, when the committee tell us it was 
only worth sixty cents a cubic yard; a difference 
of $1 90. 

Now, if I did anything of that sort as a member 
of Congress, I should say that 1 was unworthy of 
holding my seat here, and my constituents would 
be netied in denouncing my action as the result 
of bribery, or other improper influence. 

Mr. COLFAX. Iam reminded by a friend near 
me that General Frémont, in his letter to Senator 
Wane, the chairman of the committee on the 
conduct of the war, explains this matter himself. 





| 
} 
i 
| 





too costly, though I may err against him in that, 


language. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. 
explanation. 

Mr. COLFAX. Tam going to read it to you: 


«When the prices for his work were under discussion and 
were referred to me by General McKinstry, | directed this 


I have never seen that 


which the work was done, and the extra prices that had 
been paid, so as to leave the contractor what might be strictly | | 


was approved by me. For cost of construction and other 


the committee to the testimony of the quartermaster and 
the contractor, whom I have asked to have summoned. 

* To show their nature and value, the reportand testimony 
of the engineers, who planned and were superintending the 
work, will be furnished the committee. The objectaimed | 
at was the completion of the eity defenses in the shortest | 
possible time. The works are thoroughly and well built, 
covering and comprehending the city itself and the sur- 
rounding country ona length of about ten miles, and the total 


*“Tnimy judgment, having in view the time and manner in 
which they were built, the money was well applied, and as 
a measure of expediency and policy, it was fully worth to 
the Government what it cost.” 


This is just exactly what General McClellan 
and the Secretary of War do every day in the 
matter of ordnance, and a thousand other things. 
If Mr. Stanton attends to the business of his De- 
partment, he would not have time to look after 
the details of all the contracts that are made for the 
vast service of that Department. He regards the 
heads of bureausas his legal advisers in the matter. 
General Frémontdidthe same thing with the heads 
of his—the engineer department, quartermaster, | 
&c.,&c. All over the country, General Frémont | 
has been held responsible for what General Mc- 
He never appointed General 
McKinstry, nor could he remove him. McKins- | 
try was appointed by the last Adminstration, and 
continued at that post by the present one. He 
was quartermaster general of that post, just as 
General Meigs is Quartermaster General of the | 
United States. He therefore had the authority to 
do this thing, 

Mr. STEVENS. I understand that McKins- 
try is a good officer, and was appointed on rec- 
ommendations of an influential firm doing busi- 
ness partly in this city and partly in St. Louis. 

Mr. COLFAX. As I said before, Mr. Chair- 
man, | have not attempted to arraign anybody. 
I have not arraigned the commanding general of | 
the army of the Potomac, or any Cabinet officer, 
or the President, or anybody else. 1 have only 
gathered together the facts of history, collected 
these official documents that every one can read, 
und laid them before the House; and with a few | 
remarks in conclusion, I will relieve my fellow- 
members from listening to me further. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has had | 
consent to proceed without limitation as to time. 

Mr. COLFAX. I will not take advantage of 
the good nature of the House. When Frémont 
was superseded what was the condition of affairs |, 
in Missouri? It has gone into history, and will |! 
live there during all time, his proudestand noblest || 
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vindication. The whole State, thanks to his en. 
ergy, Was more tranquil on that day than was 
western Virginia or Kentucky at that period— 
except a little corner down by Arkansas; and an 
United States officer in uniform could ride alone 
from Springfield, near the Arkansas line, to St. 
Louis unmolested and unharmed; that was cer. 
tainly one thing not to his discredit. 

In the second place, the army which he was 
heading was further South than any other army 
of the Union on that day. , That was another good 
sign. 

n the third place, it was headed in the right j- 
rection—southward, after theenemy. That was 
still another good sign. He may be a very in. 
competent general,as my friend insists; but it took 
three months after his supersedure to get things 
back to just the point where he left them, sayins 
nothing of all the rebel outrages during the interim, 

Inthe fourth place, the men under his command 
were filled with loyalty and enthusiasm for him. 
If he had been this imbecile, this corrupt man, 
this timid man, this incompetent general, they 
would have scorned and despised him, and would 
have revolted against him. The brave life guard 
commanded by Zagonyi—who, my friend says, 
won no victory at Springfield—performed the most 


all 


| brilliant achievement of the war up to that lime, 


and lighted up the horizon, after long months of 


| inaction and reverse, with the glorious illumina- 
| tion of that act—the presage of future triumphs 


for our arms. But that charge upon the enemy, 


| with the war cry @f ** Fremont and the Union,” 


cost them dearly. When the life guard came back 
to St. Louis, they were dismissed from service 
‘for words spoken at Springfield.”” They were 


| refused rations for themselves; they were refused 


forage for their horses; they were treated with 
disapproval and almost contempt “ for words 
spoken at Springfield.””’ They were mustered out 
of service; and Zagonyi, who would gladly give 
his life to make another such charge on the rebel 
host, finds no place open for him in the armies of 
the Union. They had dared to charge upon the 
enemy, shouting the name of their chief, whom, 
perhaps, they 
* Loved, not wisely, but too well.” 

But I do insist, however we may differ as to Fre- 
mont, that the noble band who hurled themselves 
on ten times their number, drove them before them 


|| by their impetuous charge, and planted the starry 


banner of the Union on the court-house spire at 
Springfield, should be spoken of on this floor with 
admiration of their heroism, and not by endeavor- 


ing to underrate their brave endeavor. 


In the fifth place, Frémont had marched his 
army rapidly after the enemy, notwithstanding 
the Adjutant General of the United States, who had 
seen him on the road, said he could not move it 


_ for lack of transportation. Mr. Thurlow Weed, 
| in his letter, which was also thrown in the scale 
against Frémont, at the trying hour when his su- 


persedure was pending, and he himself was in the 
field, said the same thing—that Frémont had got 


_ to the Osage, but that he could not progress be- 


yond it, and that it was Well understood at War- 
saw he did not intend to. But, sir, the man who 
scaled the Rocky mountains is not the man who 
stands idle *‘ for lack of transportation.’’ Hethrew 
a bridge across the Osage river in thirty-six work- 
ing hours, infusing into the troops the same en- 


| ergy that has characterized his whole life. The 
|| army crossed, and proceeded with forced marches 


on after the enemy in the right direction. But the 
moment came that he was to be superseded, and 
then he fell. 

In the sixth place, whatever charges have been 
made that he unwisely reposed confidence in cer- 
tain contractors, not even his bitterest enemies 
have intimated that a single dollar of the people's 
money, beyond his salary, has stuck to his fiu- 
gers. 

In the seventh and last place, when he left the 
State of Missouri, all the railroads of the State 
were running for every mile of their length, and 


| to their full capacity; and he left behind him in the 
city of St. Louis a monument of his good sense, 


if not of his genius, in making a connection ot 
all the railroads at the levee, so that the rolling 
stock of all three could be, in case of a sudden 


' emergency, used on any one of them, Thatcloses 


his career as the commander of the department o! 
the West; and the duty of all others the most 
grateful to me, vindicating a friend in the hour o! 
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trial and adversity, having been performed, it 
only remains for me to thank the House for the | ; 
generous extension of time they have given me. || bankers, &c., concerned in the trade between the 

Mr. RICHARDSON obtained the floor, but || Adantic States and the States on the Pacific, pray- 





ee — 


Mr. McDOUGALL presented the petition of | 


Duncan, Sherman & Co., and others, merchants, 


apa 











yielded to ing the Government to provide postal facilities be- 
Mr. TRAIN, who moved that the committee || tween the East and California by steam vessels, 
do now rise. in addition to the overland mail; which was re- 
‘The motion was agreed to. ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker having || Post Roads. 
resumed the chair, Mr. Hutcuins reported that He also presented four petitions of citizens of 
the Committee of the- Whole on the state of the |} California, praying for the establishmentofa semi- 
Union had had under consideration the Union gen- || monthly mail, by steamer, from San Francisco to 
erally ,and particularly a bill to regulate the frank- || Crescent City, in that State; which were referred 
ing privilege, and had come to no conclusion there- . Committee on the Post Office and Post 
n. oads. 
, MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. He also presented the petition of Robert Porter 
A message was received from the Senate, by || and others, citizens of California, praying for the 
Mr. Forney, its Secretary, notifying the House || establishment of postal facilities between the East 
that the Senate had passed an act (S. No. 201) to || and California, by steam vessels, in addition to 
provide for the occupation and cultivation of the | the overland mail; which was referred to the Com- 
cotton and other lands in the possession of the || mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
United States, lying along the southern coast of He also presented the petition of George A. 
the United States; in which he was directed to ask Pendleton and others, citizens of California, pray- 
the concurrence of the House. ing for the establishment of an overland mail route 



























And thereupon, on motion of Mr. COX, (at five || to California, through New Mexico; which waa 
o’clock, p. m.,) the House adjourned till Monday || referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
next. Post Roads. 

Mr. HOWARD presented two petitions of citi- 
zens of Michigan, residents of the copper-pro- 
ducing region of Lake Superior, praying for the 
construction of a military road from, the copper 
region of Lake Superior to connect with the near- 
estrailway stationat Appleton, Wisconsin; which 
were referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
and the Militia. 

He also presented a petition of German citizens 
of Detroit, Michigan, praying Congress to per- 
mit no infringement of the freedom of the press; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. LATHAM presented the petition of George 
W. Johnson, praying compensation for damages 
sustained by him from the seizure and occupa- 
tion of his land, at the cascades of the Columbia 
river, by the troops of the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the memorial of Edward 
Troye, praying Congress to purchase his paint- 
ing of General Winfield Scott; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Wisconsin, praying for the passage of a 
general bankrupt law; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Wis- 
consin, praying for the total abolition of slavery 
throughout the country; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

TREATY WITH HANOVER. 


Mr. SUMNER. The Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
No. 326) to fulfill treaty stipulations with Han- 
over, have had the same under consideration, and 
have directed me to report it back, with a recom- 
mendation that it pass; and ag itis simply to carry 
out a treaty which has already been ratified by 
the Senate, I ask that it be acted on at once. 

There being no objection, the bill was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to appropriate the following sums to enabie the 
President to fulfill the stipulations contained in 
the third and fourth articles of the treaty between 
the United States and Hanover, of the 6th of 
November, 1861: to carry out the stipulations con- 
tained in the third article, $43,454 16; to carry 
out the stipulations contained in the fourth ar- 
ticle, $1,042 90, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary to pay the interest provided for in that 
article. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 


third time, and passed. 
WESTERN MILITARY DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I am direeted by the 
Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia to 
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Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr.SunpERLAND. | 
The Journal of Friday lagt was read and ap- | 
proved. 


RESOLUTIONS OF STATE LEGISLATURES. 


Mr. POMEROY presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Kansas, in favor of the passage of | 
a law legalizing the preémption entries of certain | 
lands in that State; which were referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. McDOUGALL presented resolutions of | 
the Legislature of California, in favor of the pas- | 
sage of a law authorizing the authorities of that 
State to locate lands in lieu of sections reserved 
for public uses or taken by private claims upon 
any unappropriated public lands in the State, ex- 
cept mineral lands; which were referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be | 
printed, ; 

He also presented resolutions of the Legislature 
of California, in favor of the establishment of a 
mail route between San Francisco and ports in | 
China and Japan; which were referred to the | 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. HARRIS presented resolutions of the Ho- 
meopathic Medical Society of New York, pray- | 
ing that homeopathic physicians may be ap- | 
pointed in the Army and Navy; which were | 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and | 
the Militia. 

He also presented the petition of merchants, 
traders, and citizens of the city of New York, 
praying for the passage of a general uniform bank- 
rupt law; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of citizens of the 
town of Holland, Erie county, New York, pray- 
ing for the passage of a law allowing the New 
York Caucasian, and all other Democratic papers | 
now excluded from the mails, in all the loyal 
States, whose editors are not convicted of treason, 
the same privileges enjoyed by Republican and | 
rv papers; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of citizens 
of Paterson, New Jersey, praying for the total 
abolition of slavery throughout the country, al- | 
lowing for emancipated slaves of such as are loyal 
a fair pecuniary award as a conciliatory measure; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition from citizens of | 
Washtenaw county, Michigan, praying for the | 
total abolition of slaver throughout the country; 


which was ordered to he on the table. report back House bill No. 148, with an amend- 

_Mr. RICE presented a memorial from the Le- || ment of one word, and inasmuch as there is great 
gislature of the State of Minnesota, in favor of the || urgency, and it is a bill that passed the House of 
establishment of a daily mail route from La Cres- || Representatives some two months since, | hope 
cent, through Troy, Chatfield, Frankford, Grand || it will be put upon its passage. The object is to 
Meadow, Mower City, Lansing, Austin, and Al- || secure the officers and men actually employed in 
bert Lea, to Winnebago City, in that State; which || the western department, or the department of Mis- 


was referred to the Committee on the Post Office || souri, their pay, bounty, and pensions. They 
and Post Roads. 
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service all the time and have done good service, 
but they can get no pay. There is one case that 


I may mention: Colonel Grover was killed after his 
Ereperss had been destroyed by the secessionists. 

Le was killed in battle, and his widow and orphan 
children are now among strangers, without a dol- 
lar of support. They cannot even apply for a 
pension until this bill shgJl pass. 

There being no objecti#h, the Senate as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole proceeded to consider the bill 
(H.R. No. 148) to secure to the officers and men 
actually employed in the western department, or 
department of Missouri, their pay, bebataa and 
pension. It proposes to require the Secretary of 

Var to allow and pay to the officers, non-com- 
missioned officers, musicians, and privates, who 
have been heretofore actually employed in the 
military service of the United States, whether 
mustered into actual service or not, where their 
services were accepted and actually employed by 
the generals who oie been in command of the 
department of the West, or the department of 
Missouri, the pay and bounty as incases of regu- 
lar enlistment; and the officers, non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates, so employed, 
who may have been wounded or incapacitated for 
service, are to receive the pension allowed for such 
disability. The heirs of those killed in battle, or 
of those who may have died from wounds received 
while so employed, are to be allowed the bounty 
and pay under existing laws; but the bounty al- 
lowed to officers, non-commissioned officers, mu- 
sicians, and privates, their widows or heirs, is not 
to be payable unless their term of enlistment be 
of such duration as by existing laws would en- 
tile them to bounty. 

The amendment of the Committee on Military 
Affairs was to insert in the seventh line of the third 
section, after the word ‘‘ enlistment,’’ the words 
‘and service;’’ so that the clause will read: 


Provided, That the bounty herein allowed to officers, non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, their wid 
ows or heirs, shall not be payable unless their term of en- 
listment and service be of such duration as by existing laws 
would entitle them to bounty. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. CARLILE. I move further to amend the 


bill by inserting after the words ‘‘ department of 
the West,’’ the words, *‘ and also the department 
of Western Virginia,”’ so that the bill will include 
my State, and provide for the peyioen: of some 
four hundred and fifty or five hundred persons, 
who were in the formation ofa regiment, and were 
stationed at Guyandotte at the time they were cap- 
tured by the rebel forces, and are now in prison 
in the city of Richmond. Of those who thus en- 
listed, many were not only citizens of our own 
State, but some were citizens of our neighboring 
State of Ohio. I presume there will be no objec- 
tion to the adoption of my amendment. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I cannot consent to 
have any amendment placed on this bill. I will 
vote for the gentleman’s proposition in a separate 
bill after it passes the appropriate committee, and 
is reported by them. 

Mr. CARLILE. The proposition I make merely 
enlarges his bill, and gives to those who were en- 
listed in the service in the State of Virginia that 
which he proposes by this bill to give to those in 
the department of the West. I can see no possible 
objection to it. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana, It may be all right, 
and doubtless is; but at the same time this bill has 
passed the scrutiny of two committees, and we 
know precisely who are embraced in it. We do 
not know the circumstances under which those 
Virginians were enlisted and mustered in, nor the 
time of their service, or anything of that kind. It 
seems to me it ought to be referred. 

Mr.SHERMAN. In addition to what has been 
said by the gentleman from Virginia, I will state 
that some volunteers from Ohio who had not been 
mustered into service, but were enlisted as State 
volunteers, and who would have been mustered 
into service shortly, went over to the Guyandott- 
skirmish and some of them were taken prisoners; 
some of them were killed; among the rest, I think, 
a surgeon and some officers, Under the law they 
have not been able to get any pay; and if pay.is 
given to any class of persons who have served in 
our Army without being regularly mustered into 
| service, certainly they ought to be embraced. 

| Mr.LANE,ofIndiana. This bill, Lunderstand, 


were mustered in informally, and have been in |! does notembrace that class of cases. This applies 
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to those who were in the United States service, not 
in State service, but were not regularly enlisted, 
Mr. SHERMAN. That is precisely the case. 


These men had been enlisted for the service of the 
United States; but they were not mustered in. 
They were ordered by the general in command 


over into Vircinia, and some of them were taken 
prisoners at( ruyandotte, They ought to be paid. 

Mr. LANE, of Indigna. No doubtabout that; 
but this is the difficulty: the class of cases pro- 
vided for by the bill has been examined by two 
committees and reported upon, and the bill has 
already passed one House. All we ask is that it 


shail stand by itself, without opposing any one else | 


who ought to be properly paid; but we want some 
committee to serutinize all the cases. 

Mr. POMEROY. Almost precisely the same 
state of facts exists in Kansas that exists in Mis- 
souri. Idonot understand why the committee or 
the Senator from Indiana desire to single out Mis- 
souri and rush a bill through for their relief alone. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. It is for the western 


department; Kansas was in the western depart- || 
|| was agreed to. 


ment. 

Mr. POMEROY. 
Missouri department are at St. Louis. 
a different department. 


Kansas is 


enlisted in the western department. The depart- 
ment of Kansas has been made since. 


The headquarters of the | 


|| by him during the recess of the Senate in preparing | 
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prevent the erdinary routine business of the Sen- 
atein the morning hour. Wegenerally have some 
military bill of such vast consequence that it can- 
not possibly be postponed for thirty minutes in 
order that we may get off our hands the resolu- 
tions and bills and petitions that the morning 
hour is set apart and designated for disposing of. 

Now, I hope that we shall be permitted to go 
on, and get our drawers clear of what we have 
got on hand, and then take up this bill which is 


of so much consequence. 


The motion of Mr. Kine was not agreed to— 
ayes twelve, noes not counted. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CLARK, from the Committee to Audit 
and Control the Contingent Expenses of the Sen- 
ate, to whom was referred a resolution to pay Wil- 
liam Patton, late engrossing clerk, for work done 


|| indexes to the executive documents, asked to be 


} 
} 


discharged from its further consideration, and that 
it be referred to the Committee on Claims; which 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 


| 


| was referred the petition of Preston Starrit, for- | 


This em- | 


braces all those cases that have been examined. || 


We do not want to put in more now. 

Mr. POMEROY. It is true, as the Senator 
from Indiana says, that our department has been 
made since; but that is the very reason why it is 
not embraced here. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. If you read the bill, 
you will find that it is veil. 
who were enlisted in the western department. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I doubt very much the 


expediency of passing any bills of this character. | 
In the way we pass them we really do not know | 
anything abont them or what they cover. We | 


pass bills here in the morning hour; they slip 
through, being favored by gentlemen who know 
something about them; and the first thing we 
know, there are millions of dollars paid out, with- 
outour understanding why or wherefore. If these 
men have been regularly enlisted under the laws 
of the United States and mustered into service, 
they can be paid under existing laws. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. They have not been 
mustered in. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If they have not been 
regularly enlisted and mustered into service under 
the laws of the United States, they ought not to 
be paid except by the States by whose authority 
the thing was done. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. The Senator will par- 
don me a moment. He is under a misapprehen- 
sion. They were regularly enlisted in the service 
of the United States, but not regularly mustered 
in, because there was no mustering officer to mus- 
ter them in. They were volunteers in the United 
States service to defend Lexington and to defend 
St. Louis. ‘There were no mustering officers there 
for many days. Some were sworn in by the com- 
missioned officers, Some by justices of the peace. 
They went to*Springfield, they went to Lexing- 
ton, they went to Belmont; and many were killed. 
This bill has undergone the scrutiny of both Mili- 
tary Committees, and has passed the House of 
Representatives. If there isa just case, this is one; 
but if it leads to debate I withdraw my motion to 
o it on its passage now, and will let gentlemen 
ave lime to examine It. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will go 
over. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr.~KING. I move, then, to postpone all prior 
orders, and take up the bill relating to the organ- 
ization of the cavalry. I make that motion. It 
is essential that that bill be acted upon and dis- 
posed of. 

Mr. GRIMES. I ask leave, under the rules, 
to introduce a joint resolution for the purpose of 
reference, 

Mr. KING, I have no objection to that. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Senator 
yields the floor, he yields it unconditionally. 

Mr. KING. Then I insist on my motion, and 
hope the question will be put. 

r. GRIMES. Forfour successive days now, 


something or other has been crowded in so as to 


It includes all | 








| 


|| merly a messenger of the Senate, praying for pay 
Mr. LANE, of Indiana. These troops were all | 


which he alleges has been illegally withheld from 
him, asked to be discharged from its further con- 


sideration, and that it be referred to the Commit- | 


tee on the Judiciary; which was agreed to. 
Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom were referred resolutions of the 


Legislature of Ohio in favor of the establishment | 


| of a naval depot on the western lakes, resolutions 


| of the Legislature of Michigan in favor of the es- | 


tablishment of a naval station and dock-yard in 
that State, a memorial of the mayor and city coun- 


| cil of Sandusky, Ohio, praying for the establish- 





mentof a naval depotat Bull’s Island in Sandusky | 


bay, and sundry memorials and petitions on the 
subject of a naval station and depot on the western 
waters, submitted a report; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of Jesse 
Ellis, an invalid pensioner, praying that he may 
be exempted from periodical medical examination 
by physicians, submitted an adverse report: which 
was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of John R. Joy, praying 
for an additional pension, submitted an adverse 
report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, to whom the subject was 
referred, reported a bill (S. No. 226) authorizing 
the opening of Sixth street west; which was read, 
and passed to a second reading. 


Mr. ANTHONY, from the Committee on Print- 


ing, to whom was referred a motion to print the 
letter of the Second Auditor of the Treasury, 


communicating copies of his accounts for Indian 
disbursements for the year ending June 30, 1861, 
reported in favor of printing the same, and that 
one thousand additional copies thereof be printed. 

The report was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER, from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, to whom was referred the message 
of the President of the United States relating to 
the seizure of the Spanish bark Providencia, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 
225) for the relief of the owners, officers, and crew 
of the Spanish bark Providencia. The bill was 
read, and passed to a second reading, and the 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. POMEROY, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
181) to secure the early completion of the south- 
west branch of the Pacific railroad, in the State 
of Missouri, reported it with an amendment. 

Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. Nor 223) to provide for carrying the 
mails from the United States to foreign ports, 
reported it with amendments. 

ir. WILSON, of Massachusetts, from the 
Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia, to 
whom was referred the joint resolution (H. R. 
No. 46) relating to the sale of goods unfit for 
use by the War Department, reported adversely 
thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bil] (H. R. No. 334) relating to 
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the appointment and compensation of chaplains 
in military hespitals, reported adversely thereon 


| ARMY DISBURSEMENTS, 
Mr. McDOUGALL submitted the followine 


resolution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: ao 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and 
the Militia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| so modifying the existing laws, that all the moneys ov 
disbursed by quarterwasters and commissaries of subsist 
| ence and their subordinates, shall hereafter be presented in 
| the form of the several contracts or accounts to paymasters 
of the Army, and be by such paymasters audited and paid 
such paymasters being required to give security accord. 
ingly, and to account to the proper auditing officer of the 
Treasury ; and that they report by bill or otherwise. 


APPOINTMENT OF GENERALS. 
Mr. GRIMES submitted the following resoly- 
| tion: 


Resolved, That, in the opinion of the Senate, no persons 
| should be commissioned as generals of divisions or brigades 
| except such as shall exhibit superior competency in the 
| command of men, or gallantry in action against the enemy. 


| Mr. HALE rose. 
| Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I think tha: 


| had better lie over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
must lie over. 

Mr. HALE. I do not object to it. Lam rather 
in favor of it; but I think it does not go far enough, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts was understood a objecting. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I withdraw 
the objection. 

Mr.CARLILE. That resolution is of sufficient 
importance, 1 think, to be considered by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. If in order, I move 
that it be referred to that committee. 

The motion to refer was agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. GRIMES asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution 
(S. No. 64) expressive of the thanks of Congress 
to Captain A. H. Foote of the United States Navy, 
and to the officersand men under his command in 
| the western flotilla; which was read twice by its 

title, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. FOSTER asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution 
(S. No. 62) authorizing and directing the change 
of location of the light-vessel on Eelgrass shoal; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair would 
remark to the Senator from Massachusetts [{ Mr. 
Witsoy] that on Friday, as the doors were being 
| closed foran executive session, he sent to the Sec- 
| retary’s desk a joint resolution, and it was ob- 
jected to by the Senator from Delaware, {Mr. 
Sautsbury.] It being a joint resolution, the ob- 
jection of the Senator from Delaware precluded 
its reception. It is now in order for the Senator 
to renew itif he chooses so todo. It was not 
received; the objection of the Senator from Del- 
aware eee it. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I ask leave 
now to introduce a joint resolution to grant aid to 
the States of Maryland and Delaware to emanci- 
pate certain persons held to service or labor in 
said States. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I intend to object to the 
proposition in every stage and fight it at every 
stage; I shall make all objections at all stages that 
I have a right to make. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I did not 
understand that it required unanimous consent, for 
I notified the Senate a week ago in regard to that 
matter. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Ifthe Senator will 
pardon the Chair, there is no prescribed form by 
which a Senator shall give notice that he will in- 
troduce a bill. It has been usual for a Senator to 
rise in his place and give that notice. The Senator 
from Massachusetts did on Friday send to the 
Chair the joint resolution and the title was read. 
The Chair rules that that was notice, and therefore 
the Senator is entitled to ask leave to introduce his 
resolution to-day, under the notice already given. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Then] wish to say a word 
vpon that subject. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. If the Sen- 
ator desires to consider it, I hope it will go over 
this morning, and let us take up an important bill. 


If objected to, it 
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Mr. SAULSBURY. I shall not insist on speak- 
ing now ifitis not to be broughtup in my absence. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 1 will say 
to the Senator that I will bring it up when he is 
here, but we are anxious this morning to consider 
the bill referred to by the Senator from New York. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I do not mean to occupy 
the time of the Senate. All 1 want is that when 
the matter comes up before the Senate for action 
| may be heard; that it shall not be called up in 
my absence. 

Leave was granted to introduce ie reso- 
lution, (8S. No. 63,) and it was read and passed to 
a second reading. 


ENLISTMENTS IN THE REGULAR ARMY. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I move to 
take up the bill (S. No. 217) to encourage enlist- 
ments in the regular Army of the United States, 
and for other purposes. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the amendment submitted by the Senator from 
Maine. * 

Mr. FESSENDEN., I will, with the leave of 
the Senate, vary the amendment which I submit- 
ted. The matter has been looked into by the chair- 
man of the Military Committee, and perhaps it is 
as well that some allowance should be made to the 
officers and soldiers of the cavalry service who 
may be discharged under this proposition. I shall 
therefore vary the amendment by offering it in 
the original shape, merely substituting ‘‘ one 


month’s’’ instead of ‘* three months’ ’’ extra pay, 


in the third section, I think that will satisfy ev- 
ery body on that point, and I am disposed to agree 
to it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is in the power 
of the Senator to modify his own amendment at 
present as he pleases. The amendment of the 
Senator from Maine, as modified, will be read. 

The Secretary read the amendment, to add to 
the bill, as additional sections: 


That the cavalry forces in the service of the United States 
shall hereatter be organized as tollows: each regiment of 
cavalry shall have one colonel, one lieutenant colonel, 
three majors, one surgeon, One assistant surgeon, one regi- 
inental adjutant, one regimental quartermaster, one regi- 
meutal commissary, one veterinary surgeon, whose com- 
pensation shall be seventy-five dollars per month, with the 
rank of a regimental sergeant major, one sergeant major, 
one quartermaster sergeant, one commissary sergeant, two 
hospital stewards, one saddler sergeant, one veterinary ser- 
geant, one chief trumpeter, and one chief ferrier or black- 
smith; and each regiment shall consist of twelve compa- 
nies or troops, and each company or troop shall have one 
captain, one first lieutenant, one second lieutenant, and 
one acting or supernumerary second licutenant, to be se- 
Jected from the non-commissioned officers of the respective 
regiments, one first sergeant, one quartermaster sergeant, 
one commissary sergeant, five sergeants, eight corporals, 
two teamsters, two farriers or blacksmiths, one saddler, one 
wagoner, and seventy-cight privates; the regimental adju- 
tants, the regimental quartermasters, and regimental com- 
missaries to be taken from the first lieutenants of their re- 
spective regiments, but in which they shall continue in the 
line of promotion: Provided, That vacancies caused by this 
organization shall net be considered as original, but shall 
be filled by regular promotion. 

And be it further enacted, That the President of the Uni- 
ted States be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed, 
under such regulations as he may establish, to reduce, by 
transfer, discharge, or otherwise, the volunteer cavalry 
forces now in the service, to forty regiments, each of which 
regiments to be organized as provided for by this act. 

And be it further enacted, hat the officers necessarily 
discharged from service by this actshall, in addition to the 
allowances granted by existing laws, receive each one 
month’s xtra pay proper. 

Ind be it further enacted, That all officers of cavalry who 
have been or may hereafter be appointed in the volunteer 
force in the service of the United States, shall be examined 
by a board of officers to be appointed by the Secretary of 
War, and who shall be familiar with the tacties and organ- 
ization of the mounted or cavalry service of the United 
States Army. 

Mr.SHERMAN. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out * forty” regiments, and in- 
sert *thirty.”” I desire to call the attention of 
Senators to the present law. The law of July 
22, 1861, fixes the volunteer establishment at five 
hundred thousand men. By the second section 
of that law it is provided: 

“That the said volunteers shall be subject to the rules 
and regulations governing the Army of the United States, 
and that they shall be formed by the President into regi- 
ments of infantry, with the exception of such numbers tor 
cavalry and artillery as he may direct, not to exceed the 
proportion of one company of each of these arms to every 
regiment of infantry, and to be organized as in the regular 
service.’ 


I have here a detailed table of the organization 











of the volunteer forces prepared by the Adjutant 
General, which gives the organization of five hun- 
dred thousand volunteers. It provides for thirty- 
five regiments of artillery, thirty-five regiments 
of cavalry, and four hundred and thirty regiments 
of infantry; but the regiments of cavalry are ten 

















































regiments. Under the organization proposed by 
this bill there will be twelve companies in each 
regiment. Thirty regiments of cavalry, under the 


teers; as I do not think it advisable to base our 
military organization on a greater number than 
that, my opinion is that we ought to keep within 
the terms of the law. If we authorize thirty re- 
giments of cavalry, they willamount to thirty-six 
thousand men, which will be just about equiva- 
lent to the present legal organization. It is true 
that the Secretary of War, or the President, or 
whoever had to do with it, instead of organizing 
thirty-five regiments of cavalry which the law 
allowed him to do, organized some sixty or sev- 
enty regiments. 


seven. 


pressed upon them, but the law expressly limited 
the number of cavalry regiments to thirty-five, and 
I have the table before me to show that the legal 
volunteer regiments of cavalry are thirty-five. I 


amount fixed by law, and hereafter I vt a pro- 
vision will be introduced into some of the bills that 
are pending limiting the infantry regiments to the 
number authorized by law. I am told by officers 
of high standing in the Army that thirty regi- 
ments organized under this bill, making an aggre- 
gate of thirty-six thousand men, will be a greater 


forty thousand actually enlisted in the cavalry 
forces, although they are distributed among sev- 
enty-seven regiments, but by consolidating the 


ments of twelve hundred men each. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The Sen- 


ator from Ohio is certainly mistaken in regard to 


sand. The bill was originally passed by the Sen- 








ate for forty regiments, which would make forty- 
ting into the infantry sixteen thousand men. The 
House of Representatives fixed the number at fifty 


but I will not oppose putting in this bill thirty, and 
try the temper of Congress on that. 

I see that a statement is going the rounds of the 
press of the country that there is something wrong 


seven regiments be reduced to forty, thirty-seven 
colonels, thirty-seven lieutenant colonels, one 
hundred and eleven majors,about four hundred and 
fifty captains, and about nine hundred lieutenants, 
will be discharged, effecting an annual saving of 
$2,900,000 to the Treasury of the United States; 
and by transferring sixteen thousand privates to 
the infantry, a great deal will be saved; because 
they will cost less as infantry than as cavalry. It 
is proposed also to carry up the numbers of the 
five old cavalry regiments in the regular service 
by having eighty-three privates to a company, 


ig a plain mathematical demonstration. ‘The sixth 
regiment of regular cavalry is organized on this 


system. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There are six of those. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the amendment of the Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
Suerman] to the amendment of the Senator from 
Maine, [Mr. Fessenven.]} 

Theamendment to the amendment was adopted; 


OBE, 





company regiments instead of twelve company * 


proposed organization, would be about equiva- | 
lent to thirty-five regiments under the old organ- | 
ization. AsIdonotbelieve that our Government | 
can maintain more than half a million of volun- | 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Seventy- | 
Mr.SHERMAN. That wasa plain, palpable | 


violation of law. 1 do not know what necessity | 


think we ought to reduce our cavalry forces to the | 


number of cavalry than we shall probably use in | 
the war, whatever magnitude it may assume here- | 
after. I think we have now more than thirty or | 


enlistments they could be reduced to thirty regi- | 


the number of privates enlisted. The whole num- | 

ber of cavalry regiments is seventy-seven; the | 
e fo > . ‘5 = | 

number of officers and privates is sixty-four thou- 


eight thousand men, discharging, therefore, or put- | 
regiments, the original proposition of our commit- | 


tee. Iam satisfied that forty regiments are enough, | 


about this bill. The fact is, that if the seventy- | 


instead of sixty-four, so as to make the service | 
uniform. That will cause an addition of five ma- | 
jors. That is all there is in the proposition. It | 


basis; and we propose to make all the old cavalry | 
regiments of the regular Army uniform with this | 


and the amendment, as amended, was agreed to. | 
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|| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


Minnesota [Mr. Wiktvson] moved to strike out 
| the third section of the amendment of the Senator 
\from Maine. That question should have been 
| put before the question on the amendment of the 
| Senator from Maine. The Chair will regard the 

latter as not having been put; and the question is 
; on the amendment of the Senator from Minne- 
sota to the amendment of the Senator from Maine. 

Mr. SHERMAN. What is it? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Minnesota moves to strike out the third section 
of the amendment of the Senator from Maine, 
which is in these words: ° 


And be it further enacted, That the officers and enlisted 
men necessarily discharged from service by this act shall, 
in addition to the allowances granted by existing laws, re 
ceive each one month's extra pay proper, 

Mr. HALE. Doesthatinclude the $100 bounty? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. No; they 
have got to serve two years for that. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. HOWE, I had this bill before me a short 
time since, and perhaps I may have it here now, 
but the question before the Senate, I understand, 
is on the adoption of the amendment reported by 
the chairman of the Military Committee. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. On the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Maine, consisting of 
four sections. 

Mr. HOWE. I have one suggestion to make 
to the Senator from Maine, if the proposition 
comes from him; and that is, that in discharging 
any portion of the cavalry now mustered into the 
service, or raised for the service of the United 
States, preference ought to be given to full regi- 
ments rather than to parts of regiments. This 
measure, as I understand it, contemplates the dis- 
charge of a portion of our regiments, Ido not 
understand yet how many men we have; itis said 
|| we have seventy-seven cavalry regiments. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. We have 
sixty-four thousand men in the seventy-seven 
regiments. 

Mr. HOWE. Agreat many of those regiments 
are therefore incomplete. We have had three or 
|| four different resolutions passed by this body call- 
ing on the Secretary of War or on the President, 
sometimes one and sometimes the other, to in- 
form the Senate what number of cavalry we had 
raised. Ihave never yet known of any one of 
those resolutions being responded to, and | have 
never known, until I hear it now from the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs, what 
was the number of men we had, Some of these 
regiments are to be disbanded. Many of them 
are incomplete, are skeleton regiments; others are 
full regiments. The suggestion | make is that 
preference should be given to the full regiments; 
that in all cases the skeleton regiments should be 
broken up or disbanded in preference to the full 
regiments. If that suggestion is acceptable to the 
Senator from Maine or to the chairman of the 
Sommittee on Military Affairs, I shall have no 
opposition to offer to this amendment. It seems 
to me to be a just and reasonable one. 

Mr. GRIMES. I think it will be found there 
are no skeleton regiments; that they have got the 
full number of men, but have not got their horses 
and other equipments. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. We have them in my State. 

Mr. GRIMES. My friend from Wisconsin 
says they have skeleton regiments in his State. 
I take it, the Wisconsin regiments are all full so 
far as the number of men is concerned, but are 
unmounted and unequipped. I know that is the 
case elsewhere with regiments that are called skel- 
eton regiments. 

Mr. HOWE. Itis said that we have seventy- 
seven regiments and sixty-four thousand men, 
and a full regiment I believe consists of twelve 
hundred men. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Twelve hun- 
dred and sixty-eight. 

Mr. GRIMES. The Senator is mistaken in 
that, Allof these regiments have not twelve hun- 

dred men. The regiments that were formed after 
| a certain date have twelve hundred men, but the 
| five original regular regiments have not twelve 
| bundred men. Only a portion of the volunteer 
‘| cavalry have that number. 














Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Most of 
them. 
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Mr. GRIMES. No, sir; a large number have 


only seven hundred and odd men. 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Genera 


Stoneman told me yesterday that he found nearly 


i a 


|| as an additional section: 
1 


“ind be it further enacted, That no further enlistments of 


all the volunteer cavalry regiments, with the ex- | ditional number of volunteers be accepted in any branch 
ception of two or three, organized with twelve of the service until the whole nuinber in service shall have 


hundred men. 
Mr. GRIMES. Where is his report? 


been redaced to five hundred thousand, rank and file ; and 
Wewhen the whole number in service shall have been so re- 
|| duced, it shall not afterwards be allowed to exceed that 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Thatis the || "umber, any law heretofore passed to the contrary notwith- 


statement he made tome, He says there are bu 


two or three regiments that are not organized in 


that way. . ' 
Mr. HOWE, Itis very manifest this bill pro 


t standing. 


Mr. HARRIS. If understand the provisions 
| of that section upon its reading now, this will be 
- | the effect of it: it will callin probably five hun- 


vides for retaining a certain number of regiments | dred officers scattered through all the States who 


at twelve hundred men each. Some of the regi 


ments we have now in the service have twelve 
hundred men; how many Ido not know, and I 
do not know that any one knows. I only say 


- | are now engaged in filling up regiments. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Thatisthe 
best thing that could be done. 

Mr. HARRIS. I only want the Senate to un- 


preference ought to be given to those regiments. | derstandit. There is probably not a regiment of 
If an amendment is now in order to the amend- || volunteers that is now full, probably there is not 
ment, | will offer an amendment providing that in | a regiment of them that has not its officers now 
all cases of discharge under this bill—without || out recruiting; and the effect of this section should 
having the bill before me I cannot word it prop- || be understood. It is to call in those officers and 


erly—preference should be given to regiments 


| leave these regiments without their requisite num- 


which are now full, and those regiments shall be | ber. How they are to be filled up, what is to be 


retained in the service. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will 


prepare his amendment in writing. 


Mr. FOSTER. I presume if the Senator from 
Wisconsin reflects a moment, he will see that this 
had better be left to the Executive. No doubt 
proper discretion will be used; and they will cer- 
tainly break up a regiment partially organized, 
rather than a full one. It is to be presumed they 
will exercise a proper discretion about it,and we 
had better leave it tothe Executive certainly than 
to undertake to interfere by legislation. The 
Senator’s suggestions are wise no doubt, but they | 


will occur to the proper authorities. 


done, what is to be the arrangement with respect 
to these five hundred thousand men should be con- 
sidered before such a proposition as this is adopted 
here. It is only the beginning of a reform, it 
| seems to me, if it be a reform atall. I think the 
proposition requires a little consideration in this 
| shape and form. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The simple effect of the 
amendment is this: at the last session we author- 
ized the raising of five hundred thousand volun- 
teers, rank and file. That was all that Congress 
intended to authorize, and more than we wanted; 
quite as many as we wanted, at any rate. We 
afterwards passed another bill which was not in- 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. The sug- || tended at all to increase the number, but to vary 
gestion of the’ Senator from Connecticut is cer- || the proceedings a little; but by a misconstruction 
tainly « good one, and I hope the Senator from \ of that bill, the Government has gone on and in- 
Wisconsin will so regard it. We have rey | creased the force from five hundred thousand to 


seven regiments, sixty-four thousand men. 


it that the Government will arrange this in the 


best possible manner for force and economy. I 


think this is an executive matter, and not a mat- 


ter of legislation. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning hour | 
having expired, the special order is now before | 


the Senate. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I move to postpone the | 


e || between six and seven hundred thousand. If, as 
propose to make a large reduction. We have a | 
portion of these regiments mounted; others are | 
not mounted. I suppose the Senator does not 

propose to buy horses to mount regiments. [ take | 


| the Senator says, there are officers now out re- 
| cruiting to fill up the regiments and increase the 
| number still more, itis high time that we stopped 
| it; for if we do not, we shall be unable to pay them 
intheend. This amendment does not reduce the 
number now actually in service, but provides that 
|| itshall not be increased further than it is now, and 
1 that no more enlistments shall take place until it is 
brought down to the original bill. It applies only 
| to the volunteers, and does not affect the regular 
| Army at all. 
| Now, sir, if Governors of States have sent out 


special order until we dispose of this bill. I sup- _ volunteer officers recruiting in their different States 
pose the Senator from Illinois will have no objec- || to fill up regiments and still increase the number 
tion to that. It is very important to dispose of | larger and larger and larger, it is impossible that 


the bill. 


Mr. BROWNING. If this bill can be disposed | 


| this Government should go on and pay them. 
_ We may just as well come down, or try to come 


of in a short time, and without any protracted dis- || down, at once to what soe. 28 originally in- 


cussion, I will yield to that motion; but I do not | 


wish to be postponed another day. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I think it can be disposed 
ofinashorttime. * 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


Maine moves to postpone the special order for the 


purpose of contnuing this bill, 
Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator from Illinois 


says he will yield if the bill can be disposed of || 


without any extended discussion. That will de- 
pend decidedly on the disposition of Senators. 


Mr. HOWE. Iam not going to discuss jt at | 


any length. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no ob- 
jection, it will be taken as the sense of the Senate 
that the special order be postponed temporarily, 
subject to the call of the Senator from Illinois 
whenever he insists upon it, and that the consid- 
eration of the bill before the Senate be continued. 
The Chair hears no objection, 


Mr. HOWE. I was aboutto remark I will not |) 
detain the Senate even for the time necessary to | 
draw the amendment | suggested. If it is going | 
tobe opposed by the Senator from Connecticutand 
the Senator from Massachusetts, it would be uses | 


less for me to draw such an amendment; but the 
prapasitios which I suggested seemed so just that 
supposed the Senate would recognize it. If they 
suppose the Executive would, | can see no reason 
why we should not recognize it; but if the Senate 
wii not, I shall have to rely on the Executive. 
The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 


| tended,and whateverybody admitted were enough 
| in all conscience to raise; and certainly atthis time, 
| with present appearances, we do not want to in- 
| crease our Army. I really hope gentlemen will 
| consider that we must stop somewhere, and not 
| raise these objections to bringing the matter some- 
| where within reasonable bounds. If men have 
| been recruited, they can be put in any company 
anywhere to fill itup. They are not raised for 
| any particular company, and if they are wanted 
|| in one place they can transferthem. There is no 
difficulty about that. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I regret somewhat that 
the cavalry bill and this enlistment bill should be 
combined together. The two subjects are entirely 
distinct; and while | am decidedly anxious to favor 
the passage of the cavalry bill, | must say I have 
some very serious objections to some of the pro- 
visions of this enlistment bill. I will state one 
that occurs to me. It provides for the enlistment 
fromthe ranks of the volunteer forces now in the 
seryice of the United States of men for the regular 
Army. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The,question now is on 
the amendment I have offered, not on that prop- 
osition. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Perhaps the remarks I am 
_ making are premature, but my objection is to the 

proposition to go right into the ranks of the volun- 
|| teer regiments with your enlisting officers for the 
| regular Army to enlist men out of their ranks and 
‘| put them in the regular Army, and give them 


| 





| 


volunteers shall be made, nor shall the services of any ad- | 


1 
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Mr. FESSENDEN. I propose the following ] twenty-five dollars a piece for doin 
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80—payi 
volunteers to go into the regular ag and die 
organizin — : 
Jr. HALE. concur entirely in the yj 

the Senator from Maine on the alent of ae 
the Army to five hundred thousand; but | think 
there is more in the objection stated by the Sena- 
tor from New York than the Senator from Maine 
seems to give credit for. Suppose one of these 
regiments gets very much reduced; as, for jy). 
stance, a regiment of Illinois volunteers at the bat- 
tle of Fort Donelson it is said lost more than three 
fourths of their whole number, this amendmen 
of the Senator from Maine, as I understand jx 
would prevent the regiment from being filled up. 
Suppose that any of these regiments that are now 
in the field are reduced by the contingencies of 
battle or disease below a convenient size? We 
all know that regiments are best recruited in their 
own States. Let me take, for instance, one of the 
regiments of my own State, that I visited on Sat. 
urday—the New Hampshire second. They are 
re to move every day; and suppose they 
move and are reduced by the contingencies of bat- 
tle or disease three fourths or one half their pres- 
ent number; the first and more natural dictate of 
the officers would be to send to the State of New 
Hampshire to fill up that regiment with recruits, 
and that would not be to increase the Army. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Why would it not? 

Mr. HALE. It would be to keep it at what it 
now is. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. That is what we do not 
want. If we do that, we shall never get it down 
to five hundred thousand men. 

Mr. HALE. If the Senator’s amendment were 
framed so that the regiments should be reduced so 
as to put the Army on a basis of five hundred 
thousand, that would accomplish what he desires. 

Mr.GRIMES. Or that regiments be disbanded 
when below that number. 

Mr. HALE. Something of that sort; but it 
strikes me the direction the Senator from Maine 
ero his reform is nota practical one. Although 

should generally rely on the superior wisdom of 
the Senator from Massachusetts and the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, yet it strikes me there is 
very much force in the objection of the Senator 
from New York, and it occurred to me even be- 
fore he suggested it. I think the amendment is 
not in the form in which it should be put. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I am very anxious that 
we should effect something; that we should get 
one bill through, if we can, and save some money; 
and if there is to be a discussion on this amend- 
ment, as the Senator from Massachusetts tells me 
there are other bills coming up relating to the 
Army, with the leave of the Senate I will withdraw 
this amendment, and propose iton some other bill. 
I withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I propose 
a slight amendment in the eighth line of the first 
section, to insert before the word ‘ cavalry” the 
word ‘engineers;’’ so that it will read: ‘ engi- 
neers, cavalry, artillery, or infantry.’’ I offer this 
amendment in accordance with a suggestion con- 
tained in a note from General Totten, who is very 
anxious to get some engineer soldiers, and desires 
that this amendment should be made. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. When the bill was 
last up, the Senator from Iowa [Mr. Grimes} sub- 
mitted an amendment, to insert the following as 
an additional section: 

ind be it enacted, That the act approved August 
5, 1861, entitled “ An act supplementary to an act entitled 
‘ Anact to increase the present military establishment of the 


United States,’ approved July 29, 1861, be, and the same 
is hereby, repealed. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I do-not wish to take up 
time, but I object to that portion of the bill which 
allows recruiting officers for the regular Army to 
go into the ranks of the volunteer regiments any- 
where in the field and enlist men from under vol- 
unteer office rs for the regular Army, and give them 
twenty-five dollars apiece out of the bounty in 
advance. I think the tendency of that will be to 
disorganize the volunteer regiments as they eXx'st. 
1 am not in favor of it, and shall simply content 
myself with voting against the bill with that pro- 
vision in it, 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It strikes me there is great 
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force in what was said by the Senator from Wis- } offer a bounty to them to leave their colors. I ob- 


consin, and I should be very glad if the chairman | 


way, so as not to have them enlisted without the | 


of the committee could amend the bill in some 


consent of the officers of the volunteer regiments. | 


I think it will have a very bad effect for recruiting 
officers to go inamong themen. Every man dis- 


satisfied with his commander would erlist in the || 
The bill authorizes recruiting | 


regular service. 


from ony of the volunteer regiments, and pays 
v 1e 


iwenty-five dollars to the recruit in advance. ee 


regular officers will go right in among the volun- | 


teer regiments and break them up partially. I 
think it ought to be guarded in some way; I am 
not prepared to say how; but it seems to me this 
is a very serious objection. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. It is well 
known there is a popular peony in the country 
against going into the ranks of the regular Army. 


It is a very foolish and unreasoning prejudice: | 


still it exists. 
the regular Army for five years or into the vol- 
unteers for three years, at the same price, | would 


If | were forced to-day to go into | 


give the five years of my life to the regular Army | 


rather than the volunteers. Many men, when 
they are in the service, when they become used 
to camp life, when they understand this whole 
matter, when they see the superiority of comfort 


and discipline and everything that attaches to the | 


regular Army above the volunteers, are anxious 
to enlist in the regular Army. The result is that 
at the present time there are men all through your 
half million of volunteers who are asking to be 
transferred to the Navy or to the Army. Appli- 
cations are continually made by these volunteer 


soldiers to be transferred to the regular Army or | 


to go into the Navy. 
Now, sir, we want about fifteen or twenty thou- 
sand men to fill up the ranks of the regular Army, 


and this bill simply proposes to permit those sol- | 


diers in your volunteer forces who may desire it 
to be transferred to the regular Army, or to enlist 
in the regular Army for three years. | know that 


there are men in the volunteer forces at the pres- | 


ent time who have been asking and seeking for | 


months to go into this force. I do not believe that 


it will disturb or have the slightest effect upon the | 


volunteer army. The Navy Department has al- 
ready called for men in the volunteer service to go 
into the Navy, and they have been sent by the 
hundred to the gunboats in the West that are win- 
ning these battles. They have asked the volun- 
teers to go into the artillery, and the men are anx- 
ious to go. Then why should we not permit them 
to do it? I have not the slightest idea that it will 


have any deleterious effect on the volunteers to | 


allow a few men to enlist in the regulars, and it 
will fill up the ranks of your regular Army, your 


engineers, infantry, and cavalry, the force that | 


ought to be filled up. 
Mr. TEN EYCK. 


tion to regulate my vote, if there is so great an 


anxiety on the part of volunteers to go into the | 


regular Army, where is the propriety of making 
this appropriation of twenty-five dollars a head in 
order to induce them to go in, at the very time, 
too, when we have not the funds to spare? I sim- 
ply ask the question for information. 
me as somewhat pertinent. 

Mr.CHANDLER. dsitin order now to move 
an amendment? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. It is. 


Mr. CHANDLER. Then I move that the | 


volunteer regiments have the same privilege as the 
regular Army, and the same bounty. 

he VICE PRESIDENT. The question will 
first be taken on concurring in the amendments 
made as in Committee of the Whole; and then it 
will be in order further to amend the bill. 


Mr. CHANDLER. 


I simply ask for informa- | 


It strikes 








I merely wish to say that | 


thus far all the fighting in this war has been done | 


by the volunteer regiments; ang I have ~~ as || 
ghting | 


much faith in their continuing to do the 
in this war as I have in the regular Army. | object 
in toto to our Michigan regiments being deluded 


and put into intrenchments to dig dirt instead of | 


going into battle with the bayonet. Sir, up to this 
day all the fightingin this war has been done by 
the volunteer regiments—the whole of it. Look 
at Fort Donelson. There was but one regular 
officer, I believe, in that fight; there was not a reg- 
ular soldier there; and yet they fought like vete- 
rans. Now, you propose to throw your do-noth- 
ing officers among those fighting regiments, and 








| 


| 
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| on that point. 


ject to having a recruiting officer from the regular 
Army enter among the Michigan regiments any- 
where. Our men are prepared to fight under their 


present officers and under their present organiza- | 
| tion; and | will guaranty, if my amendment car- | 
ries, that I will get ten recruits from your regular | 
service to enter the volunteers to one that you will | 


get from the volunteers to enter the regular service. 
Let us have equality at least if you 
and permit volunteers to recruit in the same way 
that you permit your regulars. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. If Senators 
regard it as an objection that you should hold out 
an inducement of twenty-five dollars for them to 
enlist, | am willing, so far as that applies to vol- 
unteers, that it should be stricken out, and simply 
provide that men in the volunteer service may be 
transferred to the regular service on their own re- 


| quest, or they may enlist for three years. The 


section of the bill provides that twenty-five dol- 


| lars shall be given to those who enlist in the reg- 


ular service who are not now in the volunteer force 
of the country. I would not stand a mere stickler 
My own impression, however, is 
that the bill,as now prepared, will work good for 
the country. I have no doubt about it. 

Now, sir,a word in regard to your eer 
We have got but very few regular soldiers. e 
have some twelve or thirteen thousand men. They 
are in good condition, and wherever they are 

laced, I have no doubt, will dotheir whole duty. 
i do not think this general bragging about the men 
of the West or the East or of volunteers or any- 
thing else is in good taste. I believe our men will 
do their duty, whether they bein the regular Army 
or the volunteers, especially if they are fitted and 
prepared for their duty. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question be- 


fore the Senate is on concurrmng in the amend- | 


ments made as in Committee of the Whole. 

The amendments were concurred in. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. 
of the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs whether he will move the amendment he 
suggested? If he does not, I shall move it. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. If the Sen- | 


ator thinks anything is to be gained by it, the bal- 
ance of the section, after the word ‘ enlistment,”’ 
in the eleventh line, may be stricken out. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
submit that motion. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Yes, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The words to be 
stricken out will be read. 

The Secretary read them, as follows: 

And all such volunteers as may be enlisted in and trans- 
ferred to the regular service, as herein provided, shall each 
be entitled, upon such enlistmentin and transfer to the reg- 
ular Ariny as aforesaid, to receive in advance twenty-five 
dollars, which shall be taken by them as part of the $100 
bounty to which, by law, they would severally be entitled 
upon the expiration of their respective terms of enlistment. 


The*amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GRIMES. I doubt very much the pro- 
riety of our passing a law here so much calcu- 
[ated to disorganize the volunteer regiments as it 
seems to me this billis. I would not object to it 


so much if it was not for the fact that by this bill | 


we increase the regularcavalry regiments upwards 
of twelve hundred men and create between thirt 

and forty new officers in the regular cavalry regi- 
ments. They are better paid than our infantry. 


The idea gets out in acompany that it is better fora | 


few men in that company to enlist in one of these 
regular cavalry regiments. The sentiment spreads 
through the company, and the first thing we know 


| that company is entirely disorganized and there 


is not enough men to compose half a company, 
perhaps not a quarter of acompany. As I under- 
stand, this is to be followed up by another bill 


which the Senator trom Maine proposes to intro | 


duce prohibiting further enlistments into the vol- 
unteer Army, and not disbanding such a company 
as I have alluded to, that is perfectly decimated 


by enlistments from it into the regular Army, | 


and we have a company that would be utterly 
worthless. I think the right way to increase our 


| regular Army is to do exactly what the Senator 
from Maine proposes—to stop enlistments in the | 


volunteers, and then you will find that there will 


be plenty of men who will be willing to enlist into | 
That is the way to ob- | 


your regular regiments. 
tain them, and n& encourage the decimation of 


AL GLOBE. 


ss this bill, | 


| a number of men in the engineers, 





ss 


the volunteers by transference from the volunteers 
into the regulars. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 
see why the Senator from Iowa should object to 
allowinga few hundred men who may desire it— 


I cannot 


Mr. GRIMES. Fifteen thousand the Senator 
told us a while ago. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. It is not at 
all probable that the whole fifteen thousand will 
come from the volunteers, but there are a great 

, many young men in the volunteers who desire to 
go into the regular service, and especially into the 
| cavalry,engineers,andartillery. We want several 
_ hundred men in the cavalry regiments and in our 
_ artillery,and General Totten says he wants quite 

If you give 
| the men who are in the field, who have become at- 





I wish imply Ne inquire | 
L 


| 

| tached to military life, an opportunity to go into 
| the regular service—into the artillery, the cavalry, 
| or the engineers—I think it will be sought for. | 
| know it is sought for now. ‘Then why should we 
| prevent it? I cannot see any reason in it what- 
| ever. 

Mr. GRIMES. Will the Senator allow me to 
| put this case? There is located, for instance, in 
| thiscity,a couple of regiments that are commanded 
by unpopular officers. The soldiers are already 
enlisted tor three years or during the war. That 
is the same period of time for which we enlist our 
regular soldiers. Now cannot the Senator con- 
ceive of acase where the soldiers of this volunteer 
regiment, thus commanded by unpopular officers, 
of whom they want to get rid, would transfer 
themselves into one of these regular regiments com- 
sing a part of this twelve hundred cavalry force, 
o which they would be paid two dollars a month 
more than they receive in the regiment in which 
they now are, and thus leave a broken-up regi- 
ment, with plenty of officers for us to pay, but no 
men for them to command ? 

Mr. CLARK. ‘There is another point in this 
|| bill that ought not to be overlooked. Who will 
be the soldiers who will enlist from your volun- 
teers into the regular Army? The very men who 
love the military service, and want to be in it. 
You will take, then, from the volunteers the very 
best soldiers in the service, and leave the worth- 
less men among the volunteers. It seems to me 
it is better to leave these choice soldiers in the vol- 
unteer service to act where they enlisted. 

There is another point to which I want to call 
the attention of the Senate. I understand that by 
a regulation of the War Department, no soldier 
or officer from the volunteer service can be pro- 
moted or appointed to the regular service. They 
will not allow it to be done. A man may be ever 
so gallant; he may have fought ever so bravely in 
a battle, but he cannot be promoted into the reg- 
ular service. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It has been done. 

Mr. CLARK. It has been done; but I under- 
stand distinctly from the Secretary of War thatit 
will no longer be done. I was there when a man 
asked it to be done, and the Secretary of War 
said he would not do it in any case. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. What was the office? 

Mr. CLARK. A captain. 

Mr. POMEROY. I was there, too. 

Mr. CLARK. The Senator from Kansas was 
there, and standing by my side, and the Senator 
from Minnesota, [Mr. Wiixinson;]} and he said 
he would not do it in any case; he was opposed 
to it. I knew that it had been done, and told him 
so. He said he would do it no longer. Now you 
propose to take the best soldiers from the volun- 
teers and put them in the regular Army, when you 
cannot get an officer from the volunteers into the 
regular Army. The Secretary of War said dis- 
tinctly, ** | will promote them in distinct ser- 
vices;’? and why? Because these men who have 
| joined the volunteer corps have entered into a con- 
| tract which they shall perform; and yet when they 
| want the men they will step in and take them out, 
| and relieve them of the contract; but when you 
| want them to carry out the contract, it binds your 
| men. It seems to me it is fair that it should op- 
|| erate both ways, and if you take the men you 
|| should take the meritorious officers as well. 
|| Mr. BROWNING. Have | a right to the floor 
\| on the special order? 
|| The VICE PRESIDENT. You have. 
|| Mr. BROWNING. | was very willing to yield 
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or half an hour; but the indications are that the 
1 do not wish to postpone 
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ne 








rr 


¥ ae 
rn 

_ 
Se 
gy met 


a: pate a 


oe 
~ ~ 
oo 
: 


“7 ; 


a 
A 


a 


ee 


ee 


a 





Re 
¥ 
geet 
ae 
hae 
ak 
ee 
i 

7 

: 


re 


1136 


the special order any farther, and I believe I shall 
proces d. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. If we can 
have a vote on the bill, I know the Senator would 
be willing to allow it to be taken. If we cannot, 
I will agree te let it go over. 

Mr. BROWNING. § Yes, sir; if we can have 
a vote | wi!l give way. 


eored eee nee _ — 


nowr 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis. 

Mr. CHANDLER, ‘Then, in place of the 
amendment which J proposed, | move to strike 
out the first section of the bill, which authorizes 


principles which it involves, and the magnitude 
and difficulty of the subjects with which it deals, 
any which has been before us during the present 
session. 

Its constitutionality is questioned. The power 


| to pass bills of atiainder is expressly prohibited 


Mr. CHANDLER. Is an amendment in order 


enlistments from the volunteers into the regular | 


regiments, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read the third time, and passed. 


ARMY DIVISION STAFFS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. With the permis- 


sion of the Senator from Illinois, the Chair will 


Representatives on the bill (S. No. 122) provid- 
mg for the organization of the staff attached to 
divisions of the Army of the United States and 
volunteers. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. We cannot | 
concur in those amendments, I think, and there- 
fore | move that the Senate disagree to them, and 
ask for a committee of conference. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Oh, no; let it lie on the 
table for the present. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
move to lay the bill on the table? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Very well. | 

The motion was agreed to. | 


PURCHASE OF COIN. ‘ }] 


The bill (H. R. No. 341) to authorize the pur- 
chase of coin and for other purposes was read twice 
by its title, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ordinarily that bill would 
be referred to the Committee on Finance; but the | 
committee have considered the bill this morning, 
and in order that it may be considered presently, 
I move that it be laid aside. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will lie on 


to Congress by the Constitution, and I believe it 
is not denied that this is a bill of attainder within 


the meaning of the Constitution. How then, if it | 


be so, can we constitutionally pass it? 

I understand the honorable Senator from Maine 
to derive the power not from the Constitution, but 
from the existing state of war. Or, to state the 
proposition in his own language, ‘‘ the general and 
ordinary powers of Government, under the Con- 


| stitution, are applicable to the nation in a state of 


peace; and yet, as clearly, the Constitution con- 


| templates the exercise of powers and the perform- 


ance of duties peculiar to a state of war,’’ &e. 
The truth of this proposition, as thus stated, I 


am not unwilling to concede, while 1 controvert | 


| the deductions which the Senator has thought 


| proper to make from it. 
lay before the Senate the action of the House of prov 


The powers of the Government are unquestion- 
ably enlarged by a state of war; that is, the Gov- 
ernment may lawfully and constitutionally exer- 


| cise powers in a state of war which it cannot ina 


state of peace; powers which are in entire har- 
mony with the Constitution, but which lie dor- 
nant during peace, and are vivified and brought 
into exercise and constitutionally asserted only in 
a state of war. 

Butis Congress the Government? Do these ex- 


| traordinary powers belong to Congress; and may 


| ing tide of human affairs, 


| Congress exercise them at all either in peace or 


war? Ithink not. All the powers which Con- 
gress possesses are those which are granted by the 
Constitution, and they are the same yesterday and 
to-day and forever. They do notchange, expand, 
and contract with the uncertain and ever fluctuat- 
With all possible re- 


| spect for¢he Senator’s learning and ability I may 


be permitted to suggest that the infirmity of his 
argument is to be found in his distribution of the 


| powers of Government, a distribution, in my judge 


| invested with the absolute »owers of war. 


the table, with the consent of the Senate. 1] 


CONFISCATION OF PROPERTY. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
(S. No. 151) to confiscate the property and free | 


the slaves of rebels. 1} 


Mr. BROWNING. I assume, Mr. President, || 


that the earnest and sincere desire of every Sen- 
ator is for the speedy and successful termination 
of the war, the reéstablishment of the authority 
of the Government, the return of peace, and the 
return of revolted citizens to their allegiance. In | 
this wish we all agree. And however much we | 
may differ in opinion and action, still, whatever 
we do, is done because we believe it will be pro- | 
motive of these ends. I also assume that in the 
prosecution of these ends we all wish to keep 
within the limits of the Constitution, and conform 
to its requirements, and preserve it in all its parts 
unimpaired, for our security and protection now 


| the restraints an 


ment, directly in the teeth of the Constitution. 
Says the honorable Senator: 


‘* There is no limit on the power of Congress; but it is 
tions of Government are, for the time being, in. abeyance 


when in conflict, and all State and national authority subor- 
dinated to the extreme authority of Congress, as the supreme 


power in the peril of external or internal hostilities. The | 


ordinary provisions of the Constitution, peculiar to a state 


of peace, and all laws and municipal regulations must yield 


to the foree of martial law, as resolved by Congress. ”’ 


There, sir, is as broad and deep a foundation for | 
Ina time of | 
war,and especially ina time of domestic war, when | 

it coalietes of the Constitution | 


absolute despotism as was ever laid. 


are more than at ae other time needed to check 
and contro! inflamed passions, and protect minor- 


| ities from the oppression and tyranny of excited 
l 


| majorities, life, liberty, property, a 
| held at the will and caprice of Con 


are to be 
rress, without 


| limitation, or restraint of any kind or character 


| upon its power. 


and hereafter, and for the benefit of our posterity || 


forever. We will have prosecuted the war to a 
melancholy end if its result shall be only to re- 
establish authority over the revolted States, and 
overthrow the Constitution. Unless we can save 
the Constitution with the Union we had better let 


_lesely without remedy for his grievances. The | 


them both go. | 


All the calamities that the rebel States are now 
enduring, all the disasters and miseries which 
have crowded upon them in one brief year, are 


the legitimate fruits of their disregard of the Con- | 


stitution, and an attempt to govern in violation of | 
ts provisions. If they had adhered to its prin- 
ciples and abided by its provisions, peace, pros- | 
perity, and good and equal government would 
have blessed their land to-day as they had blessed 
it from the hour the Constitution was adopted. 
There is danger in departing from it; and no ne- 
cessity which has yet arisen can justify us in 
doing so.. Every object we have in view can be 
better attained by keeping within its limitations 
than by overstepping them. 

i concede, as has been claimed by Senators who 


If these extreme war powers be 
prostituted to the purposes of tyranny and op- 
pression by the President, to whom the Constitu- 
tion has intrusted them, when peace returns he 
is answerable to the civil power for that abuse. 
If Congress usurps and prostitutes them, the lib- 
erty of the citizen is overthrown, and he is hope- 


Constitution was not constructed upon a sliding 
seale; and I know of no single dct which Congress 
may constitutionally do in time of war that itmay 
not, in equal accord with the Constitution, do in 
time of peace. 

The extraordinary powers which the Govern- 
ment may exercise in time of war, but the asser- 
tion of which is denied to it in peace, are war 
powers, vested in and to be wielded by that part 
of the visible organism which represents the sov- 
ereignty of the Government in the actual and “ 
tential conduct and prosecution of war—and that 


| is not Congress. Congress can no more command 


the Army, or interfere with the command of it 
when in the field, than it can adjudicate a case at 
law or control the decision of a court. 

The functions of Congress are civil and legisla- 
tive only. Itcan exercise no war powers, prop- 


“he civil func- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| the Senate toa very briefconsideration of two 


| 








8 bee erly so called. They belong to another depart- | 
have preceded me in this debate, that the bill under || ment of Government. Thi 


: s question has been 
consideration exceeds in the importance of the || considered and I think fally plissed upon by the 








supreme judicial department of this Government 
and I pause long enough to invite the attention of 


5 . " 7 ; i ad- 
judicated cases pertinent to this discussion, Tho 


first is the case of Luther vs. Borden, et al., (7 
Howard, pp. 43 to 46,) and grew out of the difi- 
culties in Rhode Island some years ago. Tio 
Supreme Court, in the consideration of that case, 
said: 


** After the President (not Congress] has acted and called 
out the militia, is a circuit court of the United States author. 
ized to inquire whether his decision was right? Could the 
court, while the parties were actually contending in arms for 
the possession of the Government, call witnesses betpre it 
and inquire whieh party represented a majority of the peo. 
ple? If it could, then it would become the duty of the court 
(provided it came to the conclusion that the President had 
decided ineorrectly) to discharge those who were arrested 
or detained by the troops in the service of the Unitéd States 
or the Government which the President was endeavoring to 
maintain.’? ® 4 $ * ® e be * 

* It is said that this power [the war power] in the Presj- 
dent is dangerous to liberty, and may be abused. Ajj 
power may be abused, if placed in unworthy hands. But 
it would be difficult, we think, to point out any other hands 
in which this power would be more safe, and at the same 
time equally effectual. When citizens of the same State 
are in anns against each other, and the constituted authori- 
ties unable to execute the laws, the interposition of the 
United States must be prompt or it is of hittle value. The 
ordinary course of proceedings in courts of justice would 
be utterly unfit for the crisis.” 


Mark this: 


** And the elevated office of the President, chosen as he 
is by the people of the United States, and the high re- 
sponsibility he could not fail to feel when acting in a case 
of so much moment, appear to furnish as strong safeguards 
against a willful abuse of power as human prudence and 
foresight could well provide. At all events, it is conferred 
upon him by the Constitution and laws of the United States, 
and must therefore be respected and enforced in its judicial 
tribunals.” 


Again, the court say: 

** A question very similar to this arose in the case of Mar- 
tin rs. Mott, (12 Wheat., 29-31.) The first clause of the 
first section of the act of February 28, 1795, of which we 
have been speaking, authorizes the Presidentto call out the 
militia to repel invasion. It is the second clause in the 
same section which authorizes the call to suppress an insur- 
rection against a State government. The power given to 
the President in each case is the same, with this difference 
only, that it cannot be exercised by him in the latter case, 
except upon the applieation of the Legislature or Execu- 
tive of the State.”’ 


That is in case of a State insurrection. 

“The ease above mentioned arose out of a call made by 
the President, by virtue of the power conferred by the first 
clause; and the court said that, ‘whenever a statute gives 
a discretionary power to any person to be exercised by him 
upon his own opinion of certain facts, it is a sound rule of 
construction that the statute constitutes him the sole aud 
exclusive judge of the existence of those facts.’ The grounds 
upon Which that opinion is maintained are set forth in the 
report, and we think are conclusive. ‘I'he same principle 
applies to the case now before the court.” 

I invite the attention of Senators to the state- 
ment of the court in harmony with what I have 
already stated: 

* Undoubtedly, if the President, in exercising this power, 

shall fall into error, or invade the rights of the people of the 
State, it would be in the power of Congress to apply tie 
proper remedy. But the courts must administer the law as 
they find it.”’ 
But, sir, if Congress, on the contrary, should 
assume the exercise of war powers, should usurp 
them, and should use them for the porpeers of 
tyranny, there is absolutely no remedy to be found 
anywhere, The court, in the consideration of 
the Rhode Island case, continues: 

“ It was a state of war, and the established Government 
resorted to the rights and usages of war to maintain itself, 
and to overcome the unlawful opposition. And in that state 
of things the officers engaged in its military service miglit 
lawfully arrest any one, who, from the information before 
them, they had reasonable grounds to believe was engaged 
in the insurrection; and might order a house to be forcibly 
entered and searched, when there were reasonable grounds 
for supposing he might be there concealed. Without the 
power to do this, martial law and the military array of the 
Government would be mere parade, and rather encourage 
attack than repel it. No more foree, however, can be used 
than is necessary to accomplish the object. And if the 
power is exercised for the purposes of oppression, or any in- 
jury willfully done to person or property, the party by whom 
or by whose orders it is committed, would undoubtedly be 
answerable.” 

That is one case, and | turn fora single moment 
to the other. The other is the case of Cross et at. 
vs. Harrison, (16 Howard, 190,) and grew out of 
a very peculiar and extraordinary state of things. 
I think as early as 1846, California or the port of 
San Francisco had been conquered by the arms of 
the United States. Shortly afterward we had mil- 
itary possession of all Upper California, but we 
had no power to legislate for it. Congress could 
not touch it. Congress had no jurisdiction, no 
right to exercise or toassert any authority of any 
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kind or character over it; but there was a govern- | 
ment established by that portion of the United | 
States Government which had a right to exercise | 
authority in such cases, and the court say: 


«“ Early in 1847, the President "— | 


not Congress, but the President— 

‘Barly in 1847, the President, as constitutional Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, authorized the 
military and naval commander of our forces in California 
to exercise the belligerent rights of a conqueror and to form 
a civil government for the conquered country, and to im- | 
pose duties on imports and tonnage as military contributions | 
for the support of the government, and of the army which 
had the conquest in possession.” 

That power was exercised by the President, 
where the war power abides, and where the Con- 
stitution has placed it; and Congress neither had 
authority nor attempted to exercise authority to 
legislate for California; and the government thus 
instituted under the war power vested in the Pres- | 
ident continued its existence and exercised its | 
functions long after California had been ceded to 
this country by Mexico, before it was superseded | 
by any government established by the action of 
Congress. 1 read these cases for the purpose of | 
calling attention to the fact, which I think cannot | 
be controverted as a legal proposition, that the 
war-executing powers are vase in the President, 
in the executive department of the Government, | 
and Congress has no more right to touch them or 
exercise them than it has to usurp and exercise 
the judicial functions of the Government. 

But the honorable Senator from Maine makes 
a further derivation of power to pass the bill un- 
der consideration from that clause of the Consti- 
tution which authorizes Congress to * make rules 
concerning captures on land and water.”’ But the 
Senator overlooks the fact, and an important one, | 
that the bill does not relate to captures. If it did, 
if it had regard to captures either on land or wa- 
ter, or both, | am sure he would net contend that 
it would not be as competent for Congress to pass | 
it in a time of profound peace as amid the clash of 
resounding arms. But it relates exclusively to 
property not captured, and which it presupposes 


is not to be captured, for if the capture were once || 
effected then the bill would be wholly unneces- || 


sary; for the very act of capture of belligerent prop- 
erty subject to capture eo instanti transmutes the 
title from the overpowered enemy to the conquer- | 


ing captor, and neither a bill of pains and penal- || 


ties, nor the sentence or decree of a court, is ne- 
cessary to change the property. 

But, as remarked, this bill has no reference 
whatever to captured property, but to that which | 
neither has been nor is expected to be captured. 
Nor is it restricted to property which, by its char- | 
acter or uses, is adapted to aid the rebellion, but 
strikes at all the property of every kind and char- 
acter of all the citizens of the seceded States with 
scarcely an exception. It sweeps away every- 
thing, even the most ordinary comforts and neces- 
saries of domestic life, and reduces all to absolute | 
poverty and nakedness. It leaves them the own- 
ership of nothing, and when executed will leave 
them the possession and enjoyment of nothing. If 
the bill is constitutional, the instant it passes mil- 
lions of people in the private waiks of life will be 
stripped of the ownership of everything, and the 
moment the strong arm of power can reach them | 
to execute the law, will also be stripped of the 
possession of everything. They may repent of 
their past rebellion and return to their allegiance 
the next day or the next month, but they return 
bankrupts and beggars, with nothing on earth to 
make government desirable. 

Butif this bill passes would they return? What | 
ee inducement would they heye to do so? | 
Vhat could they hope or expect from a Govern- 
ment which had shown itself so stern and remorse- | 
less in the execution of vengeance, not upon the 
guilty few, whose vaulting ambition conceived 
the treason and hatched the rebellion, but upon 
the deluded masses, who are fitter subjects of 
commiseration than of vengeance? The sure and 
certain effect of this bill would be to make peace 
and reunion an impossible thing. It would fill | 
the hearts of the entire people with despair, and | 


} 











| 


| ment to vindicate its authority. 


| restrained by the law of nations, 
fiscate all the property which we captured during || 


nerve their arms with the energy and desperation 
which despairinspires. It would turn to the black- 
ness of night the last glimmering hope of future 
fraternity between now alienated and exasperated 
brethren. 

Mr. President, we have the power to suppress 
this rebellion, and we will suppress it. Day by 


| day our Army is advancing further and further 


into the revolted States, and gladdening the hearts 
of misguided and repentant citizens by unfurling 
again to their gaze the loved old banner of their 


| fathers. 


Our brethren of the South—for I am willing yet 
to call them brethren; my heart yet yearnstowards 
them witha fervency of love which even their trea- 
son has not all extinguished, and which tempts 


visions be heralded in advance of the army as it 
marches South, and what other effect can it have 
than to consolidate the entire people for one last 
despairing struggle againstthose whom they might 
then justly regard as enemies and oppressors 1n- 
stead of friends and benefactors? What possible 
inducement could they have to prefer submission 
to death? For one, Ido not wish to waste the 
fortunes and devastate the homes of all. Leave 
something to make the guirdianship of Govern- 
ment and the protection of law desirable. Surely 
itis most desirable, if we can, to win back our 


|| erring brethren to their allegiance to and love for 
| the good old Government of our fathers; and if 


me constantly to say in their behalf, ‘* Father, | 
forgive them, for they know not what they do’’— | 
our brethren of the South are as keenly alive as | 


we are to the inevitable issue of this war. They 


see and appreciate the magnitude of our power, | 


and the inflexible determination of the Govern- 
They know the 
hour is near when the rebellion will take its place 
among the things that were, and when all that 
will be left of it in the present will be its blackened 
track—the dreary and desolate homes of its de- 
luded and unhappy victims. 
beginning to shape their conduct to a condition 
of things which they cannot possibly avert, They 


are already preparing to come back to the embrace | 


and protection of the Union; and if we deal with 
them justly, J cannot think the day far distant when 
we will again be a united and, harmonious people. 


They are already || 


A simple statement of the case will, I think, || 


demonstrate our want of power to legislate as pro- 
posed. If we recognize the existing state of things 


as war, then we must also recognize the rebels as | 


public enemies, and deal with them according to 


the rules of war established by the laws of nations, | 


which we cannot change. 


“We must deal with | 


them precisely as we would deal with a foreign | 


nation with which we were at war. And ifat war 
with a foreign nation, the law of nations would 
forbid us to pass a law to confiscate the property 
of the private citizens of that nation, or even to 
plunder them when our victorious army had in- 
vaded their country. I think it will not be con- 
tended that we could doeither. Our Constitution, 
I concede, would not restrain us. We would be 
We could con- 


the progress of the war; but we would do it under | 


the war power, and not by legislation. 

If we do not recognize the rebellion as war and 
the rebels as public enemies, butas insurgent citi- 
zens only, and deal with them and treat them as 
citizens, then we cannot pass the law proposed, 
because the Constitution forbids the enactment of 
bills of attainder, and this is, in the meaning of 
the Constitution, a bill of attainder. 


When our arms have triumphed and the rebel- | 


lion is suppressed and the rebels reduced to obe- 
dience, the Government will be restored to its au- 
thority over them as citizens, and may pass laws 
of amnesty, embracing all or any part of them, 
or elect to treat them as traitors, and indict, con- 
vict, and punish them for treason. But this must 
be done in accordance with constitutional provis- 
ions and guarantees, and within constitutional lim- 


itations; and we could not even then, in the case | 


of a convicted traitor, confiscate to the extent pro- 
posed by this bill. 

Thus, Mr. President, whether we régard the 
rebels as public enemies with whom we are at war, 
or only as insurgent citizens, we are, in either 
case, without power to pass the bill under consid- 
eration. Butin renouncing this power of legisla- 


tion we renounce no power necessary to the de- | 


fense of the Government and the maintenance of 
its authority—the suppression of the rebellion and 
the condign punishment of the traitors. The pow- 
ers of the Government for these purposes are am- 
ple and plenary, as I trust to be able to show. But 
they wre war powers, and not powers of legisla- 
tion. The inexpediency of this bill is as manifest 
as its unconstitutionality. Let it pass, and its pro- 


| severest penalties the law inflicts are far short of 


we cannot do this, the success of our effort to put 


down the rebellion will be almost as disastrous as 
failure. 


A vast majority of those acting against us have 


been constrained by circumstances which, with- 
out their agency, have been made to surround 
them, and by a reign of terror which they could 
not resist. For the great masses of the people, 
many of whom have been deluded, and many de- 
prived of all freedom of action, Lam ready for one, 
when the appropriate time comes, to unite in pass- 
ing an act of amnesty, which, instantly upon their 
return to their allegiance, and submission to the 
authority of the Government, shall remit them to 
their former rights of person and property, and 
give them full protection for both. But it is alto- 
gether different in regard to the fomenters and 
leaders of the rebellion. 

‘The annals of human guilt and depravity furnish 
no instance of so stupendous and atrocious a po- 
litical crime as this rebellion. The laws recognize 
no punishment commensurate to the offense. The 


the enormity of the guilt of the bad, base men 
whose machinations have brought upon the land 
the terrible plagues which afflict it. For them I 
have no word of mercy. If we ever get them 
they should expiate their guilt upon the gallows. 

But, Mr, President, it is not my intention to 
dwell upon the details of the bill; and having ex- 
pressed my opinion in general terms both of its 
constitutionality and expediency, I proceed to 


| submit some views upon the subject which, in 
| my opinion, has caused the war, and is now caus- 
| ing many of the embarrassments which surround 


our legislation. 

I believe, sir, that slavery is the sole, original 
cause of the presentunhappy condition of affairs; 
that is, | believe that without slavery there would 
have been no treason, no conspiracy, no rebel- 
lion, no war. And I believe further that it is sla- 
very alone which maintainsand continues the war, 
If by some exertion of divine power, some mira- 
cle—for nothing less could accomplish it—slavery 


_ could be blotted from the American continent, this 


war could not last thirty days longer, and all the 
Powers of earth could not prevent the speedy re- 
union of these now disrupted States. 

A large majority of the people of the free States 
of this Union believe as I do; and so believing, 


| many of them, good and patriotic people, are 


anxious that the war shall be made the occasion 
of wiping slavery out. Suggestions are often 
made that it is the duty of the President to pro- 
claim universal emancipation to the slaves; and 
many worthy citizens who would not knowingly 
infract the Constitution—the only safeguard of 
our freedom—believe that he possesses the power 
todo so. Your table is crowded with petitions 
calling on Congress, under the war power, to pass 
laws for the emancipation of all slaves; and I pre- 
sume that I am not mistaken in supposing that 


| this bill is intended as the first step towards com- 


pliance with this demand. 
I think a bill so sweeping inits provisions’ would 
not be urged except for the wish that it may reach 


| and dispose of the species of property to which I 


have referred. The petitioners must believe that 
Congress possesses some power of legislation now 
that it did not possess before the war began, and 
that the rebellion bas, in some way, enlarged and 
amplified the powers of Congress. The able and 


|| distinguished Senator from Maine seems to enter- 
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tain the same opinion, I confess, sir, that I do 
not comprehend it. All the power of legislation 
that Congress possesses is derived from the Con- 
stitution, granted by the Constitution, and the 
power of emancipating slaves is not included. 
However much I may desire to see the last ves- 
tive of slavery disappear from the continent of 
America, | can do nothing to accomplish that end 
which is prohibited by the Constitution which I 
have solemnly sworn to support, 

To ask the President to proclaim emancipation 
tothe slaves, is toask him to usurp a power which, 
in the existing state of things, he Soon not pos- 

To ask Congress to do it, is to assume that 
Congress may, and is willing to, disregard all 
constitutional guarantees, and transcend all con- 





titutional limitations, A state of war does not |} 


isuify the civil power in abrogating constitutions, 
nor in violating the rights of person or property. 


The right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap- || 


piness, is as inalienable in the citizen in time of 
war as in time of peace; and the tenure by which 
he holds his property is the same, and as invio- 
lable by the civil authority amid domestic commo- 
tions as in the hour of greatest tranquillity and 
prosperity. It ought to be practically as well as | 
theoretically true that a Government neither can | 
nor willdo a wrong. Its duties to its loyal citi- 
zens remain unchanged, and their rights of person 
and property are, in these turbulent times, as 
effectually under the panoply of the Constitution 
as they were before treason engendered conspir- 
acy, and conspiracy culminated in rebellion. 

ln regard to those in arms against the Govern- 
ment, the primary effect of the war is to extinguish 
all intercourse and to place the belligerents in the 
condition of enemies, and the Constitution and 
municipal laws have nothing to do with our deal- 
ing with them. But a proclamation, asa law, in- 
tended to emancipate the slaves of those who have 
committed no offense against the Government, and 
when no overmastering public necessity exists 
for so radical a measure, would be manifestly un- 
just and indefensible. It would be confounding 
loyalty and treason, and inflicting a punishment 
which ought to be visited upon crime alone, where 
no crime exists. If directed against the rebels it 
would be littl more than a bravado, for however 
much we may declare by proclamation or resolu- 
tion or statute thet their property shall be confis- 
cated, no confiscation will ensue until we can act- 
ually seize the property and enforce the penalty; 
and when we are ina condition to do that, neither 
proclamation nor law of Congress nor resolution 
will be necessary. Confiscation will be as well 
accomplished without them as with them, and, in 
any event, they would be meaningless and inop- 
erative. They are not necessary to give the right 
to despoil armed rebels of their property. That 
right already exists, and they will add nothing to 
the power of enforcing the right. If we have not 
the strength and material ability, which are the 
things needed, mere paper manifestoes will not 
give tiem, 

And when another class of persons ask Con- 
gress to Interpose in an especial manner for the 
benefit of slavery, and to make the war a war for 
its protection, above and beyond the protection 
given to other interests, they, too, ask what ought 
not to be granted, and what there is no power in 
the Governmentto grant. Weare here for no such 
purpose. ‘The Army is marshaled upon hostile 
fields for no such purpose. It is for no such pur- 
pose, but for a far higher, nobler, and more patri- 
otic one, we are giving millions of treasure, sac- 
rificing thousands of lives, and enduring many 
heavy burdens not easy to be borne. If slavery 
ean stand the shock of warand survive, be it so. 
If in the conflict for liberty, the Constitution, and 
the Union, it must necessarily perish, then let it 
perish. Whether its fate will be the one or the 
other, I will not now undertake to predict. If it 
ives with the country and the Constitution, all 
loyal men will accord it the same rights hereafterto 
which it was entitled heretofore. If it dies for the 
country and the Constitution, no patriot tongue 
will complain, no patriot heart will grieve. 

Agriculture, manufactures, commerce, landsand 
tenements, goods and chattels, the implements of 
industry, and the products of industry, every 





branch of trade, and every species of property, are || 


common to all the States, and to the people of all 





ing its sanction, the charter of its existence, in lo- 


| itation. Itdoes not acknowledge itself amenable 


| to the Constitution and laws of the General Gov- | 


ernment, They cannot regulate or control, mod- 


of its domicil, and whatever that condition is the 
laws of Congress cannot change it. They claim 
| no power over it in the States where it exists. In 
| times of peace it is independent and defiant of na- 


y or abolish it. [ts condition is fixed by the laws | 


| cal laws only, and circumscribed to a local hab- | 


| tional legislation, Letit maintain itsindependence | 
now if it can; but it has no right to come to the | 


| sition in its behalf, and ask that especial privileges 
‘and protection may be accorded to it - We have 
neither right nor power to grantsuch demand. It 
is not our mission to take care of slavery, but of 
the country. Let us take care of the Army; let 
| the Army take care of rebels and traitors, and let 


hand, nor for its preservation, maintenance, and 
perpetuation on the other; but for the suppression 
of rebellion, the punishment of treason, the pres- 
ervation of the Dnion, the maintenance of the 


thority of the Government over all its territory 
| and all its people. 

In the conduct of the war slaves stand to us in 
the relation of property, and to be dealt with as 
| other property; if belonging to loyal citizens, to 
be respected by the Army, and protected by the 
laws; if belonging to rebels, and coming within 
the grasp of the Army, to be seized and confis- 
cated and applied to our own uses in the best way 
in which they can be applied to weaken the en- 
emy and to strengthen ourselves. But it is not the 
business of the Army to catch and return slaves 
even for loyal citizens. That is no part of the 
war power. Our free and gallant soldiers are not 
| to be put to such base uses. A general has no 
more right to detail a soldier or permit a soldier 
to run down, catch, and return astray negro, than 
he has to detail one to run down, catch, and return 
a stray horse, ox, or a pig. The loyal owner, in 
either case, has a right togoand take his property 
| wherever he can find it, and the Army should inter- 





| pose no obstacle inhis way. Neither should itturn | 


| aside from its high and important duties to the 
| country to give him aid. If he needsassistance he 
must apply to the civil power. ‘The law makes 
ample provision. Would the commanding officers 
of the soldiers of Kentucky consent that their brave 
followers, who have volunteered their services, 
who are giving their treasures, and offering their 
lives in fighting the battles of freedom for our be- 
loved country, should, in the face of the enemy, 
be turned away from their noble and heroic work, 
and debased to hunting and returning stray horses, 
mules, and cattle forthe people of Illinois? Never, 
sir; never. They would break their swords, and 
trample upon their epaulets, before permitting 
the gallant men they commanded to be used for 
such ignoble work. Nor, sir, will Lever consent 
that the equally gallant and patriotic sons of lili- 
nois shall be mustered into the service of the Uni- 
ted States to become negro-hunters for any one. 

But let me not be misunderstood. I concede the 
right, to the fullest possible extent, of every loyal 
| citizen to the same protection from the Constitu- 
tion and laws for his slave property now that he 
| had before this rebellion broke out. The General 
Government possesses no more power now, and 
| claims no more power now, to emancipate the 
slaves of loyal citizens than it did before the re- 
| bellion began, unless it shall become an inexorable 
necessity to do so for the success of the great cause 
in which we are engaged, and on which the very 
life of the nation depends. Then, and in thatevent, 
it would possess and might exercise the power as 
a war power, over slave property as over all other 
property of all citizens, to take it and destroy it, 
or use itin any way which the extremity of the 
Government might make necessary and indis- 
pensable for the suppression of the rebellion, the 
maintenance of the Dien nad the reéstablishment 
of the authority of the Constitution and laws. But 
in all such cases it would be both the duty and the 
pleasure of the Government to make just and fair 
compensation to the owner, whatever the prop- 
erty was, whether negroes, horses, cattle, goods, 


_and chattels, or any other thing over which man 


. 1} 
the States, saving and excepting slavery alone. ! may have dominion, and of which he may be the 


That alone is anomalous; that alone is local; find- 


owner. 


Constitution, and the restoration of the just au- | 


national Legislature and demand especial interpo- | 


slavery take care of itself. This is not a war for || 
the abolition or extirpation of slavery on the one 
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The main object of the war is to put down ro. 
bellion and uphold the Government, and all ind;- 


| vidual! interests, whatever they are, are subordj- 


nate to this great object, and must yield, for the 


| time being, to the necessities which it imposes 


Does any one doubt either the power or the duty 
ofacommanding general to seize the horses and cat- 
tle of loyal citizens, to burn or demolish the houses 
and devastate the fields of loyal citizens, if these acts 
become indispensable to the success of our arms 
to prevent defeat or secure victory? Only in sate 
of dire extremity may this be done, but when that 
extremity comes itmust be done. And isthereany- 
thing more sacred about slave property than other 
penny Is there anything so sacred as to exalt 
it above the preservation of the Constitution and 
the Union? anything so sacred as to make its 
preservation the primary object of the war, and 
| the preservation of the arn and the Constitu- 
tion only secondary and subordinate? No, sir; 

let the reéstablishment and maintenance of the 
Government be the first, the grand, and central 
object, and all other things secondary and subser- 
vient. Guard, protect, and defend the rights, and 
all the rights, of person and property compatible 
with the success of the great cause, but if they 
stand in the way of success they must be thrust 
outof the way, and if the negro stands in the way 
of success, he, too, must be pushed aside. 

True, loyal-hearted men are willing to, and do, 
give up all their individual interests and pursuits 
and contribute with open and unstiriting hand 
the accumulations of the industry and frugality 
of their best years to promote the welfare and 
secure the triumph of the holy cause in which 
we are embarked; and shall the negro be with- 
held when he becomes necessary to the same end? 
| Nay, more: they give their lives. Our brethren 
of Kentucky, Tennessee, and other slave States, 
stand front to front with the rebel foe, bare their 
| breasts to the messengers of death, and bleed their 
lives away upon the gory and ensanguined field 
to uphold the venerated banner under whose folds 
our fathers fought, and save it from dishonor by 
traitor hands. Shall the vital drops that gush with 
the patriot heart’s last pulsation be freely given, 
and the negro only withheld? Is he more precious 
than the life’s best blood of husband, father, son, 
and brother? Can these all be immolated without 











a murmur ina cause that must be holy to claim 
such sacrifices; and can the heroic heart that, 
without grudging, can make these sacrifices lies- 
itate and falter and tremble and ‘start like a 
| guilty thing upon a fearful summons,” when the 
hand is outstretched towards the negro to sacrifice 
him in the same holy cause? Is he more than the 
moans and sighs of widows and orphans that fill 
the air, and their hot tears that bedew their pil- 
lows and their hearthstones? Is he more than 
our homes, filled with slaughter, and smoking and 
smouldering in ruin around us? More than over- 
thrown temples and desecrated altars? For all 
these things we give and bear with a fervency and 
fortitude that would have done honor to the no- 
blest Roman of Rome’s most glorious day. And 
shall we start back affrighted and aghast only 
when the hand is uplifted to strike the fetters from 
the slaves who give to rebels and traitors their 
strength? 
No, Mr. President; no! I will do our patriot 
brethren of the slave States no such cruel wrong 
as to believe it possible that they will, with sub- 
lime heroism sacrifice home and family and friends 
and fortune and all that is dear and precious to 
human affection; all that sanctifies the memories 
of the past, and gilds the hopes of the fature in this 
sacred cause; and Jose all the nobleness and man- 
hood and the dignity and glory of patriotism, to 
retain, amid the death-throes of the country, 4 
clutch upon slavery. It is not so; itis not so. In 
the name and for the honor of my native land, 
whose past history is radiant with the evidences 
of her devotion to freedom and to constitutional 
overnment, and with deeds of romantic daring 
in defense of human rights; in the name of the 
land whose green pastures and stately forests I 
first beheld; whose atmosphere I first breathed; 
endeared to me by the most cherished memories 
of childhood and youth and early manhood, and 
sanctified by the graves of my loved ones, | pro- 
| test that it is not so. No, sir; it isnot so. When 
| the hour and the necessity come for choosing be- 
| tween the unity and glory of the country and the 
suppression of rebellion and the honor of our flag 
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one hand, and a dissevered country, a 
honored flag, and slavery on the other, the choice 
will be made tn behalf of the country with asub- 
limity of patriotism and a heroic sacrifice of indi- 


yidual and local interests, and cherished opinions | 


und prejudices worthy of the sons a 
of immort al sires. 


nd daughters 


But let us not foree this necessity upon them. 
if it must come they will submit to it—hard as it 
may be they will submit to it. Let us do all we 
ean to ward it off. Let us deal with them kindly 
and generously, as well as justiy, and show them 
by our deeds that our words of loyalty to the Con- 
stitution with all its compromises, are not vain, 
hollow, and deceitful. Let us give to them, in 
person and property, the same measure of protec- 
tion that we claim for ourselves, and show them 
that we love the country and venerate the Con- 
stitution more than we hate and detest their local 
domestic institution; and then both they and we 
will meet and bear together the necessities that 
are born in this dark hour of national travail, 
whatever they may be. ‘They will ask nothing 
more. Or, if they do ask more, and prove false 


to their past history and to the high and noble love | 


of liberty and free constitutional Government by 
which | suppose them to be actuated—if they do 
ask more, and demonstrate that they are fighting 
for slavery first, and for the country only as an 
instrument to uphold it; that slavery and not the 
Union and the Constitution is their war cry and 


their inspiration—then, sir, for one, I am ready to 
wage upon slavery a war of total and utter exterm- | 
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 shapatiie govern us, and of the measure 
be adopted in the 
loyal citizens. 


s that should 
treatment of slaves owned by 
‘To enforce these 


principles, and 
execute these measures, no legislation is neces- 
sary. ‘The laws are now ample for these ends, 


Our duties and the 
understood. 


alike well 
Legislation cannot make them plain- 
er, cannot add to them additional foree; but will 
only tend to complicate, embarrass, and bewilder. 
Let us then forbear, and instead of seeking to es- 
tablish new rules, instead of searching after new 
definitions and interpretations of rights and du- 
ties, let us abide by the old, confident of their effi- 
cac y , if adhered to, to work outa solution of all 
the seeming difficulties which this 


rights of others are 


encompass 


j question. 


gut the property of rebels, including their slave 
prope rty, as we ll as the 


property of loyalists is 
to be dealt with; 


and L proceed briefly to inquire 
whether any legislation in regard to that is ne- 
cessary, or whether the whole subject cannot be 
better managed by the rules of law now existing 
than by any new ones we can enact. In what 
I say upon this subject | wish it understood that 
IL have reference to movable property only, and 
not to real estate. In regard to lands and tene- 
ments it may be that a different rule should be ap- 
plied, and a different course of procedure adopted; 
but as it respects movable property and our power 
over it and treatment of it, the law as it now 
stands is equal to any emergency which may 
arise—is plain, simple, and easy of application 

I pass by all refinements and specdlations as to 


and one of these 
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The principles of law, thus stated, declare the 
rights which war gives over the effects of an ene- 
my, taken in a solemn war, declared in form be- 
tween two States always distinet. But precisely 
the same prine i s and rules which apply to and 
govern whatare technically called solemn wars, are 
applicable to civil war, and they embrace all per- 
sons who take part in the war against the Govern- 
ment, whether the State where the hostile act is 
performed has formally thrown off the authority of 
the general Government or not. Whena State is 
actually divided into two distinct and independent 
bodies, warring upon each other, the y have no 
more right, as between each other, to claim the pro- 
tection of the Constitution and laws of the former 
Government than the citizens of a foreign State 
at war with us would have a right to claim such 
protection, The laws of civil society, that is, mu- 
nicipal laws and constitutions, as regulating inter- 
course between the parties and settling their mu- 
tual and relative rights of person and property, are 
dissolved, and the only rights as between them 
which can be insisted upon are belligerent rights; 
is the right to take, confiscate, 
appropriate, and dispose of, as we please, abso- 
luteby and forever, all the movable property of 
every kind and character belonging to the enemy 
individually and collectively, which has any rela- 
tion to the end of the war, and which tends to our 
advantage by strengthening us or by weakening 
the enemy, and diminishing his ability to carry on 
the war and do us injury. 


nee 


The exercise of this belligerent power, the as- 
sertion of this belligerent right of seizure and con- 
fiscation, in no sense and to no extent endangers 
the liberty of the citizen; nor is there the least | 
| occasion for alarm in that regard. It deals with 

public enemies only, Itdoes not touch the loyal 
| citizen nor his rights of person or property, nor 
}| at all intermeddle with the relations between him 
and his Government, nor fix nor attempt to fix 
rules of property between the citizen and Govern- 
ment or between citizen and citizen, but is limited, 
| in the class of persons upon whom it operates, to 

public enemies. The exercise of this power is 


inauon; for there is nothing on this earth, no tie 
of friendship, kindred, or nativity; no individual | 
jiterest of father or mother, sister or brother; no 
prejudice of early education, however inveterate; 
no strong affection of maturer years, however 
hallowed; nor love, nor hate, nor memory of the 
past, nor expectation of the future, that shall stand 
between me and my jeyalty to this blessed but 
bleeding land, and my efforts to save it from over- 
throw and ruin, 

lam willing to believe, and do believe, that true- 
hearted men in the slave States have embar ked in 
the war with equal earnestness, and bring to the 


the name or term that shall be used to designate 
the existing state of things. Call it treasonable 
insurrection, call it rebellion if you will; it is 
both, butit is nevertheless war—real, actual, pres- 
ent war to all intents and purposes; and we are 
entitled to claim and exercise all the war powers 
and belligerent rights which arise out of and per- 
tain toa state of war. ‘The so-called confederate 
States,andall whoacknowledge allegiance to them, 
or take part with them, are public enemies. They | 
are at war with the United States, and all the usual 

concomitants of war attend the conflict. Men 


cause equal devotion with ourselves, and that they 
are fighung for law and liberty, the Constitution, 
and the Union, for the great interests of mankind, 


and not simply for an individual interest of their | 


own; and | am also willing to believe that they 
will, with us, accept and bear all the necessities 
which the war imposes, whatever they may be; 
and if, in its fiery and impetuous course, as it 
surges from State to State, slavery shall be neces- 
sarily and inevitably swept before it, and a tradi- 
tion only of the institution be left behind, their 
patriotism and loyalty will bear even that. But 
to be borne and submitted to, it must come as an 


|| making war upon the 
| time being, dissolved the state of society which 


|| previously existed between them; and they are no 
inevitable and inexorable necessity, and not be of || 


purpose contrived and forced upon them by us. |) 
On the contrary, it is our duty to do all we can, | 
consistently with the higher and nobler object of 


taken in battle are held as prisoners; flags of truce 
pass between the hostile lines; intercourse is inter- 


| dicted between certain States and parts of States; 
seaports are formally blockaded, and prisoners of 


war are exchanged; and all the incidents which 


|| usually attend what is technically called a solemn 
and all the laws of war | 


war are present in this; 
apply, and all belligerent rights attach. What 
are these lawsof war,and these belligerent rights? 

By a state of war that of socie ty between the 
belligerents is suspended. The rebel States by 
United States have, for the 


longer entitled to invoke the protection of the Con- 
stitution and laws which they have repudiated 
and are endeavoring to destroy. The state of war 
in which they have put themselves, and which it 


not usurpation, but is fully warranted by the laws 


lof war, which antedate constitutions, and is in 


entire harmony with all the principles of interna- 
tional political law. It is a high, important, and 
valuable power, which the Government cannot 
afford to surrender, and without the exercise of 
which this warcan never be brought to a success- 
ful termination. 7 

I do not speak this in reference to slaves alone, 
but to all property. Can the war be prosecuted 
upon the understanding thatall the property cap- 
tured from the enemy is to be held for restoration 
to former owners when the war is over? Ifa gen- 
eral, in the progress of the war, needs the horses 


|orthe negroes of a loyal citizen for public use, 
| he may take them, but must make compensation 


for them, or restore them when the necessity has 


passed, making compensation for their use. But 
if he captures horses from those in arms against 
the Government, from public enemies, are they 
not at his absolute disposal? May he not use 
them, sel’ chem, destroy them, or turn them loose 
upon the desert, according to the exigencies of the 
case, without accountability to those of whom 
| they were captured? And if he may turn loose 
horses, why may he not negroes? They both 
stand to us in the relation of property of the 
enemy, which we may lawfully take, either to 


saving the country, to obviate the necessity, and 
give protection even to this description of prop- 
erty, and save it from destruction, just as it is 
their duty to do all in their power consistent with 
the primary and grand object of the war, to guard 
and protect our rights, and save our property from 
destruction. And if, when the storm is past and 
the war is ended, and peace smiles again upon the 
land, and the national flag floats again over the 
soil and in the breeze of every State, there shall 
be one slave, the property of a loyal citizen, found 


was in their own power to prevent, permits of it- | 
self every method of recognized warfare which 
can be used against them to subdue them, so that 
they have no reason to complain whatever we do. 
By the laws of war already existing, and un- 
doubte od, and universally ac knowledged by civil- 

ized nations, we have the belligerent right to seize 
| all the property of those who are in arms against 
the Government, or aiding, assisting, and encour- 
| aging those in arms, which comes within ourgrasp, 


remaining in any of the States, the right of that | 


loyal citizen to that slave will be: as inv iolk able then, 


and as far beyond the reach and power of the Fed- | 


| and by the seizure of which an advantage directly 
| accrues to ourselves, or the power of the enemy 
| to do us injury is weakened or diminished. ‘ by 
| the law of nations not only he that makes war for 


weaken him or strengthen ourselves. And if we 
have no right or power to take the negro, neither 
have we right or power to touch or take any other 


_deseription of property belonging to the enemy. 


eral Government as it was before the war began; 
and the General Government will have no power 
to interfere with the title by which he is held; no 
power toe mancipate him, or to fetter and limit | 


a just reason, but also every man in a just war, 
|| acquires a property in what he takes from the 
enemy, and that w ithout rule or measure, at least 


Will any one pretend thatif the horses and cattle 
_of the enemy come within our lines, we should 
| drive or send them back to strengthen him, and to 


|| as to the external effects with which the right of || be used by him in waging war upon us? And if 
the master’s control over him, but must leave that || property is accompanied; that is to say, neutral || not horses and cattle, why drive or send back ne- ef 
question where the Constitution left it—with the || nations ought to regard the two parties at war as || groes, which will stre sngthen him to a much greater 
State government. Thatalone will have adequate || lawful proprietors of what they can take from cach xte nt, and be far more valuable as a means and e 
powertoact. The General Government will have | 


| other by force of arms, the state of ne utrality not 
permitting them to espouse either side.”” ‘** And 
| with respect to movable effects, as they may be 
| easily transferred by commerce into the hands of 
the subjects of a neutral State, often without their 
knowing that they were taken in war, the tran- 
quillity of nations, the good of commerre, and even 
antied by the Constitution and laws, to the full | the state of neutrality require that they should 
extent of our ability to do so. ever be reputed lawful prize,’ and that the right | 
These, sir, are my views of the principles which || | of property should vest in the captor. 


material of war? The consequences of such a pol- 
icy will be, that while the enemy acts upon the 
laws of war, and plunders us, and confiscates all 
| our property that bs ean reach, and despoils, crip- 
ples, and weakens us, our hands will be so tied as 
to disable us from touching anything that is his; 
or if we touch it at all, touch it only to return it, 
I repeat, Mr. Pre sident, that so valuable, so 
indispensable and vital a belligerent right ought 
|| not to be surrendered nor even suspended. 


none, and will neither claim nor usurp it. The 
very ‘best thing for us to do now while the war 
rages, and the best thing for us to do when it is 
ended, will be to deal fairly and justly with all, 
and to award to all the full measure of protection 
for both person and property, secured and guar- 
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Let all our wenet ils, everywhere, ut derstand 
it, and that they 
No legisla- 


that itis their duty to act upor 
are expected Lo pe rform that duty. 
tion is necessary tothisend. Without an actual 
and existing state of war no legislation could 
create or authorize the exercise of this power, 
and when war begins the right and power both 
begin with it. They spring out of the war, and 
are incident to it, and do not wait for legislation 
to bring them into existence. They are of the 


very essence of the war power, and, as already | 


remarked, they existed prior to the Constitution, 
and independent of the Constitution and the laws 
enacted by legislative bodies. ‘They inhere in, 
pertain to, and spring out of a state of war. They 
are a part of the constitution of nations, and no 
war ever was or ever will be prosecuted without 
their practical assertion. 

I have always supposed the object and purpos: 
of war to Le to kill, destroy, and spoil the enemy 
in person and property to the full extent that was 
necessary to subdue him and attain the end for 
which the war was undertaken. Where, sir, will 
you find in our Constitution or statute laws any 


authority for our soldiers to kill and slay in bat- || 


tle? Yet who dou}ts the power, the right,and 
the duty to do so?) War without the purpose, in- 
tention, and effort to do so, would be but a mag- 
nificent farce. It would be a misnomer to call it 
war. It is equally a misnomer to call that war 
where the great object of solicitude with one bel- 
ligerent 1s to save and protect the material of war 


ot the other from damage and destruction. The | 


term war, ex vi termini, means violent, crushing 
death and destruction; and when before in the 
history of nations did a people with six hundred 
thousand men in the field, eager and panting for 
the fray, and the life of the nation in peril so immi- 
nent that nothing but a successful blow struck in 
its defense could save it from death; when before, 
lask, did a people, under such circumstances, ever 
pause upon the eve of battle to inquire whether, 
ifthe blow were struck, the opposing hostile hosts 


might not suffer by the loss or destruction of 


property, and quibble upon the absence of written 
laws and constitutions to justify the act? Such 
authority—the authority of written constitutions 
and laws—is no more necessary to vindicate the 


seizure and confiscation of enemy’s property than || 


it is necessary to vindicate the slaying of enemies 
themselves. Both powers pertain to a state of war, 
independent of constitutions, and the only inquiry 
which we need make is, whether the Constitution 
imposes any limitations or restrictions upon their 
exercise, or whether our statute laws at all modify 


the laws of war in this regard, or deny to us, in | 


actual war, the assertion and benefit of any of our 
belligerent rights. The statutes, | believe, are 


silent on the subject, and the only limitation which | 


the Constitution imposes upon the exercise ofany 


war power is that contained in the third article of | 


the amendments to the Constitution, which pro- 
vides that— 


** No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any 


house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of | 


war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.”’ 


Is not the implication, from this provision, as 
strong asit can well be made, that but for the re- 
striction thus imposed, soldiers might, by virtue 
of the war power, in time of actual war, be quar- 


tered in any house in any manner which the com- | 


manding general might see fit to direct? Is it not 
a distinct recognition of the fact that all preéx- 
isting war powers continued to exist, notwith- 
standing the Constitution, only in so far as they 
were modified by this clause of the Constitution ? 
But even this is not a limitation of belligerent 
rights. Belligerent rights are those which grow 
out of the war, and which regulate the dealings 
of the belligerents with each other, and with neu- 
trals; but have no relation to the dealings of the 
belligerent Governments with their own citizens 
or subjects. War powers and belligerent rights 
are by no means synonymous. 

The clause of the Constitution above quoted does 
notimpair, diminish, modify, or restrict any bellig- 


erent right. It does puta limitation upon a war || 


power, but does so for the benefit and protection 
of our own citizens, and out of no tenderness to 
public enemies, and with no purpose of protecting 
their persons or property, or guarding their in- 
terests from injury. It will save us some trouble 
and porgeenty to remember that the Constitution 
was made for vur own citizens, and not for public 
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enemies; for those who recognize the Government 

as one to which they owe allegiance, and from 

which they havea right, therefore, todemand pro- 
| tection, not for those who have renounced their 
fealty, repudiated the Government, declared them- 
selves its public enemies, and made war upon its 
people. Allegiance and protection are correlatives, 
and when the one is renounced the other is for- 
feited; and | never hear, without surprise, argu- 
ments drawn from our treatment of publicenemieés, 


and the confiscation of their property, to prove || 


against the Government, or any of the officers or 


agents of the Government, infractions of the Con- | 


stitution. It is from a total misapprehension of 
the subject that such reasoning proceeds. They 


are matters with which the Constitution has noth- | 


ing to do. They are altogether extra-constitu- 
tional, and the error comes of confounding things 
which, in their nature, are totally distinct and 
separate—municipal constitutions and laws, war 
powers, and belligerent rights. Let them be kept 
distinet and separate, separately considered, and 
separately and appropriately applied, and the mo- 
mentous questions upon us will be disembarrassed 
of many of their seeming difficulties. 


during the progress of the war?’’ although intri- 


cate and oppressive, is not beyond the reach of a | 
justand satisfactory solution. Ifloyalmen will be | 


content toclaim only that to which they are justly 
entitled, and accord to all others that to which they 
are entitled, the way before us will be plain and 
simple, and the problem will work itself out to a 


|| result which will be acquiesced in and submitted 


to, if not entirely satisfactory to all. 

[am anxious to make myself understood on 
these questions, and will, therefore, recapitulate, 
in as distinct and compact a form as I can, my 
views. 


I say,then, Mr. President, that the war which | 


has been forced upon us is for the suppression of 
| the rebellion, the punishment of treason, and the 
| preservation of the Union and the Constitution; 
and it is the duty of the Government to use all 
lawful and constitutional means within its power 
and under its control of every kind and character 
to accomplish these ends; to do everything that 


can be done to weaken the cause and diminish | 


the means of the rebels; to give protection to the 


vigorous and successful prosecution and speedy 
termination ef the war. 

Loyal citizens are now as fully entitled to the 
benefits, protection, and guarantees of the Consti- 


| tution and laws for their persons, and for their | 
| property of every kind, including slaves, as they | 
| have been at any time sinee the adoption of the | 
|| Constitution,and will be so entitled after the term- || 


ination of the war as they were before its com- 
mencement. The General Government does not 
claim the power, nor will it attempt to exercise 


hold their property; but it has the right to take 
| any or all the property of any citizen, when the 
| exigencies of the war make it necessary for the 


it, of changing the tenure by which loyal citizens | 
| 
} 


|| success of the war and the suppression of the re- 


beilion; but in all cases where the property of a 
loyal citizen is taken, or necessarily lost to him, 
| or destroyed in the prosecution of the war, just 
| and reasonable compensation ought to be made 
therefor. 
The Government has the right and power, and 
ought to exercise them, to seize and confiscate all 
| the property, of every character, including slaves, 
| of those in‘armed rebellion against the Govern- 
| ment, or who may give aid and comfort to those 
| in arms, so far as such property may come within 


_ and confiscation may have any relation to the end 


| and object of the war, and may tend to cripple | 


| mote the success of our arms; and it is the duty 
_ of the Government to exercise this right, and to 
| apply such property to the uses to which it is best 
adapted to aid in the successful prosecution of the 
war, in defraying its expenses and lightening its 
| burdens on loyal citizens. 

| To accomplish this, neither legisMtion nor ad- 
| judication is necessary. The power is a war 
, power—the right is a belligerent right. These 
principles are as applicable to slaves as to other 


property, and no officer should be permitted to 


| and subdue the enemy or strengthen us, and pro- 
| 


The problem, *‘ what shall we do with the slaves | 


persons and the property of every description of | 
loyal citizens, and to strengthen the cause and | 
| inerease the means of the Government for the 


the reach of our Army, and so far as its seizure | 
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use the forces under his command in repelling 
fugitives from the lines, or in arresting and a 
turning them to rebel masters; but they should 
be received, and used in whatever way they could 
be made most available and efficient in the prose. 
cution of the war; and if any come, whose doe. 
vices cannot be made available, let them pass 
through the lines and shift for themselves, "Tj 
_ Army is not bound to take care of them, and can- 
/ not have them as camp followers, to be provided 
for at the expense of the Government. All who 
| can be advantageously used should be used. Let 
them do the drudgery and labor which would 
otherwise devolve on our soldiers. Let them open 
roads, build bridges, dig ditches and trenches 
_ erect fortifications, and do labor of every kind 
which may be needed by a large army; and jf 
need be to save the Government from overthrow 
the country from ruin, and our homes from deso. 
lation, let them be formed into companies and 
regiments, and drilled and discipiined and armed, 
to take their chances for wounds and death in the 
front of battle. 

Let no one be startled from his propriety by this 
| declaration. I do not make it rashly, but hay: 
considered it well, and comprehend its full import, 
I would notdoitnow. The necessity has not yet 
arisen. Itmaynevercome. I trustin God it will 
not; but if it does, I, for one, am prepared to meet 
it. But 1 would not do it now, because it is not 
now demanded by the stress of the war, and be- 
cause the measure itself, however urgentand over- 
mastering the necessity may be, will still be dis- 
tasteful, if not offensive, to our friends in the slave 
States; and I would do nothing that was not jus- 
tified by the most powerful and cogent reasons, 
that was offensive tothem. Their situation is pe- 
culiar, delicate, and embarrassing; and | appre- 
|| clate the difficulties that surrouud them, and am 
unwilling, if it can be avoided, to add to the dis- 
tress of their position. I want their free, hearty, 
' and zealous co6éperation, and am willing to make 
| sacrifices to secure it; and if our acts prove the ful! 
| sincerity of our words in the recognition of their 
| rights in this unexampled and distressing emer- 
gency, | cannot doubt that they will go with us to 
the extremity | have suggested, when events shall 
have developed its justice, its humanity, and its 
| necessity. A distinguished British statesman in 
a recent speech, delivered at a time when good men 
of both countries were oppressed with painful ap- 
prehensions of an approaching collision between 
these kindred nations; when bad men hoped for 
the collision, and rash men were making it pos- 
sible; breasting the storm of passion that raged 
around him, and intent upon preserving the peace 
of the world and cementing the brotherhood of 
nations, and speaking with the strength and power 
which trutivand conscious rectitude give, said of 
America: 


* Eighty-five years ago, about the time when some of our 
oldest townsmen were very little children, there were on 
| the North American continent colonies mainly of English- 
men, containing about three millions of souls. Those col 
onies we have seen a year ago constitute the United Stues 
| of North America, and comprising a population of not less 
than thirty millions of souls. We know that in agriculture 
and in manufactures, with the exception of this kingdom, 
there is no country in the world which may be placed in 
advance with regard to those arts of the United States. 
| With regard to inventions, | believe within the last thirty 
years we have received more useful inventions from the 
United States than we have received from all the countries 
of Europe. In thatcountry there are probably ten times as 
many miles of telegraph as there are in this country. There 
are at least five or six times as many miles of railways. 
The tonnage of that nation, of its shipping, is at least equal 
to ours, if it does not exceed ours. The prisons of Uiat 
country—for even in countries the most favored, so far, 
prisons are needful—the prisons of that country have been 
models for the other nations of Europe; and many Euro- 
pean nations and Governments have sent commissions be- 
yond the Atlantic to inquire into the admirable systems ot 
education established universally in their free schools 
throughout the free and northern States. If I were to spt ak 
of them in a religious aspect, | should say that, within that 
period of time to which their short history goes back, Uiere 
is nothing on the face of the earth, and never has been be- 
sides, to equal the magnificent arrangement of churches 
and ministers, and of all the appliances which are thought 
necessary for a nation to teach morality and Christianity to 
the people. Besides all this, when I state that for mauy 
years past the annual public expenditure of the Govern- 
ment of that country has been somewhere between ten and 
fifteen millions, [ need not perhaps say further; that there 
| has existed in that country, among all the people, an amount 
of comfort and prosperity, of abounding plenty, such as I 
| believe no other country in the world in any age has dis- 
|| played.”? 
| 





! True, just, generous, and noble words, wor- 
thy of a Christian statesman. He might have 
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added that she had been an asylum, not only for and subdued as to give security against further 


/ 


Rritain’s suffering children, but for the poor and 
down-trodden of all the nations of earth, and that 
here alone, since creation’s dawn, had been real- 
ized the sublime spectacle of the practical frater- 
nity of the human family. He might have added 
that we were feeding and clothing and human- 
izing and Christianizing and giving homes and 
happiness to millions, of all kindreds and tongues | 
and peoples, who had never known these blessings 
of civilization before; and that here all were equal | 
before the law. That come from what benighted | 
or what hostile shore they might, here they were 
all Americans, entitled to and enjoying the pro- | 
tection of the most beneficent Government the | 
wisdom of man had ever devised. Of this great | 
country, this beneficent Government, the rebel 

States were a part. They shared all its benefits | 
and all its glory; and no people on earth were | 
ever in the fuller fruition of all the possible bles- 
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injury from his hostility, and make the object of 
the war attainable, is it any worse to kill that 
enemy with a musket in the hands of a black than 
in the hands of a white man? Or isitany worse 
to expose the lives of the black men of the coun- 
try to the perils of battle than it is to expose the 
lives of our sons, brothers, and friends to the same 
peril? 

I would do nothing, Mr. President, to incite to 
servile insurrection. On the contrary, | would 


exert all the power I possessed, which could be | 


exerted with safety to our cause, to save even the 


|! traitors of the South from the horrors of a servile 


war; but when slaves and aboriginal savages of 
the country are both armed to aid in the overthrow 
of the Government, I can, if a strong necessity 


comes, have no puerile and fantastic scruples 


singsofgood government. Noconceivable change || 


could have improved their condition. 
Jut notwithstanding all this, incited by hatred 

of free institutions and of the free people of the 
North; by lust of power and dominion; by cupid- 
ity, which fattened upon the unrewarded labor of 
others; to gratify their own selfish aims and their 
bad ambition, and reckless of the peace of the 
world and of the happiness of all others but them- | 
selves, and utterly regardless of the wretched- | 
ness and woe and death and desolation which war 

would bring, they conspired to tear down this 
Government and drive the plowshare of ruin over 
this fair country. They robbed the Treasury, 
they robbed the custom-houses, they robbed the | 
arsenals and armories, corrupted the officers of the | 
Army and Navy, and precipitated upon us all the 
miseries of war which now afflict us. And this is 
the people against whom we are not to arm the | 
free colored men of the land when that shall be the | 
last resort to prevent the full accomplishment of | 
their diabolical schemes. Against us they have 
armed the Indians, have armed the negroes, and 
are using all the bad power they possess to arm 
Europe. They may succeed. I trust they will not. 





I trust the wiser and more humane and Christian || resounded with their groans, been watered with 


counsels of the great and good man from whose | 
— . ea | 
grand speech | have quoted may prevail. But if | 


they do succeed, then the necessity to which I |) 


refer will have come. 

Two governments cannot exist where before 
there was but one, and permanently to separate 
the two sections of this country will only be to 
intensify ayd perpetuate the war. ‘T'wo govern- 
ments, with thousands of miles of coterminous 
territory, separated only by imaginary lines, can- 
notexisttogether here. Natural causes are against 
it, and domestic, commercial, and political rea- 
sons are all against it. All the Powers of earth 
could not keep the peace between them. And, 
whenever the confederate States shall be recog- 
nized as one of the family of nations, the struggle 
with us becomes a struggle for our own throats. 
Our only alternatives will be to subjugate or be 
subjugated, to exterminate or be exterminated. 
The responsibility of this condition of thingsis not 
with us. To escape it we abased ourselves for 
years; but abasement was met only by new exac- 
tions, and increased insolence and arrogance. ‘The 
free States with their industry, thrift, and prosper- 
ity, and ample means and appliances of domestic 
comfort, have for years been to the rebel States the 
Mordecai in the gate. They have erecteda gallows 
for us—we should drag treason to it. And when, 
to the unholy alliance of traitors, rebels, Indians, 
and negroes, now warring upon us, there shall be 
added the hireling bands of the haters of freedom 
in Europe, it will be stupid and preposterous in us 
to refuse to avail ourselves of the strength which 
fugitives from their hated fellowship may bring 
us. We will then be fighting not only for national 
existence, but for our individual lives, and the 
lives of our wives avd children; and it would be 
both wicked and treasonable to refuse to arm fu- | 
gitives, but todrive them back to be armed against | 
us, as they have been and will be as fust as they 
are driven back. And why should we hesitate ? 
Can or will any one give a satisfactory reason 
why, when the necessity arises, we should hesi- 
tate to urm and discipline the colored race for the 
defense of the country, the quelling of rebellion, 
and the crushing of treason? Ifthe object of war 
really be, as I have always supposed it to be, to 
kill and destroy, until the enemy is so weakened | 





againstarming fugitives in defense of the Govern- 


|| ment, and subjecting them to the discipline and 


control of our officers, by whom their conduct can 


| be regulated and their ferocity restrained. So far 
| from having a tendency to stir up servile insurrec- 


tion, this will, on the contrary, be the very best, 
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review of Hallam’s Constitutional History, takes 
occasion tageomment upon a revolution which, 
more than Go centufies ago, brought to the block 
a tyrant whose oppressions could not break the 
spiritof the English people. In discussing the 
progress of the war between the king and Parlia- 
ment, he says: 

The two Houses, it must be acknowledged, committed 
great errors in the couduect of the war, or rather one great 
error Which brought their affairs tuto a condition requiring 
the most perilous expedients. The parliamentary leaders, 
of what may be called the first generation, Essex, Man- 
chester, Northumberland, Hollis, even Pym—all the most 


| eminent men, in short, Hampden excepted, were inclined 


| Roundheads had displayed in suberdinate situations. 


to half measures, They dread:d a decisive victory almost 
as wmuch as a decisive overthrow.” * * a * 
* The war was, therefore, conducted in a languid and tn- 
efficient manner. A resolute leader might have brought it 
to a close ina month. At the end ofthree campaigns, how- 
ever, the event was still dubious; and that it had not been 
decidedly unfavorable to the cause of liberty, was prined- 
pally owing to the skill and energy which ihe more violent 
The 


| conduct of Fairtax and Cromwell at Marston had exhibited 


and children of the rebel States against the fright- || 
| ful scenes of carnage and conflagration which may 
| otherwise sweep them from the earth. 


Whenever our armies march, as they must 
march, and, I trust, will soon march, into the in- 


| surgent States, the slaves will flock to our stand- 








| in earnest, 
| Itis both mercy and economy to make itso. I 





| plete vindication. 


ard. This has been already demonstrated. It 
will continue to be so, and to a far greater extent 
than has yetoccurred. Let them be repulsed, let 


them be driven back at the point of the bayonet, | 
to a detested bondage to traitors, and one of two | 


| things will inevitably follow: they will either be 


armed and marched against us, or the pent-up hate | 
and revenge which have been engendered and in- 


tensified by centuries of servitude, towards those 
whom they regard, whether justly or not, as their 
oppressors, will burst like volcanic fire among de- 
fenseless women and children, and make one vast, 


wild waste, red with blood and black with fire, of 


the land that has been their prison-house, that has 


their tears, and heard their whispered prayers 
for deliverance. Let us not drive them aoe to 
strengthen the army or to devastate the homes of 
the enemy, thus adding the horrors of servile to 
the horrors of fraternal war, but avail ourselves 
of the strength they bring us,and keep them where 
we can restrain their passions, control their ac- 
tions, and imbue them with something of the dig- 
nity of freedom and the charities of civilization. 
It will be merey and humanity to both races to 
do so. 

I know, sir, there are those whose sensibilities 
are shocked at the idea of the Government accept- 
ing the armed assistance of the colored race, but 
who have never a word of reprobation for the 
rebel chivalry, whose boast it is to lead them to 
the battle-field against the freemen of the North. 
They are willing that traitors shall slay our sol- 
diers with every weapon and by every instrument- 
ality accessible to their use. That is all right; 
but we must fight them in kid gloves, and if even 


| by accident we knock a traitor down, we must 


wait till he gets up, and call to time before we 
strike again. Iam tired, sir, of this war on one 
side. lam tired of using our free, gallant-hearted 
young men of the North for the base purpose of 
holding negroes for rebels while rebels overthrow 
the hopes of mankind. If it is war, let it be war 
Let it be quick, fierce, and terrible. 


cannot consent that any local domestic institution 
shall be exalted above the Union and the Cousti- 
tution, or stand in the way, of their full and com- 
If slavery can survive the con- 
flict, be it so; but as slaveholders lit the torch of 
civil war, if slavery suffers in the effort to extin- 
guish the flame, why let it suffer. All other in- 
terests of every section of the country and every 
class of citizens suffer likewise. Why should sla- 
very aloneclaim andenjoy exemption? Iam tired, 
sir, of half-way measures. Injurious and dam- 


| aging to any enterprise, they are fatal to war, and | 


never have failed, and never will fail, to bring 


disaster, defeat, and disgrace upon the men who | 
may be so imbecile as to attempt to apply them | 


to war. 
One of the most acute and intelligent observers 
and vigorous thinkers of the present century, in a 


if not the only protection we can give tothe women || ite war is a weak and cruel policy. 


a remarkable contrast to thatot Essex at Edgehill, and Wal 
ler at Lansdown. 

‘If there be any truth established by the universal expe 
rience of nations, it is this: that to carry the spirit of peace 
The time of negotia- 
tion is the time for deliberation and delay. But when an 
extreme case culls for that remedy, which is in its own nea- 
ture most violent, and which, in such cases, is a remedy 
only because it is violent, itis idle to think of mitigating 
and diluting. Languid war can do nothing which negotia- 
tion or submission will not do better; and to act on any 
other principle is not to save blood and moncy, but to squan- 
der them. This the parliamentary leaders found. The third 
year of hostilities was drawing toa close, and they had not 
conquered the king. They had not obtained even those 
advantages which they had expected from a policy obvi- 
ously erroneous in a military point of view. They had 
wished to husband their resources. They now found that, 
in enterprises like theirs, parsimony is the worst profusion. 
They had hoped to effeeta reconciliation. The event taught 
them that the best way to conciliate is to bring the work 
of destruction to a speedy termination. By their modera- 
tion many lives and much property had been wasted. The 


| angry passions which, if the contest had been short, would 


have died away almost as soon as they appeared, had fixed 
themselves in the form of deep and lasting hatred. A mili- 
tary caste had grownup. Those who had been induced to 
take up arms by the patriotic feelings of citizens, had begun 


| to entertain the professional feelings of soldiers. Above all, 


the leaders of the party had forfeited its confidence. If they 
had, by their valor and abilities, gained a complete victory, 
their influence might have been sufficient to prevent their 
associates from abusing it. It was now necessary to choose 
more resolute and uncompromising commanders.”’ 

Let us be admonished by the teachings of his- 
tory, and learn wisdom from the lessons of . past 
ages. Let us cease the folly of attempting to con- 
duct the war ypon peace principles. Economy 
and humanity alike demand increased vigor and 
energy. Mercy, herself, pleads for more resolute 
and uncompromising measures. Let our blows 
be quick and powerful. Let the contest be fierce 
and brief. 

If we are fighting for the Union and the Con- 


| stitution—to uphold a once glorious and benefi- 
| cent Government—to save from ruin this asylum 
| for the oppressed of all earth’s groaning nations 


—to beat back approaching barbarism and des- 


| potism, and advance the banner of liberty and 
| learning and civilization and Christianity yet fur- 
| ther and higher, and display its radiance before 


all the earth, let us fight like men in earnest, in 


| so holy a cause. If,on the contrary, we are fight- 


ing only to protect the institution of human sla- 
very from sustaining damage by the conflagration 
which the most atrocious and stupendous treason 
the world ever saw has kindled—if we are fight- 
ing only to rivet more firmly the fetters of to-day, 
and to forge new ones for to-morrow—if the pres- 
ervation of slavery, and not the preservation of 
the Government, is the great end and object of 
the war, then let us disband our armies, break 
our swords, abase our souls, and cease the wicked 
and unholy strife. 

Mr. CARLILE. Mr. President, if it is the 
pleasure of the Senate to go on now—— 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Let us post- 
pone the bill until to-morrow. 

Mr. CARLILE. [have no objection, provided 
I shall be entitled to the floor at one o’clock to- 


| morrow. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. This ques- 
tion will go over to one o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. CARLILE. Does the Senator desire to 
have this subject pass by for the evening ? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Yes, sir; 


[ should like to have it go over until to-morrow 
at one or two o’cloek. 


Mr. CARLILE. If itis desirable I will go on 
this evening. Ido not wish to interfere with any 
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business the Senate may have to-morrow, and | 
am prepare d to fo on now. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachuse tts. “I move that 
the further consideration of this bill be postponed 
until to-morrow at one o’clock. 

Mr. CARLILE. With the anderstanding that 
I shall be entitled to the floor then, 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ANTHONY and others. It would be bet- 
ter to say two o’clock to-morrow, 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. Twoo’clock 
18 SurYvesl d, 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 

SUCCESSES OF OUR ARMS. 

Mr. GRIMES, during the delivery of Mr. 
3ROWNING’S speech, obtained permission to read 
the following: 

Navy Department, March 10. 
Hon. Mr. Gaimes: 

Nothing further from Hampton Roads. 

following frou: Dupont’s last expedition: 
taLrimore, March 10. 
T'o Hon. Gipeon Wetres, Secretary of the Navy: 

L arrived this morning, and will come on in the next (four 
O'elock) train. The enemy bas abandoned his heavy torti 
fications at St 
Clinch and Fernandina and St. Mary’s, Florida, are ours. 

c. H. DAVIS, 
Captain United States Navy. 


CAVERLY. 


Just received the 


Z. B. 


Mr. SUMNER. 
take up alittle bill which will take only five min- 
utes, in which | know the Senator from Vermont 


|Mr. Cottamer] feels an interest; the bill for the | 


relief of Caverly. T want to have the Senate do 


an act of charity and of justice at the same time, | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ator indicate the bill? 

Mr. SUMNER. It is the bill from the House 
of Representatives, No, 284. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. What is the bill ? 

Mr. SUMNER. 
Caverly, late secretary of legation in Pera. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 
man. 

Mr. SUMNER. TI havea letter from his phy- 
sician, which makes an appeal to me for action 
upon im 


Will the Sen- 


[he motion was agreed to; and the bill (H.R. | 
No. 284) for the retief of Z. B. Caverly, late sec- | 


retary of legation at Lima, Peru, was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It provides for 
the payment to Z. B. Caverly, for his services and 
expenses as special messenger from Lima to 
Washington in 1859, 1860, and 1861, of $1,983, 
that being the amount of his per diem and ex- 
penses, after deducting therefrom his salary for 
the t me of such service as secretary of legation. 

Mr. SHERMAN, Lask for the reading of the 
report. 


‘The Secretary read the report of the Committee 


on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represent- | 


atives. It appears that Mr. ¢ paverly, while acting 


as secretary of legation at Lima, was required by | 


the minister, Mr. Clay, his superior, to proceed 


to Washington, and lay before the Department | 


of State the pending difficulties then (July, 1859) 
threatening to dasturb the amicable relations of the 
two Governments. He went to Washington, at- 
tended to the business as bearer of dispatches, 
and gave the condiuon of affairs to the Department 


in such a wey and with such authenticity and cor- | 


rectness as no one but himself or the minister 
could do, and returned to Lima October 26, 1859, 
being gone three months. The difficulties sull re- 
maining unsettled, he was again required, on ac- 
count of his peculiar fitness, not only as a bearer 
of dmpatches,dut because lie was most cognizant 
of the affairs pending, to return to Washington in 
the same capacity. He left Limaagain December 
27, 1859, and remained at the instance of the De- 
partment, and for their service and information, 
until April 1, 1861—four hundred and fifty-nine 
days; and during this time, although temporarily 
absent at intervals by their permission, yet sub- 
ject to and answering the cull of the Department 
untl he was dismissed by the appointment of a 
new secretary of legation. If he had not been sec- 
retary of legation, he would be legally entitled, 
without furtheraction of Congress, to pay as bearer 
of dispatches at the rate of six dollars per day 
and expenses. 

It was not ia his power, although secretary, to 
refuse to obey the request of the minister, who, 
for the best reasons, dispatched him to Washing- 


Simon’s and Brunswick, Georgia. Fort | 


I ask a favor of the Senate to | 


A bill for the relief of Mr. | 


He is a poor and sick | 


THE C 


a . 
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ton. He was of the more service as bearer of 


dispatches, because he was thoroughly informed 
of the affairs out of which the difficulues grew; and 
in equity, he would be entitled as well to his salary 
as secretary us to his per diem and expenses as 
bearer of dispatches. 
secretary, because he needed the ‘* ready money”’ 
to live upon during his stay at Washington and in 
the United States; but it also appears that he paid 


'| over all his salary to a substitute to Lima subse- 
| quently, relying upon the Government to pay him 








| as bearer of dispatches only. 


The Government 
would have paid him in the latter capacity but for 
the technical rules of settlement, as the Secretary 
of State says in his letter of the 3lst July, 1860, 
in consequence of his drawing his salary as sec- 
retary of legation, which connection he had no 
power to dissolve except by resignation. ‘The 
Secretary of State regrets this decision, inasmuch 
as Mr. Caverly was bound to obey the instruc- 
uuons of the minister, and because he is satisfied 
that the decision of Mr. Caverly, in obeying his 
superior, ** was the result of very proper and hon- 
orable motives. ”’ 
dispatch of November 10, 1859,) regarded Mr. 
Caverly’s presence in Washington as indispens- 
able. Caverly provided a substitute, to whom he 
paid an amount equal to the whole of his salary. 


| tle was serving the country in two capacities in 


effect, and should be paid at least for one; and that 
the one he asks pay for is the one in which he per- 
formed the actual service, at the same time using 
his information, ability, and experience as secre- 
tary, for the benefit of the country here, where it 
was, in the opinion of the Secretary of State and 
Mr. Clay, indispensable. The committee, on these 


facts, report a billto pay Mr. Caverly his per diem | 


and expenses as special messenger, after deduct- 


ing his salary as secretary of legation, being the | 


sum of $1,988. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to athird reading. It was 
read the third time and passed. 

SURRENDER OF FUGITIVE SLAVES. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I move now 
to take up the bill from the House of Represent- 
atives to make an additional article of war. 

The motion was agreed to; and the consider- 
ation of the bill (H. R. No. 299) to make an addi- 
tional article of war was resumed as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. DAVIS. 


Mr. Clay (as appears by his | 


He received his salary as | 





I move to amend the bill by in- | 


serting after the word * due,’’ in the eleventh line | 


of the first section, the words ** and also from de- 
taining, harboring, or concealing any such fugi- 
tives;’’ so that the proposed articie will read: 

All officers or persons in the military or naval service of 
the United States are prohibited from employing any of 
the forees under their respective commands, for the pur- 


pose of returning fugitives from service or labor who may | 


have escaped from any persons whom such service or labor 
is claimed to be due, and also from detaining, harboring, or 
concealing any such fugitive. 


I ask for the yeas and nays on the amendment, | 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 10, nays 29; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Carlile, Davis, Henderson, La- | 


tham, McDougall, Powell, Rice, Saulsbury, and Wilson of 
Missouri—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Browning, Chandler, Clark, 
Collamer, Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, 
Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Harris, Howard, Howe, 
King, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, Morrill, Pomeroy, 


Sherman, Sumner, Ten Eyek, Trumbull, Wade, Wilson |, 


of Massachusetts, and Wright—29. 
So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. SAULSBURY. I offer the following 
amendment, to come in asa proviso at the end of 
the first section: 

Provided, ‘That this article shall not apply in the States 
of Delaware, Maryland, Missouri, and Kentucky, nor else- 
where where the Federal authority is recognized or can be 
enforced. 

I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 7, nays 30; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Carlile, Latham, McDougall, | 


Powell, Saulsbury, and Wilson of Missouri—7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Browning, Chandler, Clark, 
Collamer, Cowan, Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, 
Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Harris, Henderson, 
Howard, Howe, King, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, 
Pomeroy, Sherman, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, 
Wilson of Massachusetts, and Wright—30. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 


| 


| 


Mr. CARLILE, I wish to make an inc i 
of the patron of this bill. The President ae, 
his proclamation in April, among other t} 
called for the services of the militia to aid him in 
the execution of the laws. One of the laws upon 
our statute-book is for the return of fugitive slaves 
| If the President shall find it necessary to cal| upon 
| the military power of the country to enable him to 

discharge his sworn duty in this respect—for he 
swears, as 1 understand, when he enters upon the 
duties of his office, to see that the laws are faith. 
fully executed—I desire to know if this bil! will 
not interfere with that in this particular, and what 
effect this bill would have upon any military ay- 
thorities of the country who should obey the eal}? 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. |] Suppose 
the Senator from Virginia clearly understands this 
matter. The case he supposes, if 1 understand jt 
would be a case where the authorities would call 
out the military for the purpose of enforcing the 
decision of the judicial tribunals—mere ciyi| pro- 
cess, The return of fugitive slaves isa civil ques- 
tion, a judicial one, nota military one, 

Mr. CARLILE. Then Lam to understand tha: 
| this will not interfere with that? 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I should like to have the 
bill read for the information of the Senate. [ haye 
not heard it read. 

The Secretary read the bili. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I think the last section of 
| the bill ought to be stricken out. It does not mean 
anything. Of course the act will take effect from 
its passage, 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. But if we 
amend it, it will have to go back to the House of 
Representatives. It is a House bill. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I move to strike out that 
section. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) The words proposed to be stricken 
out will be read. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That this act shall 
take effect from and after its passage. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. If I understand the pro- 
posed legislation correctly, it is simply to inhibit 
the officers in the field from being agents in and 
about this business of returning fugitives—pro- 
hibits them from engaging in it. I do not under- 
| stand it to impair or affect that provision of the 
Constitution, and the laws under the Constitu- 
tion, which make it the duty of any person having 
custody or possession of a fugitive from service 
or labor, to surrender him up on the claim of the 
_loyalowner. Itis, I understand, a mere measure 
to prevent the interference of the Army in these 
matters. As such, ] am prepared to vote for it; 
but in voting for it, I wish to say here that I un- 
derstand it to be simply a provision to prevent the 
interference of Army officers in this matter, not 
impairing the obligation on the part of an Army 
| officer as well as a private citizen to surrender a 
_ fugitive from service or Mbor under the Constitu- 
| tion and laws of the United States. 

Mr.CARLILE. Mr. President, I have no feel- 
ing other than a proper one in regard to this prop- 
osition; and I do not intend to detain the Senate 
longer thanamoment. They will see that I have 
no disposition to make any factious opposition to 
the passage of the bill. I know Senators desire 
that nothing shall be done that will throw the 
slightest obstacle in the way of the accomplish- 
ment of the great purpose we all have of restoring 
_ the Union. Now, I put this question to the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts: the Senator from Ten- 
nessee, our associate upon this flodr, has been 
recently appointed a brigadier genera!, and has 
gone to his own State to discharge his new duties 
in his military capacity, and is expected, I pre- 
sume, also to do all that he can to effect the great 
purpose had in view as acivilian. Now, suppose 
General Johnson shall be called upon to return to 
a loyal citizen of his State a fugitive slave, would 
you not by this bill, however much he might 
esteem the act as one going to aid in the accom- 
plishment of the purpose had in view by his ap- 
pointment, put it out of his power to do it; and 
would he not be subject to the penalty provided 
in this act if he did it? 

The amendment was rejected: 

_ Mr. SAULSBURY. I move to amend the bill 
| by inserting after the word ‘ due,’’in the eleventh 
line of the first section, the words, ‘‘ or for the 
| purpose of enticing or decoying such persons held 


lings, 





18 


to sel 


mast 
amen 

Th 

Mi 
of thi 
proh 

M: 
ties. 

Mi 
milit 
is no 
posit 
thor 
cise, 
and | 
office 
such 
your 
pow 
coy | 


deco 


shall 
is, t] 
it sh 
son i 
deco 
awa} 
noth 
M 
simp 
most 
of 18 
M 
oper 
M 
to th 
whe 
hibit 
they 
cate] 
disre 
Nor 
say, 
M 
cerk 
opin 
does 
land 
Sup 
it gc 
cout 
cent 
as |] 
pret 
wan 
in s| 
tice 
ents 
Wh 
he | 
that 


my 

N 
met 
to | 
offi 
ter: 
hib 
reé 





aw eS 








1862. 








to service Or labor from the service of their loyal 
masters.’? Iask for the yeas and nays on the 
amendment. . 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ANTHONY. ‘I would inquire if officers 
of the Army and all other persons are not already 
prohibited from enticing or pose! slaves? 

Mr. HOWARD. They are by heavy penal- 


ics. 

Mr. SAULSBURY.. If a person exercising 
military authority comes to my State, where there 
is nO opposition to Federal authority and no dis- 
position to manifest opposition to Federal au- 
thority, where the Federal laws are in full exer- 
cise, where nobody is offering them resistance, 
and my slave escapes, you prohibit the Federal 
officer from returning him to me. I want under 
such circumstances the same act to say that neither 
your Federal officer, nor any person exercising 
power or authority under you, shall entice or de- 
coy my slave away from me, or shall entice or 
decoy the slave of any loyal citizen of my State, 
or any other State, from the service of his master. 
If you say you intend to keep your Army aloof 
from this question, but you do not intend that they 
shall return fugitive slaves, then all Lask of you 
is, that when they come into a loyal community 
it shal] not be lawful for them, nor for any per- 
son acting under Federal authority, to entice or 
decoy my slave or the slave of my constituents 
away. That is the object of the amendment— 
nothing more, nothing less. 

Mr. HOWARD. If he did I suppose he would 
simply make himself liable to the severe and al- 
most inhuman penalties of the fugitive slave law 
of 1850. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The laws of the State would 
operate also. 

Mr. HOWARD. And he would be subject also 
to the penalty prescribed by the law of the State 
where he is. I understand this bill as simply pro- 
hibiting military men from disgracing the uniform 
they wear, by engaging in the business of slave- 
catching and delivering slaves to their owners—a 
disreputable business—in which no gentleman, 
North or South, military or civil, | undertake to 
say, will willingly engage. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Upon that question, there 
certainly as we all know is great difference of 
opinion in the country. This amendment of mine 
does give some protection to the citizens of Mary- 
land and the citizens of Delaware and elsewhere. 
Suppose your Army goes into my State, suppose 
it goes into the State of Maryland, into the lower 
counties of the State of Maryland where it has re- 
cently been, and suppose slaves are enticed away, 
as I am informed they have been, by persons 
pretending to be soldiers of the United States, I 
want your law to say that the person who engages 
in such a disreputable work as that, who will en- 
tice my slave or the slave of one of my constitu- 
ents away, shall be dismissed from your service. 
When you say thatif my slave goes where he is, 
he shall not return him, I want you to say also 
that he shall not be the means of depriving me of 
my slave. 

Mr. ANTHONY. In votingagainstthisamend- 
ment, which I shall do, I certainly do not wish it 
to be understood that I would vote to give any 
officer the right to entice a slave from a loyal mas- 
ter; but I understand that the law already pro- 
hibits it; it is already an offense, and we are only 
reénacting another law. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. What the Senator from 


t 





son held to service or labor, is not an article of 
war, and there is a vast difference between the 
laws on our statute-books which have to be en- 
forced through the courts of justice and the min- 
isters of the established law, and that martial 
authority which controls armed men in the field. 
Here it is proposed by military law—the canons 
of military authority—to say that officers of the 
Army shall not interfere in the matter of the re- 
turn of fugitives by employing or directing their 
subordinates, officers or men, to engage in that 
business, which is no office of theirs by law, im- 
posed upon them by no law, would be a mere vol- 
unteer act on their part under any circumstances, 
except where they had the particular personal 
custody of the person held to service, and hence 
would be bound, under the Constitution, to render 
him up on demand. When we legislate against 


Rhode Island says is true; but the law passed by 
Congress, making it penal to entice away a per- 

















interference for the return, would it not be well to 
say that as you shall not employ your forces for 
the return of fugitives, they shall not be employed 
in intermeddling with the rights of those. who hold 
these persons to service or labor? It looks to me 
like justice and measuring out equity and consti- 
tutional provisions with even hand. 
as the Senator from Delaware has said, that per- 
sons connected with the Army in Maryland and 
Delaware and in this District have been busy going 
about and saying to servants held to service or 


labor by law, that they were no longer bound to. | 


render service, and have been disturbing the in- 
terests and rights of those States. I can see some 


justice and reason in this request, and as we say | 


they shall not meddle in favor of the master, so I 
think it but justice to say that they shall not in- 
termeddle with the relations between the master 


and his servants, particularly in those States where | 
mischief may result, as | have been informed it is || 


resulting here in these two States and in the Dis- 
trict. 


obligations, let us live fully up to them. 


ing the whole question upon its fair ground. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 10, nays 29; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Carlile, Davis, Henderson, La 


tham, McDougall, Powell, Rice, Saulsbury, and Wilson of | 


Missouri—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Browning, Chandler, Clark, 
Collamer, Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Fos- 
ter, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Harris, Howard, Howe, King, 
Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, Morrill, Pomeroy, Sher- 


Massachusetts, and Wright—29. 
So the amendment was rejected. 


The bill was ordered to a third reading, and || 


: 5 
was read the third time. 


Mr. CARLILE. | ask for the yeas and nays 


on the passage of the bill. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being | 


taken, resulted—yeas 29, nays 9; as follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Anthony, Browning, Chandler, Clark, 
Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, 
Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Harris, Howard, Howe, King, Lane 
of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, McDougall, Morrill, Pomeroy, 
Sherman, Sumner, Ten Eyck, ‘l'rumbull, Wade, Wilson 
of Massachusetts, and Wright—29. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Bayard, Carlile, Davis, Henderson, La- 
tham, Powell, Rice, Saulsbury, and Wilson of Missouri—9. 


So the bill was passed. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 
do now adjourn. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


I move that the Senate 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, March 10, 1862. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Dr. Waxe cer. 
The Journal of Friday last was read and ap- 
proved. 
CUSTOM-HOUSE IN WASHINGTON. 


Mr. WALLACE, of Washington, by unani- 
mous consent, presented the memorial ofthe Legis- 
lative Assembly of Washington Territory, pray- 
ing for the erection of a custom-house on Puget 
sound; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


NEW MEMBER SWORN. 


Mr.GRIDER presented the credentials of Hon. 
Samvuet Casey, member elect from the first con- 
gressional district of Kentucky. 

Mr. Casey thereupon presented himself at the 
Speaker’s desk, and took the usual oath to sup- 
port the Constitution of the United States. 


SUTLERS IN THE VOLUNTEER SERVICE. 


The SPEAKER announced the regular order 
of business to be the consideration of the bill (S. 
No. 136) to provide for the appointment of sutlers 
in the volunteer service and to define their duties, 
postponed on the 5th instant until to-day, and 
made a special order. 

The bill was reported at length. 

The SPEAKER stated that the Committee on 
Military Affairs reported sundry amendments to 
the bill, which would be first considered. 

The first and second amendments of the com- 
mittee were reported, as follows: 


Page 1, section one, line six, strike out the word “ follow- 
ing,”’ and in line seven strike out after the word “ service,”’ 


Prayer 


lf we mean to live up to our constitutional | 
I can | 
see no mischief in the amendment suggested by | 
the Senator from Delaware, and [ think it is plac- | 
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have heard, | 
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as follows: “* to wit: apples, dried apples, oranges, figs, lem- 
ons, butter, cheese, milk, sirup, molasses, raisins, candles, 
crackers, wallets, brooms, comforters, boots, pocket look- 
ing-glasses, pins, gloves, leather, tin washbasins, shirt but- 
tous, horn and brass buttons, newspapers, books, tobacco, 
cigars, pipes, matches, blacking, blacking brushes, ciothes 
brushes, tooth brushes, hair brushes, coarse and fine combs, 
emery, crocus, pocket handkerchiefs, stationery, armor oil, 
sweetoil, rotten stone, razor strops, razors, shaving on 
soap, suspenders, scissors, shoestrings, needles, thread, 
Knives, pencils, and Bristol brick ;°? so that the section as 
amended would read ; 

That the inspectors general of the Army shall constitute 
a board of officers, whose duty it shall be to prepare, im- 


| mediately after the passage of this act, a list or schedule of 


the articles which may be sold by sutlers to the officers and 
soldiers of the volunteer service. Said listor schedule shall 


| be subject, from time to time, to such revision and change 
| as,in the judgment of the said board, the good of the service 


| may require: Provided always, ‘Thatno intoxicating liquors 





| shall at any time be contained therein, or the sale of such 


liquors be in any way authorized by said board. A copy 
of said list or schedule, and of any subsequent change there- 
in, together with a copy of this act, shall be, without de- 
lay, furnished by said board to the commanding officer of 
each brigade and of each regiment not attached to any 
brigade in the volunteer service, and also to the Adjutant 
General of the Army. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The first and second 
amendments are submitted to the first section of 
the bill, and provide simply for striking out the 
schedule of articles named which the sutlers shall 
be allowed to sell. ‘That is the effect of the two 
amendments. The Committee on Military Af- 
fairs thought it unnecessary to put a schedule of 
articles in the bill, when a board of officers is ap- 
pointed in the same section of the bill to make such 
a schedule. We have, however, retained in the 


| section the prohibition against the sale of intoxi- 
man, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilsun of || 


cating liquors, leaving it to a commission ap- 
pointed by the first section to make a schedule of 
articles. I presume there will be no objection to 
these two amendments. 

The first and second amendments were agreed 
to. 

Third amendment: 


Section three, strike out all after the enacting clause, as 
follows: © That it shall be the duty of the commanding 


| officer of each brigade, immediately upon the receipt of a 





| 
| 
| 
| 


copy of said list or schedule and copy of this act, as herein 
provided, to cause one sutler foreach regiment in his brig- 
ade to be selected by the commissioned officers of such 
regiment, which selection shall be by him reported to the 


| Adjutant General of the Army ; the person so selected shall 
| be sole sutier of said regiment. 


And the commanding offi- 
cer of each unattached regiment shail, in like manner, cause 
a selection of a sutier to be made for said regiment, who 
shail be sole sftler of said regiment. Any vacancy in the 
office of sutler, from any cause, shall be filled in the same 


way as an original appointment,” and insertin lieu thereof 
as follows: 


That all sutlers for volunteer regiments in the service of 
the United States shall be appointed as now provided for 


by law. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Missouri what the provision is for the 
appointment of sutlers in the volunteer service 
under the law as it now exists. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The provision for 
the appointment of sutlers, under the law as it now 
exists, is that they shall be appointed by the coun- 
cil of administration of the regiment, which con- 
sists of the lieutenant colonel, the major, and the 
first captain. 

Mr. McK NIGHT. I desire to call the atten- 
tion of the gentleman from Missouri to this point: 
I do not know where it comes in, in the biil, but 
I wantto know whether there is a provision in the 
bill requiring that no sutler shall be appointed for 
more than one regiment? I recollect that when 
the expedition was about starting for Port Royal 
there were great complaints made that about six- 
teen regimental sutlers were turned out, and a sin- 
gle sutler appointed for the whole expedition. I 
have heard it stated that this act was without color 
of law; and what I wish to ascertain of the gen- 
tleman from Missouri is whether there be any law 
which would authorize such an appointment, and 
if there is, whether there is any provision in this 
bill to prevent such appointments in future ? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. There is no provis- 
ion of law authorizing the act the gentleman men- 
tions. On the contrary, it was in violation of law. 
The law as it now exists authorizes the colonel 
of each regiment upon the recommendation of the 
eouncil of administration, to appoint his own sut- 
ler. The amendment we have proposed leaves 
the appointment precisely where itnow rests. The 
third section, as it poouaa the Senate, gives to the 
commission provided in the bill for fixing the 
schedule of articles and the price of the various ar- 
ticles, also the power of appointing the sutler. The 
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committee thought it better to vest the appointing 
power in another board than that which regulated 
his powers ond duties. It is to be supposed that 
the board which appoint the sutler will appoint 
persons friendly to themselves, and that a better 
guard againstextortion will be provided by fixing 
a different board to regulate the prices which the 
sutier shal! be allowed to charge. We have, there- 
fore, remodeled the section as it passed the Sen- 
ate, by retaining the appointing power in the coun- 
cil of administration, where it now exists, and 
providing that a board, consisting of all the com- 
missioned officers of the regiment, shall fix the 
schedule ofarticles the sutler is allowed to sell, and 
the prices he may charge. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. Then, if I understand the 
honorable gentiomanmfrom Missouri, this bill does 
not permit a sutier to be appointed for more than 
one regiments 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Certainly not. And 
that is the law as it now exists, Every regiment 
is entitled to a sutler, and the only change we 
make in the present law in this respect is to pro- 
vide that another commission shall fix the prices 
the sutler is allowed to charge, allowing the power 
of appointment to remain where it now exists, in 
the council of administration. We think that will 
remedy some of the objections which are made to 
the system as it now exists, 


Mr. WATTS. There are some appointments 
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now existing of sutlers for two or four regiments. 
W hat effect will this bill have upon those appoint- 
ments? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. That applies to regi- 
ments in the regular Army and at military posts. 
This bill does not affect them atall. It applies 
to the volunteer service only 

Mr. WATTS. 1 alluded to sutlers in the vol- 
unteer service. There have been appointments 
made by the Secretary of War of a single sutler 
for several regiments. How will this bill affect 
such appointments? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. That is in violation 
of law. There is no law authorizing the appoint- 
ment of suilers except for single regiments. The 
law isexplicit, and cannot be misunderstood. The 
colonel of every volunteer regiment is authorized 
10 appoint a sutler upon the recommendation of 

council of administration of the regiment, and 
it council of administration consists, under the 
Army regulations, of the lieutenant colonel, the 
major, and the first captain of the regiment. That 
is the law under which sutlers are appointed, l 
know nothing of such appointments as the gen- 
tleman mentions having been made. I know, how- 
ever, that the law is as I have stated. 

Mr. McPHERSON.  Lunderstand the effect of 
the amendment proposed by the Committee on 
Military Affairs to be to give the appointment of 
sutlers to the council of administration, consisting 
of the lieutenant colonel, major, and first captain 
of the regiment; and that the question before the 





House is between vesting the power of appoint- 
mentin this council of administration and ina 
board consisting of all the commissioned officers 
ofthe regiment. It appears to me that there is one 
consideration which ought to weigh with this 
House. The commissioned officers of a regiment 
are the persons who are presumed to know and 
feel most acutely the abuses which exist under the 
present sutler system. It is undoubted that they 
can be trusted more safely than any particular 
portion of them. [ suppose it was this consider- 
ation which induced the Senate to depart from the 


usual mode of a council of administration for con- || 


trel of these matters; but | suee@est whether it is 
not safer and better to trust the selection of asutler 
to the commissioned officers of a regiment. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 1 see no propriety | 
in the change proposed by the Senate; and if that 
change be agreed to by us, and is passed into 
law, then all the sutliers who have been already 
appointed, all the sutlers in the Army at present, 
would be dismissed. I cannot conceive how there 
can be any necessity for any such act. | believe 
that it is proper to make a change as proposed by 
the Committee on Military Affairs, that isto say, 
to give to a board different from that which ap- 
points the sutler the power of fixing the price of | 
the goods sold. 1 do not think it is necessary to 
make any more radical change. I hope, then, 
unless some other gentleman Tesives to speak on | 
the amendment, that the question will be decided. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If the House confine | 




















the appointment of a sutler to the whole list of | 
officers, then the same men will fix the prices of | 


the articles sold. That the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs desire to avoid. And, sir, there isa 
good reason why the same persons should not fix 


the prices who have the power of appointing the | 


sutler. I think that there isa great necessity for 
the change proposed by the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. It is supported by the experience 
of our Army in the field, and [ hope that the 
amendment recommended by the Committee on 
Military Affairs will be adopted. 

Mr. BLAKE. I have an amendment which I 
desire to offer. I do not know that it is now in 
order. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Is itan amendment 
to the pending amendment? 

Mr. BLAKE. It is not. It is rather in the na- 
ture of a substitute for the bill. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I have no objection 
to the amendment being offered whenever it is in 
order. 

Mr. BLAKE. I ask the Clerk to read my 
amendment. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert as fol- 
lows: 


That the office of sutier in the volunteer service of the | 
Army of the United States shall be, and the same is hereby, | 


abolished: Provided, ‘That this act shall take effect and be 
in force from and after the Ist day of May next. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I presume we will 
have to meet that question sooner or later, and | 
therefore am ready, for one, to meet it now. 


The SPEAKER. The substitute will be re- | 


ceived; but it will not be voted on until the amend- 
ments to the pending bill are disposed of. 

Mr. ALDRICH. It strikes me the argument 
of the chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, that if this amendment be adopted then 
new sutlers will have to be appointed, does not 
amountto much. If the sutler is satisfactory to 
the officers and men of a regiment, there is no 
doubt that he will be reappointed; and if the sut- 


ler is not satisfactory to them, then he ought to | 


be removed, and a better man put in his place. 


I am aware, sir, that in some of the regiments | 


about here, the sutlers are obnoxious to the com- 
pany officers and men—obnoxious to almost the 


| entire commands, and yet they are kept in so | 


long as the boards of administration deem fit to 
retain them. I know of one sutler of eight months’ 
standing who has gone home during the last four 


weeks and taken with him $10,000, which he had | 


made out of profits from the officers and men of 
the regiment to which he is attaehed. I am op- 
posed to such enormous profits. I am decidedly 
in favor of the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Buake.] I think that the whole thing 
of sutlers ought to be abolished. It seems to me 
that there are no officers under this Government 
anywhere, saving and excepting Indian traders in 
some portions of thercountry, who are guilty of 
so much swindling as these sutlers of the different 
regiments of the United States Army. I am in 
favor, I repeat, of abolishing the whole thing, and 
I hope that the House will do it. 

The question was taken on the third amend- 
ment, and it was disagreed to. 


Fourth amendment: 


- . | 
In the following strike out the words in brackets, andin | 


lieu thereof insert the words in italies: 

Sec. 4. .4nd be it further enacted, That the sutlers chosen 
in the manner provided in the preceding section shall [each 
be authorized to sell to the officers and soldiers of the regi 
ment only tor which he has been chosen] be allowed alien 
only upon the pay of the officers, non-commissioned officers, 
and privates of the regiment for which he has been chosen, or 
those stationed at the post to which he has been appointed, and 


for no greater sum than one sixth of the monthly pay of each 
officer, non-commissioned officer or private for articles sold | 


during each month; and the amount of one sixth or less than 
one sizth of the pey of such officer, non-commissioned officer 
or private, so sold to him by the sutler, shall be charged onthe 
pay rolls of such officer, non-commissioned officer or private, 
and deducted from his pay, and paid over bythe ter to 
the sutler of the regiment or military post, as the case ma 


be: Provided, however, That sutlers shall be allowed to sell | 


only the articles designated in the list or schedule provided 
in this act, and none others, and at prices not exceeding 
those affixed to said articles, as herein provided. Heshall 
keep said list or schedule, together with a copy of this act, 
fairly written or printed, posted up in some conspicuous 
part of the place where he makes said sales, and where the 
same can be easily read by any person 10 whom he makes 
said sales. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri Mr. Speaker, this 


amendment of the Committee on Military Affairs | 


is a radical change of the bill as it came from the 


| soldiers for goods sold by him. I know that 
_ good deal has been said about these sutlers in th, 
| newspapers and elsewhere. I know that a loud 
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Senate. It provides that the sutler shall haye a 
lien upon one sixth of the pay of the officers and 


a 


clamor has been raised against them. I desire 


| therefore, to give the reasons which have operated 
upon the committee to induce them to submit this 


radical change of the section of the bill as it came 
from the Senate. I do not believe in the denyy- 
ciation of a whole class of men. I am not afraid 
to say that if improper persons have been ay. 
pointed sutlers, and they have charged improper 
prices, then the fault is on the persons who ap- 
ape them and fixed their prices. If there has 
een all the swindling carried on by the sutlers 
that we have heard of, then the fault is with the 
colonels of regiments who have the power to dis- 
charge them. A council of administration has 
had the right to appoint the sutler, and to fix thy 
price of his goods; and if a sutler has made ay 
enormous profit and there has been the swindling 
complained of, then the fault is equally that of the 
volunteer officers and the sutlers. IT am inclined 
to think thata few cases of that description which 
have come to the notice of the public, added to 


| the sympathy which we all feel for the volunteer 


soldiers in the field, have given an undue prom- 
inence to this matter, and caused the clamor on the 
part ofthe public. Ido not believe that any large 
body of our citizens, or any class of men in this 


|| country, have set themselves sedulously to swin- 


dle our soldiers. I do not believe it, and I think 
that it is beneath the dignity of Congress to legis- 
late against any class of our citizens. 

I desire to say furthermore, that so far from 
protecting the soldier, this provision striking out 


| the lien allowed to the sutler, is prejudicial to his 


interest. You cannot find anywhere in the world, 
where men are called upon to fix the price of goods, 
that they will not fix them higher from considera- 
tions of justice and equity where there is a doubt 


| about the pay than they would if there were cer- 


tainty of pay. If you take away the lien the effect 
will be to give a bonus to those soldiers who will 
not pay their debts. It will give the dishonest 


| officers and soldiers a chance to escape the pay- 


ment of their debts, and make the honest officers 
and soldiers pay higher for what they may obtain 
from the sutler than they otherwise would have 


| todo. A sutler is necessary upon the march and 


in the camp, and if you take this lien away from 
him you of course increase the hazard of his busi- 
ness, and when the risk of his business is in- 
creased no board of officers will refuse to allow an 
increase of price. We know that merchants in- 
crease the price of their goods according to the 
risks they run. Ifthere be no risk, then, of course, 
the decrease of price will result to the advantage 
of the soldiers. It isa rule which I believe wil! 
operate invariably to enhance the price of these 
articles to the soldier who has to buy them, and 
the only benefit that can be produced to the sol- 
dier is that the dishonest soldier who does not 
want to pay. will escape, and the honest soldier 
will have to pay his own debt and the debt of the 
dishonest one also, That is the amount of it. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I wish to ask the gentleman 
why it is that we need sutlers at all? Cannot the 
quartermasters furnish everything which the sol- 
diers really want? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I would say in reply 
to the gentleman from Illinois, although it is not 
the question now before the House, that the quar- 
termaster, if he provides for the soldier, is just as 
likely to cheat him as the sutlers. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. But the quartermaster pro- 
vides at the Government prices, and he can provide 
everything that the soldier needs. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. You woul: not re- 
move the evil by that plan, because we have heard 
just as much clamor in this House about the sol- 
dier being cheated by quartermasters as by sutlers. 
He has had rotten cloth and shoddy and wooden 
soles to his shoes, and the cheating has been as 
great in the quartermaster’s department as In any 
other department of the Government. While | 
say this, I say it with a perfect knowledge that 
we have at the head of that department one of the 
best and most honest men in the service of the 
United States, but it is impossible to make a law 
which camnot in some way be evaded. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman will al- 


low me to make a suggestion in reply to my co!- 


18¢ 


’ 


eagu 
so di 
does 
thing 
the § 
in at 
ern 
show 
to su 
wou 
cent 
tons 
his ¢ 
You 
that 
to @! 
now 
well 
the 

arm 
leav 
will 
sho 
are 

the 
the 


its 
pas 


326 
SU" 


req 
su] 
to | 
lio 
art 
chi 
eit 
woe 
me 
or 


in 
di: 
of 
pr 
in 
to 


_» sw te 








soldier what he is entitled to under the law. He 
does not keep and is not authorized to keep any- 
thing but what the law authorizes to be given to 


the soldier by the Government. The sutler comes | 
’ 


in at that point and keeps articles which the Gov- 


ernment does not supply. All our experience has | 
shown that it is necessary we should have sutlers 


to supply those very articles. A> quartermaster 
would look very well dishing out and charging five 
cents’ worth of tobacco, or five cents’ worth of but- 
tons, or five cents’ worth of thread, and settling 
his account with the soldier whenever he is paid. 
You would impose duties upon the quartermaster 
that would make it necessary for the Government 
to employ double the number of quartermasters 
sor aan 

well. I fear that many gentlemen are judging of 
the necessity of sutlers by the experience of the 
army here, but whenever the army moves and 
leaves the neighborhood of towns, the necessity 
will suggest itself to every gentleman that there 
should be sutiers to supply these articles which 
are necessary for the comfort and convenience of 
the soldiers, and which the quartermasters and 
the commissaries do not and cannot supply. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forney, 
its Secretary, announced that the Senate had 
passed, without amendment, bill of the House No. 
326, to fulfill treaty stipulations with Hanover. 


SUTLERS IN THE VOLUNTEER SERVICE—-AGAIN. | 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I will only add that to 
require the quartermasters or commissaries to 
supply the soldiers with these articles would be 
to increase the Army of the United States by mil- 
lions. The soldier would not be able to get these 
arucles from the quartermaster or commissary any 
cheaper than he gets them from the sutler. The 
effect of the amendmentsuggested by my colleague 
would be to increase the expenses of the Govern- 
ment, while it would add nothing to the comfort 
or convenience of the soldier. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. We have already, 
in a section of the bill which we have passed over, 
disconnected the board which has the appointment 
of the sutler from that which has the fixing of the 
prices of his goods. Those two powers are lodged 
in two different boards, and it becomes this House 
to consider, dispassionately, whether it is not 
proper that we should give a lien to the sutler for 
a moderate porportion of the soldier’s pay to ben- 
efit the soldier—a lien, for instance, on one sixth 
ofhis pay. The officers upon whom the duty is im- 
posed of fixing the prices, will take that lien into 
consideration, They willsay thatsuch and such 
an amount of business is given to the sutler under 
this act, and his pay is absolutely certain, and that, 
when his pay is certain, he ought to take no higher 
profits than are right and proper; and the board, 
in conscience and equity, as between the sutler 
and the soldier—in whom they ought to feel the 


greatest interest—will fix the prices equitably and | 


upon a proper basis. 

Now, I appeal to the good judgment of the 
House not to allow the clamor that has been made 
against the sutlers, as a class, to beardown their 
better judgments in this matter; but that, after 
having disconnected the appointing power from 
that which has the fixing of the prices, they will 
now give a lien upon one sixth of the soldier’s 
pay to the sutler, in order that this board may put 
the prices down to the lowest possible rates, know- 
ing well that everything which the sutler sells will 
be paid for, and that he ought to be contented with 
small profits when his pay is certain. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Speaker, I desire to 
say a word upon the subject of these sutlers. I 
think there has been nothing connected with the 
volunteer portion of the Army of the United States 
that has been subject to more abuses than this 
sutler’s department. We know that when pay 
day comes round, as a general thing the sutlers 
receive almost all the wages—to the amount of 
thousands of dollars in some instances. We know 
that they have sold an immense amount of trash 
to the soldiers, including raisins and almonds and 
bad fruit, stale pies, liquor, and cider, and other 
things which the men would have been much bet- 
ter without. We know that officers have leagued 
with them, and in some instances shared the prof- 
its. We know that the Army,as ageneral thing, 


oyed. This system ofsutlers has worked | 


ee aw ’ 
gue. The quartermaster now furnishes tothe || are op nosed to the whole system, and that it is 


\| the influence of officers and the sutlers themselves 
|} —those who are supposed to derive benefit from 
it—that up to this ume has kept the system in 
force. 

The Senate have wisely proposed to deprive the 
sutler of a lien on the wages of the soldier. Why 
should the sutler have a preémption upon the pay 
of the soldier over and above the merchant and 
others who sell to the soldier? Why should they 
have a priority of lien over all other men? The 
country merchants at the cross roads in the neigh- 
borhood of the Army, who sell these same articles 
to the soldier, and in many instances better arti- 
cles, and at a lower price, have no lien on the 
wages of the soldier. [tis admitted in this amend- 
ment offered by the Committee on Military Affairs 
that they ought to have alien of one sixth. 
that.is right, why not give them a lien upon the 
whole? If they are entitled to a special preémp- 
tion over and above other men for one sixth, you 
ought to give them a lien for the whole. If they 
are prohibited from selling anything but certain 
articles at a fair price, it would be just to give them 
a lien for the whole. I hold that they are not en- 
titled toany immunities and rights overand above 
other traders in communities where our Army 
moves. Let the whole traffic be thrown open for 
fair competition. Letthe soldier go where he can 
buy cheapest. What dees he want while in the 
service of the United States? The soldier is well 
clothed. He is well fed. He wants nothing, un- 
| less it may be a few penniesworth of tobacco, 
and now and then a pair of suspenders, and such 
like. With a dollar or two in his pocket the sol- 
dier can provide himself cheaply with everything 
that he wants. These little articles, besides, are 
generally supplied by the soldier’s friends. 
perience has satisfiec 
off without any money in his pocket, and without 
| credit, If soldiers have credit they will buy what 
they want in camp, and will spend their pay on 


— 








&c. I believe, therefore, that the Senate amend- 
ment, which deprives the sutler of a lien upon 
the soldier’s pay is right. If the soldier buys 


footing as the general dealer. 
serving of credit he can have it. If he is not, the 
sutler should not give it to him. I think that the 
interest of the soldier will be best protected when 
you put obstacles in the way of his buying worth- 


hope that the amendment to the amendment will 
be voted down, and that the Senate amendment 
will be concurred in. 

Mr. DUNN. The Committee on Military Af- 
fairs thought best to give the sutlera lien to a 
limited extent. The House will observe that this 
lienisonlytotheextentofone sixth of themonthly 
pay of the officer or soldier. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Campsett] wants to know 
why any lien at all should be given to Sutlers. I 
will give him one reason, which [ think might 
have occurred to his own mind. It is this: it is 
expected that soldiers will be sometimes killed in 
battle. I should like to know what remedy the 
sutler would have to recover the debt due to him 
by the killed soldier, unless he had a lien upon his 
| pay. The committee therefore thought that the 
| sutler should have alien toalimited amount, and 
| that amount it has fixed at about $2 16 per month 
for the soldier. 


‘| Mr.CAMPBELL. There is always alien upon 








|| the wages of the soldier, for the purpose of de- 
| 
| 


|| fraying his funeral expenses; but I ask the gen- 
| tleman from Indiana what security the general 


If 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Ex- | 
me that the soldier is better | 


| stale pies, bad fruits, almonds, raisins, liquors, | 


from the sutler, let the sutler be on the same || 
If the soldier is de- | 


less articles from the sutler or anybody else. I | 


dealer lias in the case of the death of a soldier who | 


is in his debt? 


Mr. DUNN. [tis expected that the sutlershall | 


supply the necessities of the soldier where the 
general dealer cannot reach the Army. 


If you | 


throw open to all dealers the right to trade with | 


soldiers in their camps, you will soon have a state 
of general confusion in the Army. You must 


either have sutlers, or persons performing similar | 
duties under other names; and I see no particular | 


reason for changing the name and keeping the 
thing. The committee think it best to let the sutler 


| have a limited lien only, because they do not want | 
i 


| to encourage soldiers to deal with sutlers, or sut- 

lers to deal with soldiers, beyond the necessities 
of the soldier. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. Will the gentleman explain 





| attached. 


1145 


why it is that our soldiers must be restricted to 
dealing with sutlers? 

Mr. DUNN. That is a question that needs 
scarcely to be answered, If you were to permit eit- 
izens generally to go within the lines everywhere 
and to trade with the soldier, you would, after a 
while, have more traders than soldiers. You 
would have your soldiers surrounded by men try- 
ing to cheat them out of their last cent. It is for 
the convenience of the soldier that there shall be 
sutlers in the Army. Under the provisions of 
the bill the sutler is bound to keep certain speci- 
fied articles, the list of which is to be furnished 
by the inspectors general, and these articles are to 
be sold at a price fixed by certain officers of the 
brigade. The prices will, of course, have to vary 
somewhat, according to circumstances and the 
location ef the troops. ‘The prices being fixed, 
the next thing is, to what extent the sutler is to 
havealien. If he have an unlimited len it will 
be his interest to induce the soldier to buy to the 
full amount of his pay, whether the articles are 
necessary or not. If the lien be only to a limited 
amount, the interest of the sutler expires when 
the extent of the lien is reached. SoldierS*#ome- 
times lose their money. Sometimes they send it 
to their families. Sometimes they gamble itaway. 
What then? Will you leave a man without the 
means to buy his tobacco or cigars?) We al] know 
how men accustomed to these things prize them; 
but men in the field, more than any other, feel the 
want of these little comforts. Idonot think that 
the soldier can be harmed under the amendment 
reported from the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. Ifthe soldier is so improv- 
ident as he is described to be by the gentleman 
from Indiana, and runs debts up to one sixth of 
his pay in the space of five days, what is he todo 
for the rest of the month? 

Mr. DUNN. In the first place, I set a limita- 
tion to the remark that I made about gambling in 
the camps. | know that that vice exists to alim- 
ited degree. Still, it does exist to some degree. 
The gentleman wants to know what the soldier 
is to do after he reaches the limit of the sutler’s 
lien? Why, he will do just as well as he would 
if the sutler had no lien at all. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. CAMPBELL] seems to be of the 
opinion that the sutler can come to the pay table 
and draw the whole of the soldier’s pay, if he have 
sold to that amount. Such is not my understand- 


ing. Limit the lich to $2 16, and if the officer in 


command forces the soldier to pay more than that, 
he renders himself liable to a trial by court-mar- 
tial, and to be dismissed from the service. ‘Thi 
gentleman wants to know why we should not as 
well give alien on the soldier’s pay to the dealers 
on the cross roads, to those outside of the camp. 
Why, sir, the sutler system is established for the 
very reason that you have the sutler under mili- 
tary authority. If he sells articles to the soldier in 
violation of the law he can be punished; but what 
punishment can you inflict on the man who sells 
articles at the cross roads? 

Now, if sutlers have sold raisins, almonds, and 
other unfit articles to the soldiers, the fault is not 
so much with the sutlers, as itis with the officer in 
command of the regiment to which the sutler is 
He, not the sutler, is the responsible 


party. ‘This bill, however, provides a board to 


| determine not only what articles the sutler may 


sell, but also at what prices they shall be sold. 

Now, I| desire to say one thing in reply to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. It is this: the 
legislation that might be adapted to regiments ly- 
ing beside a city like Washington is not adapted 
to regiments that are pushed into Tennessee or 
Virginia. In the latter case the soldier has to rel 
on the sutler for the supply of those little articles 
that are necessary for his comfort. If the sutler 
does not supply them, the soldier has to do with- 
out them. 

Now, one single word in regard to these sut- 
lers. The utmost that a sutler is entitled to sell 
to a regiment is $2,160 worth of goods per month. 
All thie stories that we have heard about the enor- 
mous profits of a sutler are absurd. If the com- 
manding officer does his duty, the sutler can make 
no such profits. I have had some little ex perience 
about this matter. If the sutler system were 
abolished, and our Army were pushed forward, 
the suldier could notsupply himself for $2 50 with 
the articles which he could get from the sutler for 
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He will be left at the mercy of every | has no excuse whatever when the article he wants || t© an amount exceeding one fourth of his pay for artic 


i. . . . j les 
trader as he goes along. The sutler is under the || is at his command at a fair price, to ask leave of || sold during any month. 

control of military authority, and he cannot, if || absence from the camp. || Mr. Speaker, the difference between that and 
the officers do their duty, make larger profits than Now, sir, the amendment which it strikes me | the pending amendment is this: the 


ame . 
those to be allowed under the bill, at the prices to || will perfect the sixth section of the bill is as fol- || provides that the sutler shall have a “esr way 
be fixed by the board. I know that if L were in |) lows: in the seventh line, after the word “ pres- || tent of one sixth of the pay of an officer or sold . 
the Army Lshould want a litde plug of tobacco || ents,’’ I would insert the words * nor to be inter- || and my amendment provides that a sutler shall 
every day. You regulate the price, and I may go |! ested in any way in the stock, trade, or business || have no legal claim if he sells to the extent of mor, 


J d > . . ° nore 
to the sutler and buy it. But if I have got no'sut- || of any sutler,” and then, in the eighth line, after || than one fourth of the pay—that he shall have 


ler; 


sae! ; : yaa no 
ler, | should have, perhaps, toabandon my duties |/ the word “ presents,’’ I would insert the words || legal claim whatever. The limit of my amend. 
in camp, if | could obtain permission, and go in || ‘or being thus interested;’’ so that the section, || ment is one fourth of his monthly wages. 

quest of tobaceo, without which I could not think, || as I propose to amend, in addition to the amend- || Mr. RICHARDSON. There is no objection 
flaughter,} and could not act very well. | ment of the Committee on Military Affairs, would || to that. 


Now, there are a dozen little things without |! read: 
which the soldiers cannot get along in the field. 
You must not measure the usefulness of this sut- | 
ler by your experience round about this city. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I ask the gentleman from 
Missouri to yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I will yield to the 
centleman, 

Mr. JOHNSON. I desire to say a few words 
in reference to this subject; and before | take my 
seat | shall suggestan amendment, which seems to 
me to be desirable, to the sixth section of the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, | have given to this subject some 
consideration and some deliberation, and I have 
come to the conclusion that the only good method 
by which our soldiers may be supplied with those 
little Juxuries necessary for them is through the 
medium of sutlers. If there be abuses connected 
with the practices of sutlers, [ think we can rem- 
edy those abuses. Now, sir, | am in favor of 
riving to our soldiers all those little luxuries, so 
called—all those litthe outside matters that have 
been referred to—so far as is consistent with their 
health and discipline. 

There are three methods which have been sug- 
rested of supplying them; one is to allow the pub- 
lic to hawk and peddle about the camps. That 
isan objectionable method, because it may dis- 
close the position of our forces in the face of the 
enemy. And it would be difficultin many instances 
perhaps to know the character of those hawking 
and peddling about the camps. Besides that, I 
think there is more liability to imposition upon 
the soldier by that class of persons than by some 
person who ts regularly established in the camp. 
lt would certainly be very well if soldiers could 
be permitted to come into town and buy in the mar- 
ket their supplies, where the citizens buy theirs. 
But it must be remembered that they cannot leave 
their camps for that purpose,and it is to be hoped 
that they will not always be as near these markets 
as this army of the Potomac now is. 

These objections, together with those already 
stated, seem to me to be formidable against allow- 
ing the public generally to hawk and peddle about 
the camps. 

Another method is that suggested by the gen- 
tleman from Llinois, [Mr. Lovesoy,] to have the 
quartermasters furnish these articles. Now, sir, 
the difficulty | see in the way of the adoption of | 
that method, as has already been stated, is that 
the kind of articles intended to be supplied by sut- | 
lers are not those in general use among them. For 
instance, one soldier may smoke, another may | 
chew, and a third may do neither. The quarter- 
master only furnishes those articles in general use | 
which are matters of necessity, which every sol- 
dier must have. It occurs to me, too, that if the 
quartermasters were to set about furnishing these 
articles, we would soon hear complaints coming 
to this House that those who did not use the ar- 
ticles would be charged with them in the quarter- 
masters’ bills. That method, then, seems to be 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I have no objection 
to it. Iam willing to make the limit one sixth 
of the pay ofan officer or soldier. I hope that the 
amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
will be adopted by the House. [ would accent 
it as a modification of my amendment, if the 
amendment were my own measure, and not that 
| of the Committee on Military Affairs. I am satis. 
fied—and every word uttered upon this floor has 
gone still further to satisfy me—that if we are to 
have sutlers they ought to be permitted to have a 
lien upon the pay of officers and soldiers, to a 
certain extent. 

The argument of the gentleman from Pennsy}- 
|| vania, [Mr. Campsext,] that the sutlers should 
not be allowed more privileges than any other 
traders or merchants, I do not think is a sound 
one. The theory upon which sutlers are provided 
for the Army 1s, that they will move with the 
Army to places where there may be no traders of 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That no person shall be 
permitted to act assutier unless appointed according to the 
provisions of this act; nor shall any person be sutler for more 
| than one regiment; nor shall any sutier farm out or under- 
| let the business of sutling or the privileges granted to him 
by his appointment; nor shall any officer of the Army re- 
ceive from any sutler any money or other presents; nor to 
be interested in any way in the stock, trade, or business or 
any sutler; and any officer receiving such presents or being 
thus interested, directly or indirectly, shall be punished at 
the discretion of a court-martial. No sutler shall sell toan 
enlisted man on credit to a sum exceeding one fourth of his 
monthly pay within the same month; nor shall the regi- 
mental quartermasters allow the use of army wagons for 
sutlers’? purposes; nor shall the quartermasters’ convey- 
ances be @sed for the transportation of sutlers’ supplies. 





So far as my information has gone, the great 
difficulty in administering the office of sutler with | 
justice to the soldier has grown out of the fact | 
that the sutlers have overreached the lien which | 
they were allowed to have on the soldier by the 
law. The officers of the regiments, too, it is said, | ind 4 
are in some instances interested with the sutler in || 2"Y Kind to supply the wants of the soldiers. In 
the profits of the business. 1 do not know whether that regard the sutlers are necessary to the Army, 
|| itis a fact or not; but I can readily conceive that | and the benefit and comfort of the soldiers. To 
it would not require a very sharp colonel to make | ce a eae at the ae roads soldiers 
that interest with the sutler. Consequently, if a a. apart mage camp, ort - peers will 
there is any injustice on the part of the sutler sf de i oa hth Seiaines a th mn PUrpose 
practiced upon the soldier, if he undertakes to || ° id be ce kis rt 4 elags edi. _ id * there 
take more pay than he has a lien for, or under- | Caan . b — he a h the ‘oldi ene 
takes to seize upon the money of the soldier, the || WOU" BOS TP OES MRSS Waere Tee Soraicra were 
soldier is without redress. He has no friend to || Petmitted togo out of camp whenever they pleased, 
| appeal to if the officers are interested with the || ©" the traders were permitted to go into it when- 

tailor | discipline pleased. It would destroy all proper 

Now, to prevent anything of that kind, I think | ‘ : re 
these oa which I have suggested, if inserted | i reed cee his pri we 
in the bill, would sufficiently guard it. If we can || *"¢ !xed by a board, and fixed for the pore 
insure that the officers shall have no interest with || f cee the ee The eg ent 
the sutler, the soldier can appeal to them for jus- ie mony peeee a r HL = = sat 
tice, knowing that they have no interest but what | the soldi any wil hin atall. re may vit se $i 
is right. It will inspire confidence on the part or || ‘M¢ Soldier, or sell him to any extent, without any 
the soldiers in their officers in thisregard. Butif, || POW® of aeeeeeee "es the Pe ot the yen 
notwithstanding the remedy which I propose, the Dee ee ee, ee Pre eee many Set artl- 
officer still makes himself interested with the sut- a re are good, or articles that a. oar. — 
| ler, punishment is provided by the last clause ot || +¢ Sutiers, on the contrary, can only se | certain 

due. tenting: | articles, and at certain prices. Those consider- 

I will not offer the amendment at this time my- || *0S are sufficient, to my mind, why there ought 
self. [ merely suggest it to the chairman of the || t° be a discrimination made between a sutler and 
Committee on Military Affairs, and, if it meets || 2 Common a: on eee 4 = 
his approbation, at the proper time I will offer it. | daar: or nid ete to Coma In Ww + diacinline. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The amendment the || P'S*8*» and at the erie ence Pens: 
gentleman proposes is not now in order, as we || 5 call the areas “ pene popliteal 

have not yet reached that section of the bill. If it || S¥°V¥8m@ = is oe our Army as out to ner 
were, I should have no objection to his offering it. || T@t¢ Into. the southern country, and as our ‘Army 

Mr. JOHNSON. Then I give notice that at | advances the sutlers will have to advance with it. 

the proper time I will offer it. How much would the soldiers have to pay for the 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. As this isa radical articles they wanted if there were no sutlers? 
change in the bill which the Committee on Military ad much om e ears to pay oe pre 
Affairs have recommended, and the only radical || 0f cotton in Ric eal ‘ls ey vidier - ald Lave 
change they have recommended in the Senate bill, || 8°88!0" of that Gee, = ey Oe Tf a =. 
I hope the House will not vote upon it upon the || © Pay twenty-lve cents a spool for sera a 
idea that there is to be no sutler at all in the vol- || ™uch would chee ys to buy a clothes on Sap 
unteer service. I should like the House to perfect i three oe ae ers * oe ape a 
this bill as far as possible before the question is sae Stee tas * shale foe yl age eam 
ae taken upon the substitute of the gentleman from with the Army have a price fixed upon every ¢ 
impracticable, and leaves the only other method 

















| only Ohio, [Mr. Buage.] If we are to have sutlers, ticle, and the soldiers can procure whatever they 
which has been propgsed, which is the appoint- || thon I know that the gentleman from Ohio is as 
ment of suders.and regulating them under the law desirous as any of hy BH the system shall be 
om 2 can, as to — ee . properly regulated. Let us first perfect this bill, 
iNoW, If may be very eas or us to 8a : : 
that hendbiiede can do ehlcak those tiie! that eae Pye me wan a nestor alte 9, Seta eernes 
there is no necessity for these little extras; but || are a ee oe 1 a tok ee ae 
we must deal with our soldiers as they are; com- || oe A eames of th ae > hove Leon 
ing from the various portions of the country, they || up Sh nwt eon pertinent to the question before 


had habits forme . 7" : eden 
adi habits formed before entering the service,and || ys. | want the House to vote on each amendment 
they are not, perhaps, the kind of men who are 


iyi on its merits. 
willing to change them at once. There are many {| Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. I suggest 
little articles of necessi i i Pe eS : ; : 

(ue articles of necessity and convenience which, || ., my friend, the chairman of the Committee on 
if the soldier can have administered to him from } Military Affairs, whether he will not adopt the 
time to time as he wants them, renders his posi- || following ciation « 
tion more comfortable, his service more agreeable, | ae 


i 
: . | Insert in section four: 
and renders him contented in the ee There | And provided further, That the sutler shall.have no'legal 
is less inducement for him to leave it. In fact, he |! claim upon any officer, non-commissioned officer or private, 





want ata very small price compared with the enor- 
mous charges made in the seceded States where it 
is expected our Army will soon penetrate. Sol- 
diers, by having sutlers, can procure greater com- 
forts at more reasonable rates. If you do not have 
sutlers, there are a great many things which the 
soldier cannot getat all without paying enormous 
prices for them. We should, therefore, legislate 
upon the theory that our Army is going to move 
into the South and upon the forces of the rebels. 
We ought not to legislate upon the theory that the 
|| Army is not going to move, whether correct or 


not. We should endeavor, as far as possible, if 


our Army should penetrate into the interior of the 
rebellious States, as our Army in the West has 
done, to legislate to give our soldiers all the neces- 
sary comforts at reasonable rates. 
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i know, Mr. Speaker, that the gentlemen who | 


< differently from me on this subject are as | 


cerely disposed to do all they can for the ben- | 


of the soldier as lam. It is an honest differ- 
uceof opinion between us. [call upon the House, 
herefore, to act upon these amendments as if there 
were to be no change of system, and sutlers were 
to remain in the Army forever. When the amend- 
ments of the committee have been disposed of, 
then the House can decide between the pending 
proposition and the substitute of the gentleman 
from Ohio, {Mr. 3LAKE. | 
if we leave out this amendment, and accept the 
nrovisions of the Senate bill, | am satisfied that it 
will not conduce to the benefit of the soldier. The 
amendment of the Committee on Military Affairs 
will do justice to both parties. Iam convinced 
that to make the pay of 
way to induce the board of officers to put down 
the price of articles to the lowest possible rate. 
To leave the sutler withouta lien upon the sol- 


the sutler certain Is the | 


“- 7 . * 
diers’ pay 18 to leave him open to make constant | 


appeals to the council of administration. He will 


say, ** you see what hazards we have to undergo. | 


We carry our goods into the-country of the en- 


emy, and if the Army is destroyed, then we lose | 


everything. } 
us, then they can go off without doing so. We 
cannot undertake such a hazardous business with- 
out a proportionate compensation.’? And such 
appeals, in justice and equity, cannot be denied. 
Even in our cities the hazards which naturally 
attach to the business of any of our merchants 
have to be taken into consideration in fixing the 
price of their goods. Soitiseverywhere. In my 
opinion, therefore, to pass the bill as it came from 


If the soldiers do not choose to pay | 


the Senate would be inevitably to increase the price | 


of all articles sold by the sutlers to the soldiers, 
and offer to the dishonest soldier a bonus not to 
pay atall. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
say upon this Bill. 
this question the opinion of military men upon 
this floor ought to have great weight with us; and 
when I hear those gentlemen say that sutlers are 
absolutely necessary for the Army, I am disposed 
to defer to their opinion, I was prejudiced on this 
question in this respect, and had about come to 
the conclusion that sutlers were unnecessary. | 
agreed, in part, with the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Buaxe] and with the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. CampBext,] that it would be bet- 
ter to do away with this office altogether in the 
Army. Still, sir, having listened to the remarks 


I have a single word to | 
It seems to me, sir, that upon | 


of the gentlemen who have had experience in this | 
matter, and who are acquainted inthe Army, who | 


are or have been officers of the Army, I believe 
now it is absolutely necessary for the comfort of 
the soldiers that this office should be continued. 


Now, sir, there are those of us here who have | 


a special interest in this matter. We have sons 


in our Army, and we feel that it is necessary for | 


us to do anything that we can do for their com- 
fort; and I suggest to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania whether, if he objects to the articles 
which he has named, it would not be better for 
him to move an amendment to strike from the list 
those unnecessary articles? 

Mr.CAMPBELL. I donot think that the list 
as presented to this House by the Senate con- 
tains any unnecessary articles. My objection is 
to giving the sutler a lien upon the wages of the 
soldier. 
in favor of the provision of the Senate and against 
the amendment proposed by the Committee on 
Military Affairs of this House. 


[Here the hammer fell, Mr. Buarr’s hour hav- | 


ing expired. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I supposed that the gen- 


tleman from Pennsylvania objected to the articles | 


As to the mat- | 
ter of lien, I concur with the gentleman from Mas- | 


that were enumerated in the list. 


sachusetts, [Mr.'T'nomas,] that if this bill is safély 
guarded in that respect, no difficulty will arise 
from the objection urged to it by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, and I think that it will be so 


That was the only point [ made. I am | 


with the amendment suggested by the gentleman | 


from Massachusetts. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that the 


amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts | 


is not pending, 

it was suggested. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Well, if that amendment 

shall be introduced and adopted, £ think the bill 


It was not in order at the time 
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| edness they may incur. 


will be sufficiently guarded to meet the objection 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. EDWARDS. 1 should not have known 
for the past fifteen minutes precisely what the 
question was before the House if | had not given 
some special attention toit. But, sir, l understand 
now that the question arising upon the amendment 
reported by the Committee on Military Affairs is 
simply whether Congress will give to the sutler a 
lien to the amount of one sixth of the pay of the 
soldier on the articles he may supply during the 
month. That is the single question presented by 
this amendment. 

Now, sir, as has been remarked by the gentle- 
man from Missouri, I think we should not pass 
upon that question with any reference to the ul- 
timate disposition of the main question whether 
we will have sutlers or not. I know that the term 
‘‘sutler’’? has become odious; | know that there 


| have been great abuses; | know that there isa 
| feeling abroad very extensively in the country, 


that this office ought to be abolished; but, sir, it 


| is always dangerous to legislate upon prejudice, 


and it is necessary to investigate the facts before 
we yield to prejudice. 

Now, sir, | am satisfied, not only from the re- 
marks of the gentleman from Missouri, but from 
my own reflections, that sutlersare an important 
attachment to the Army; but they ought to be 
regulated with such strictness as to guard against 
This bill undertakes to regulate them. 
It changes the mode of their appointment, and 
undertakes to guard against abuses, and secure 


| a proper person to discharge the duties of the 


office. In the next place, it provides that there 
shall be a tribunal who shall say what shall be 
sold and what shall not be sold, and the prices at 
which sales shall be made, by the person thus 


appointed, call him sutler or what you will, to the | 


soldiers. Then, the only question that remains 
is, whether, having thus selected the sutler, and 
limited him in what he shall sell, you will pro- 
vide that he shall have any lien on the wages of 
the soldiers for anything which he supplies to 
them. Now, it seems to me that it is for the ben- 
efit of the soldiers,as well as of the sutler, that 
there shall be a limited lien towards the indebt- 
It is for the benefit of 


| the soldier to have some limited supplies, and he 


must necessarily look to the sutler for them, and 


| under these restrictions he will be safe in receiv- 





ing them; and if the prices are fixed, it will be for 
the benefit of both parties that this limited credit 
should be «extended. 

Without going into any comparison between 
the condition of the sutler and other classes of the 
community who furnish supplies, it is enough 
that the office of sutler is necessary to the service; 
and having guarded it as we propose to do, that 
we should allow a limited lien to the sutler to the 
extent proposed by the Committee on Military 
Affairs, seems to me to be only reasonable. Nor 
do I see any objection to the proposition of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Tuomas,] 
for it would seem to be just as reasonable that you 


should limit the extent to which the sutler shall | 


give the soldier credit for the purpose of securing 
the earnings of the soldier, as to limit the extent 
to which the sutler shal] have a lien for the sup- 
plies furnished to the soldier. I shall, therefore, 
if I have an opportunity, vote both for the amend- 
ment suggested by the gentleman from Massachu- 


setts and for theamendment proposed by the Com- | 


mittee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. WHITE, of Indiana. This question is 


like all others where we have to deal with what | 


constitutes, at the same time, a great necessity and 
agreatevil. Itis very difficult to protect the young 
and inexperienced soldier in our Army against the 
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| House at the time it was voted upon, 


L147 
before the House, I am inclined to favor it, and I 
do it mainly forthisreason: I know that some regi- 
ments have now been in the field for five months 
without receiving any pay, and that many of those 
comprising them are poor men, men who have no 
money,and are not able to raise means to provide 
themselves with necessaries which they must 
have,and who must, therefore, necessarily antici- 
pate their pay with the sutlers for these necessaries, 


| Now, you propose here to restrict the sutlers to 


one sixth of the pay, and you will not allow the 
soldier to make a credit of more than one fourth 
his pay. You give the sutlera positive lien upon 
one sixth of the soldier’s pay. 1 think that is 
right, and for this reason, that the poor man can- 
not get along without this credit. If he does not 
get it from the sutler, the young men in the ser- 
vice who have means will be compelled to loan 
to those who have not; for they will have these 
things whether you give the sutler a lien on their 
pay and allow him to give credit or not; and if they 
cannot get credit from the sutler they will get it 
from the more liberal and generous of their fellow 
soldiers, who will remain in the end entirely un- 
compensated. Ithink, therefore, that the provis- 
ion which the Committee on Military Affairs pro- 
pose to introduce into this section will protect the 
more generous portion of our soldiers in camp 
from their improvidentassociates, who would bor- 
row from them if they could not get credit from 
the sutler. 

Now, I regard more than all other features of 
this bill the very clause that we have rejected—1 
mean the restrictive list. [I hope thatin some form 
or other the Committee on Military Affairs will 
be induced to reconsider that point, or that the 
House will do so under its advice. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I will state to the 
gentleman from Indiana that I certainly have no 
objection to the vote being retaken on that clause, 
There seemed to be no interest taken in it by the 
The Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs was not particularly 
anxious that that clause should be either retained 
or rejected. But it was supposed that if the com- 
mission provided for in the first section of this bill 
were appointed, the whole matter about making 
or altering the schedule ought to be left to that 
commission. It would be competent for it to de- 
cide what is proper to be sold by sutlers. Cer- 
tainly, if it is the sense of the House, or if any 
gentleman desires it, the vote can be taken on it 
again. I shall certainly not only consent to it, 
but shall be very glad of it. 

Mr. WHITE, of Indiana. Then I will move 
to reconsider the vote by which the clause recit- 
ing the list of articles to be sold by the sutlers 
was struck out. It will be observed, by looking 
at the clause, that the list is subject to such re- 
vision as, in the judgment of the board, the ne- 
cessities of the service may require. ‘This gives 


| the board a power over the list; but the very fact 


of the insertion of such a list in the bill will be a 
sufficient hint to the board that it is not to permit 
the introduction of contraband articles. 

The question was taken on the motion to recon- 
sider the vote by which the House struck out the 


| following clause of the bill: 


To wit: apples, dried apples, oranges, figs, lemons, but 
ter, cheese, milk, sirup, molasses, raisins, candles, crack 
ers, wallets, brooms, comforters, boots, pocket looking 
glasses, pins, gloves, leather, tin washbasins, shirt buttons, 


| horn and brass buttons, newspapers, books, tobacco, cigars, 


improvidence natural to his condition and to his | 


age, and at the same time to furnish him those 
comforts which we cannot furnish under the or- 
ganism of the Army. 


I am sorry that the schedule which the Senate || 


proposed, or some other suitable schedule, has not 
been retained in the bill. I have no confidence in 


the attention which will be given by the commis- 


sioned officers of the Army to the making out of 
thisschedule. I know that thearticle of dried nuts, 
which is not in this list in the Senate bill, will be 
one of the first to go into the camps, and they are 


pipes, matches, blacking, blacking brushes, clothes brushes, 
tooth brushes, hair brushes, coarse and fine combs, emery, 
crocus, pocket handkerchiefs, stationery, armor oil, sweet 
oil, rotten stone, razor strops, razors, shaving soap, soap, 
suspenders, scissors, shoestring’, needles, thread, Knives, 
pencils, and Bristol brick. 

The vote was reconsidered. 

The question recurred on the amendment re- 


ported by the Committee on Military Affairs, to 


| strike out the foregoing clause, and the amend- 


ment was rejected. 
Mr. WRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I have pre- 


sented several petitions, very numerously signed, 


| in favor of abolishing this system of Army sutlers, 


a great. injury to the soldiers with their concen- | 


trated oil. 


With regard to the particular amendment now 


The reason given on the face of these petitions 
was the extortions practiced by the sutlers upon 


| the soldiers. ‘That was the chief, and I presume 


| the only objection. 


It was not so much against 


| the existence of the office as it was-to correct the 


abuses that exist in it. Now, according to the 
terms of this bill, itis submitted to a military board 
in the first place, to say what articles these suticrs 
shall deal in; and in the next place a board of offi- 
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cers 1s to fix the prices of these articles. Now, 


What ¢ vy tion can there be to a bill of this kind, 
ruurde d with sO muc h care, first in re grard to the 
article to by sold, and econd, in rt vard to the 
prices to be charged? So far as my own obser- 
vation gor and | have made diligent inquiries 
-I am satisfied in my own mind 
t, a8 this bill is framed, it does away with all 
tions that have been made so far against 
the suler system. Asthe Army advances some- 
body is needed to supply the soldiers with a va- 
| essary articles, There is no reason 
why it hould not be within the power of the sol- 
diers to procure at reasonable charges such articles 
as are necessary forthem. Thisis so p urticularly 
with reference to the regimental sutlers. If you 
pense with that post, you putitout ofthe power 
tthe meh in the regiment to procure what they 
need, for you will find no peddler that willassume 


nto th ulbject 


riety of ne 


risk of accompanying a single regiment with 
supplies for it. He might follow a brigade, but 
ull there would be uncertainty in the matter. 
Under this bill, the Inspector General is to furnish 
the list of articles which the sutler may sell, and 
the officers of the brigade or regiment are to fix 
the prices. ‘This will put it out of the power of 
tin itler to practice extortion on the soldiers. I 


think that the provisions of the bill are good, that 


the bill is well guarded, and that it ought to meet 
with the favorable consideration of the Elouse. 
‘There is, however, one thing in the bill which 
I should like to see changed. There is, in the 
cond section, a clause providing that the board 
of officers shall consist of the acting colonel, licu- 
tenant colonel, major, and two senior captains of 


the regiment, With the approbation of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs, I will 
move to strike out the words **two senior.” 


The question was taken on the fourth amend- 


mente 
i 


urs, to strike out the following words in the 
ih section: ** 


officers and soldiers of the regiment only for which 


as follows: 


Be allowed a lien only upon the pay of the officers, 


non commissioned Officers, and privates of the regiment for 
which he has been chosen, or those stationed atthe post to 
wineh he bas been appointed, and for no greater sum than 
one sixth of the monthly pay of each officer, non-commis 

wed officer or private for articles sold during each month ; 
tod the amount of one sixth or less than one sixth of the 


pay of such officer, non-commissioned officer or private, so 
sold to bim by the sutier, shall be charged on the pay-rolls 
of uch otheer, nou-commissioned offeer or private, and 
deducted from his pay, and paid over by the paymaster to 
the sutier of the regiment or military post, as the case may 
be: Prowided, however, That sutlers shall be allowed to sell 
only. 


So that the section will read: 

See. 4. .and be it further enacted, That the sutlers chos 
eninthe manner provided in the preceding section shall 
be allowed « lien, &e.: Provided, however, That sutiers 

hall be allowed to sell only the articles designated in the 
list or schedule provided in this act, and none others, and 


at priees not exceeding those affixed to said articles, as 
herein prov ided. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The question was next taken on the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
| Mr. ‘Tuomas,] to insert the following proviso: 

“ind provided further, That the sutlershall have no legal 
claim onany ofheer, non-commissioned officer, or private, 


to an amount exceeding one fourth of his pay, for articles 
sold during any month. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The question was next taken on the fifth amend- 
ment, reported from the Committee on Military 
Aifuirs: 

Section six,strike out ** dismissed from the service,’ and 
insertin Liew thereot, * punished atthe discretion of a court- 
martial 3"? so that the section will read: 

Sec. 6. .@nad be it further enacted, That no person shall 
be permitted to act as sutler unless appointed according to 
the provisions of this act; nor shall any person be sutier 
lor more than One regiment; nor shall any sutier farm out 
or underlet the business of sutling or the privileges granted 


mirted by the Committee on Military Af- | 


The question was next taken on the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Jounson; and itwasagreed 
to. 


Seventh amendment: 


Strike out ** at his pleasure, or upon conviction thereof 
by a court-martial, be dismissed from the service, and be in- 
eligible toa reappointment, and shall forfeit all goods, chat- 
tels, and effects found within the lines of the Army at the 
time of such violation, one half to the use of the United 
States, and the other half to the use of the person or per- | 
sons who shall furnish such evidence as shall lead to a con- 
viction for any such violation,” and insert in lieu thereof, 
‘with consent of the council of administration be dismissed 
from the service ;”’ so that the section will read: | 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That any sutler who 
shall violate any of the provisions of this act shall, by the 
colonel, with consent of the council of administration, be | 
dismissed from the service. 


| 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. WRIGHT. I move to amend, in the sec- 
ond section, by striking out the words ‘* two sen- 
ior,’ so that the board of officers shall consist of 
the acting colonel, lieutenant colonel, major, and 
captains, j 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. ALDRICH. 


additional section: 


1 move the following as an 


Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That any regiment of | 
volunteers in the service of the United States shall have 
the power and the privilege of dispensing with the service | 
of a sutiler, whenever a majority of said regiment may so 
desire, by petitioning the commanding officer thereof. 


Mr. WHITE, of Indiana. I would suggest that 
that amendment would conflict with the first sec- 
tion of the bill which appoints these sutlers as 


| brigade officers, and only allows regiments that are 


each be authorized to sell to the | 


© has been chose n,’* and to insertin lieu the reof, 








to him by his appointment ; norshall any officer ofthe Army | 


receive from any sutler any money or other presents; and | 


any offeer receiving such presents, directly or indirectly, 1] 


shall be puuished at the diseretion of a court-martial. 
‘The amendment was agreed to. 
Sixth amendment: | 


At the end of the sixth section, strike out the following 
words : — 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so con- | 
strued as to give sutlers alien upon any partof thesoldier’s | 
pay. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


| 


detached to have sutlers of theirown. Where regi- 
ments are brigaded, no single regiment can have 
the right of denying to the others the benefit of a 
sutler. Ifthe gentleman will make his amendment 
apply only to the case of detached regiments I will 
have no objection to it. 

Mr. ALDRICH. As Lunderstand it there is no 
brigade sutler provided for by this bill. Itseems 
to me it is no more than right to vive to any rele 
ment the privilege, if a majority desire it, of dis- 
pensing with the regimental sutler, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I am opposed to the 
amendment under consideration and I will very 


briefly state the reasons of my opposition. If 
| adopted, it will be an invitation to insubordination 


in every regiment in the service. The first duty 
ofevery soldier is to learn how to obey, and to per- | 
mit the soldiers of a regiment to dispense with one 

of the regulations of the service by a majority vote | 
could not but have a most pernicious influence on | 
the discipline of a regiment. 

Mr. ALDRICH. It is not proposed that an | 
election shall be held; it is merely proposed that | 
by petition to the commanding officer the major- 
ity of the regiment may, if they desire, dispense 
with their sutler. 

Mr.RICHARDSON. Thatis holding an elee- 
tion to all intents and purposes. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. If the gentleman 
from Illinois will allow me for a moment, I desire | 
to make a suggestion upon the subject of this 
amendment. Nobody, as the law now is, or as 
it is proposed to make it by this bill, is compelled | 
to purchase of the sutler if he desires to dispense 
with his services. Ifany soldicr wishes to relieve | 
himself of the services of the sutler, he can accom- | 
plish his purpose by abstaining from making any 
purchasesofhim. Ido not propose to permitany 
one regiment of the Army, by a majority vote, to | 
dispense with one of the regulations of the service. 
If we consider the sutler necessary to the military 
service, let us have him, and have himasa part of 
the service, and not leave any regiment to vote 
him out by a majority of the soldiers. 

Mr. RICHARDS N. Iwas coming to the 
very point the gentleman has mentioned. I de- 
sire, however, to say, in addition to the point made | 
by the gentleman from Missouri, that the perni- | 
cious effects of this amendment, if agreed to, will 
be felt upon every regiment in the service. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the bill as amended by the 
Committee on Military Affuirs, with the addi- 
tional amendment proposed by the gentleman | 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Tuomas,] and adopted | 
by the House, it does seem to me secures every 
possible right to the soldier that ought to be se- | 
cured in this connection. It is true, as the gen- | 
tleman from Missouri says, that no officer or sol- | 
dier is compelled to buy one dollar’s worth of | 
goods from the sutler, unless he sees fit to do so, | 
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“western regiment in the field find the sutler absc. 
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It is for the benefit of our soldiers in the field t] 
these sutlers were appointed, and not for the bey, ft 
of those lying around Washington, from whom, I 
fear, is derived a large portion of the informatio, 
upon which gentlemen who oppose the appoint. 
ment of sutlers are acting. 

| speak what I know when I say that every 
lutely indispensable to the comfort and conyenj- 
ence of the soldiers while they are prosecutine 
this war. I am willing, if gentlemen desire jr. 
that.you should dispense with the services of the 
sutler for this army as long as it continues to |), 
round Washington; but my word for it, as soon 
as they penetrate into the interior of Virginia, as 
1 hope they will in a few days, they will find ay 
absolute necessity for the presence and services 
of these much-abused sutlers. 1 am no more jy 
favor of them as a class than anybody else; but 
we must have them in some shape, and | want 
them where theemilitary authorities of the Goy- 
ernment can control them. If we are to hay, 
them at all in the Army I want them to be under 
Army regulations.. When you throw open your 
camps to everybody who chooses to come there 
to peddle to the soldiers, you will find the most 
disastrous consequences following—that the offi- 
cers will be utterly powerless to control. It seems 
to me that not without grave consideration shou!d 
you throw aside a system which the result of long 
military experience shows to be, with proper reg- 
ulations, the best that has been devised to meet 
the wants of the men in the military service of the 
country. 

Mr. ALDRICH. My intercourse with the 
Army in the field has not been very extensive, 


'| but so far as it has gone, I am convinced that a 


| majority of the non-commissioned officers and 


privates would be glad to see the abolition of sut- 
lerships altogether. They have written to me that 


| it would be better for them if Congress were to 


impose a tax upon them to the extent of ten per 


| cent. on their pay until the end of the war, and 





abolish the office of sutler, than it would to con- 
tinue the sutler and levy no tax atall. 1 think 
the amendment ought to be adopted. 

Mr. EDWARDS. The amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Minnesota is plausible on the face 
of it, and at the first view would seem to be en- 
titled to favor. It recognizes the right of each 
regiment to decide the matter for themselves. 
But, sir, where is the necessity for it? The gen- 
tleman proposes that if a majority of the regiment 
petition for it, if one more than half petition for 
it, the sutler shall thereupon, under this law, be 
dismissed. Where then are the rights and priv- 
ileges of the other forty-nine out of the one hun- 
dred who desire to have asutler, and do not there- 


fore choose to join in the petition? It is carrying . 


this matter of the elective franchise, this will of 


| the people, into an arena where it cannot be safely 


exercised, - 

Mr. ALDRICH. It is democratic. 

Mr. EDWARDS. It is democratic, I will ad- 
mit, and democratic principles are all right in their 
place. But there is another course which these 
fifty-one can pursue which will answer their pur- 
pose justas well and save the rights and privileges 
of the forty-nine; that is, by having no bargains 
with the sutler, by purchasing no goods from him. 
There is no inconvenience to them in it, and, there- 
fore, it would be wrong upon any ground to per- 
mit the fifty-one to deprive the forty-nine of their 
privileges. Let them reject the services of the 
sutler by keeping away from him, and allow 
those who wish his services to avail themselves 
of them. 

Mr. ALDRICH. With the consent of the 
House, I will modify my amendment so as to 
make it require the consent of two thirds:of the 
regiment, in the oy of a petition to the com- 
manding officer, to displace the sutler. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

The question then recurred on the motion of 
Mr. Brake to substitute for the whole bill the fol- 
lowing: 

That the office of suticrin the volunteer service of the 
Army of the United States Be, and the same is hereby, abol 
ished: Provided, That this act shall take effect and be in 
force from and after the Ist day of May next. 

Mr. BLAKE called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The substitute was disagreed to. . 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to a third 
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reading ail was accordingly read the third ume, 
and passe d. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

EMANCIPATION. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Iask the consent 


e House to introduce the following joint res- || 


owuoens 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States in Congress assembled, ‘That the United 
States ought to co)perate with any State which may adopt 
gradual abolishment of slavery, giving to such State pecu- 
‘iarv aid, to be used by such State in its discretion, to 
ate for the inconveniences, public and private, pro- 
uch change of system. 





coumpel 


duced by : 


Mr. WooD. ] object. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. 
nend the rules. 
ommended by the President. 
and nays -~ n my motion, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The oe stion was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 86, nays 35; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Arnold, Ashley, Babbitt, Baker, 
Baxter, Beaman, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Samuel 8. 
Blair, Blake, William G. Brown, Butfinton, Campbell, 
Chan in, Clark, Colfax, Frederiek A. Conkling, Roscoe 
Conkling, Conway, Covode, Davis, Diven, Duell, Dunn, 
Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, English, Fessenden, Fisher, 
Pranehot, Prank, Goodwin, Granger, Gurley, Hanchett, 
Harrison, Looper, Hutchins, Julian, Kelley, Francis W. 
Kellogg, William Kellogg, Lansing, Lehman, Loomis, 
Lovejoy, MeKnight, McPherson, Mitchell, Moorhead, 
Ansou P. Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, Nixon, Olin, Timothy 
G. Phelps, Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, Alexander H. Riee, John 
H. Rice, Riddle, Edward H. Rollins, Sargent, Sedgwick, 
Shanks, Sheffield, Sherman, Sloan, Stevens, Stratton, 
Benjamin F. Thomas, Trowbridge, Van Valkenburgh, Ver- 
ree, Wallace, Charles W. Walson, E. P. Walton, Wheeler, 
Whaley, Aibert 8. White, Wilson, Windom, and Worces- 


SH 


I move to sus- 


I call for the yeas 








ter— 

NAYS—Messr¢. Ancona, J 
H. Browne, Calvert, Cobl 
Crittenden, H 
Mailory, May, Morris, Noble, Norton, Pendleton, Price, 
Richardson, Robinsou, Shiel, Smith, Johu B. Steele, Fran 
cis ‘Thomas, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Chilton A. White, 
Wood, Woodruff, and Wright—35. 

So the rules were suspended, (two thirds having 
voted there for.) 

oe the call of the roll, 

CRISFIELD stated that Mr. Wesster 
had gee n called home to his family. 

Mr CRAVENS stated that Mr. Houtman was 
absent from the city on business connected with 
the committee on Government contracts. 

The joint resolution was thereupon introduced, 
and read a first and second time. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. This resolution 


oseph Baily, Biddle 


», Corning, Cravens, Crisfield, 


ted States, as sent here with the message in which | 


he recommends its passage, It relates to a sub- 


ject in regard to which almost eve ry member, if |) 


not every one, has made up his mind; and those 
who have not made up their minds will not have 


| 


i} 


This is the exact resolution rec- | 


. George | 


il, Harding, Johnson, Knapp, Law, Leary, | 


their conclusions settled by any discussion which | 


may occur on this resolution. 


The message of | 


the President of the United States, on motion of | 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Stevens, ] 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and there every gentleman 
who votes now will have an opportunity of as- 
signing at full length the reasons for the vote he 
will give. 

Mr. GRIDER. I want to state to the gentle- 
man from New York and the House that so far 
as | am concerned, he misapprehends my posi- 
tion, and possibly the position of others. I have 
not given the President’s message full considera- 
tion, and I have come to no setued conclusion as 
to what is my duty, whether I ought to vote for 
or vote against its recommendations. I may be 
permitted to say, therefore, that in my opinion it 

was pre mature to bring in ‘the pending proposi- 
tion this morning. Nor is there any necessity 
for the resolution at all, because the message of 
the President, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union—— 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I do not yield 
any further. 

Mr. GRIDER. 
tence. I say that there was no necessity for this 
resolution being brought before the House this 
morning, because the President’s message on the | 


| 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| from Illinois will excuse me now. 


tion to the Committee of thes W hole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. CRISFIELD. 1 want to say a word. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I hope the gentleman 
from New York will yield to me. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING., Thope my friend 
I see halfa 
dozen members rising to get the floor, and as J 
have agreed to call the previous question, I can- 
not yield to one without yielding to all. 

Mr. DIVEN. 
yoint of order is this: that this resolution, having 
am already referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, itis not in order 
for the gentleman to submit it to the House in 
this way. I hold that it is not in order to con- 
sider a matter in the House which is already 
pending in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. ¢ 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is mistaken 
in his facts; this resclution has never been re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. CRISFIELD. 
let me say a word. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. 


Lhope the gentleman will 


to the gentleman. 


| us vote down the 


Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. Then let 
call for the previous question. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Does not the resolution 
lie over, because it gives rise to debate? 
The SPEAKER. 
pended to let the resolution in—that rule with the 
others. 


I rise to a point of order. My | 


I cannot yield | 


The rules have been sus- 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I wantto occupy 


the floor long enough to say that, as a personal 
matter, I would be delighted to yield to every 
gventlem aun but when I introduced this resolution 
I agreed to demand the previous question, 'There- 


| fore, although I might be happy under other eir- 


Permit me to finish the sen- || 


cumstances to yield to any gentleman who may 
desire to submit remarks, yet | am compelled 
now to demand the previous question on the pas- 
sage of the resolution. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. As I differ with my col- 
league [Mr. Griper] in what he has said, | ask 
the gentleman to withdraw the demand for the 
previous question. 
against the resolution. My mind is made up. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. 
draw the demand. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. 
against the resolution. 

Mr. NOBLE. 
me a question. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

The House divided on seconding the call for the 


I am ready to vote 


L ask the gentleman to answer 


38. 
Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING demanded tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Binguam 
and CrisFieLp were appointed. 
The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 61, noes 68. 


So the House refused to second the demand for | 


the previous question. 

Mr. RICHARDSON obtained the floor. 

Mr. MALLORY. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Iilinois, I will say that this to me, 
and others situated like me, is perhaps more em- 
barrassing than any other question. We were 
most anxious that action should not be pressed 
upon it this morning. We were anxious, because 
we had intended to deliberate upon this matter 
maturely and calmly before we came to any con- 
clusion onit. I, for one, am thankful to the House 
for the consideration of our feelings, which was 
manifested on the part of the majority. If the 
gentleman from Illinois will allow me, | will move 
that this subject be made a special orde sr for next 
Monday. | do that out of respect for the majority 
which this morning refused to let the resolution 
be pressed through under the previous question, 
By that time we will have considered the subject, 
and be prepared to act on it. Does the gentleman 
from Illinois yield for that purpose? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 desire to make a re- 
mark or two,and then | will make the motion for 
the postponement of the subject to some more dis- 
tant day. 

Mr. Speaker, | confess I was struck with as- 
tonishment this morning, when the gentleman 
from New York introduced this resolution, and 


subject “has already been referred for considera- | proposed to put il on its passage under the opera- 


1 decline to with- | 


4 || previous question; and there were—ayes 56, noes | 
> ] - , ° ¥ Dn : , 2 } ~ 
is in the exact words of the President of the Uni- | 


THE CON (GRESSION AL GLOBE. 


| colonized, | saw a light break in upon us, 
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It is a subject 


tion of the previous question. 
worthy of the closest scrutiny. lt is a resoluti 
which commits us to a policy about which off 
people may not have considered. It embraces in 
its range the gravest considerations which can 
attract the attention of the American Congress. | 
intended, when | obtained the floor on another 
subject, to make some observations on the ques- 
tion embraced in the recent message of the Presi- 
dent. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Ros- 
core ConkKLING] says that we ought to have our 
minds made up on the subject of this resolution. 
Why , sir ’ there is no subje ct which will engage 
the attention of this Congress of more magnitude. 

I venture to say that not one half of the members 
on this side of the House have had time to con- 
sider it. We have had no time to communicate 
with our people. 

But | am prepared to say one thing in regard to 
that message of the Pre sident. So far as it recom- 
mends the doctrine of the rights of the States— 
understand when I say the rights of the States, I 
mean exactly what | say, for under our form of 
Government there are State rights, but there is 
no State sovereignty—so far as that document rec- 
ognizes the sights of the States in this matter | 
recognize its force. 
that character; I object to it upon another ground 
altogether. I do not believe my people are pre- 
pared, | know that they are not prepared, to enter 
upon this proposed work of purchasing the slaves 


of other people and turning them loose in our 
midst. 1 have long entertained the idea that this 


class of negroes in our country are incapable of 
becoming the repository of freedom or govern- 
ment. When the Presidentin his annual message 
declared that he was in favor of selecting a place 
outside our limits where they could be taken and 
Then 
I thought there was a way by which we might 
get rid of that class of people as fast as possible. 
But that is not now before us. 

In reference to another point embraced in that 
message, | have but a single word to offer, With- 


| mut the Constitution and the Union there is no 


Lam prepared now to vote || 


| the Constitution. 


liberty—no government—and whatever stands in 
the way of their preservation Ll am prepared to 
strike down or to yield up. Whatever stands in 
the way of our Governmentand its integrity must 
be destroyed, But I do not propose to go beyond 
L know that the lives of our 
citizens have been sacrificed, and are being sacri- 
ficed, in order to maintain the supremacy of the 
law and the integrity of the Constitution. I do 
not know why a single article of property should 
be singled out and made an exception. 

But, sir, | am satisfied that gentlemen are not 
prepared to vote upon this question to-day. I am 


|| satisfied that this is a mere movement on the part 


| upon us. 


of some gentlemen to gain a seeming advante ue 

I am satisfied that if they were acting in good 
faith, they would bring forward a bill to tax our 
own constituents before they forced this measure 
It isa subject which requires consider- 
ation; and I move, therefore, that it be postponed 
to this day week. 

Mr. BLNGHAM. I hope the motion to post- 
pone will not prevail. If gentlemen propose to 
entertain the proposition of the President, they 

can have but little, if any, difficulty in coming to 
a just conclusion upon it, as it involves no prin- 
ciple save the power of the Government of the 
United States to contribute in aid of the gradual 
abolition of slavery in any State which, of its own 
motion, may initiate that policy. That is all there 
is of the resolution. 
the House profess to have regard to the President’s 
wishes in this matter, and to be desirous of ac- 
cepting and adopting his recommendation. The 
President has seen fit to send this resolution to 
both Houses of Congress, and to accompany it 
with these significant words, which | commend 
to the consideration of gentlemen, if the Presi- 
dent’s opinions are to have weight with them in 
the disposition of this matter. After suggesting 
the passage of the resolution as it now stands, the 


| President uses these words: 


“If the proposition contained in the resolution does not 
meet the approv: i) of Congress and the ¢ ountry, there isthe 
end; but if it does voffmiand such approval, I deem it of 
importance that the States and people immediately inter 
ested should be at onee distinetly notified of the fact, su 
that they may begin to consider whether to accept or re- 
ject it.” 


The words of the President, to which I invite 


My objection to it is not of 


Gentlemen on both sides of 
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f tion of centlemen, are these: 

it he deems it woportant, if the resolution meets 
ipproval of Congress, that the people imme- 
diately tnterested should be at once distinetly nou- 
fied of the fact, so that they may begin to consider 
whether they will acceptor reject the proposition, 
The adoption of the resolauion imposes upon no 
ey tion to act in the premises, It in- 
ith no right of any State by intendment 


the particular atte 


toriere Nv 
or otherwise, 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Will the gentleman allow 
me to make an Inquiry of him? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I will, certainly. 

Vr. WICKLIFFE. The gentleman is learned 
in the Constitation of the United States. Will he 

ime under what clause of the Constitution he 


finds the power in Congress to appropriate the | 


isure of the United States to buy negroes, or 
to set them free? Is it under the head of * the 


neral welfare ?’’ 


Mr. BINGHAM. If the House will permit 


me, ! willanswer the gentleman. I supposed, Mr. | 


Sneaker, that that question was settled long ago 
by those who made the Constitution. I took oc- 
casion in January last, when | was discussing the 


question of the power of Congress tq provide for | 
the common defense, to remind the House—not | 


supposing that J was giving the House any new 
information, but to remind the House of the words 
of the father of the Constitution, uttered in the 
hearing of the 
tution was under consideration for adoption or re- 

ction, thatthe power conferred upon the national 
l.eoislature by the grant of the Constitution for 
the common defense, had no limitation upon it, 
express orimplied, save the public necessity, and 
that their laws should not conflict with the general 
mrit and purpose of the Constitution, viz: the 

otection of the lives, liberty, and property of its 
loyal If the gentleman will pardon me, 
| beg leave to remind him again of the words ot 
Madison, that 


“It is in vain to Oppose constitutional barriers to the im- 
cil preservation ae 


eruizens, 


pulse o It is Worse than in vain! 
And, says Hamilton: 
** Congr 
sitions of men and money.”? 
‘These words were uttered by James Madison 
ind his great peer, Alexander Hamilton; and the 
ople, with these words ringing in their ears, 


~s have an unlimited discretion to make requi- 


idopted the Constitution with that very construc- | 
tion upen it, and have acted upon it ever since. | 
They have authorized you to levy and collect | 


taxes without limit for the common defense. 
Now, sir, gentlemen seem to think that in time 
of war the 
limit and restrain the power of Congress to legis- 
late for the administration of civil justice, and 
the appropriation ef private property for public 


use through the instrumentality of courts, fetter | 


provisions of the Constitution, which | 


the power of this great people to provide by legis- 
lative enactment for the collection and appropria- | 


tion of revenue for the preservation of the nation, 
| tried to make myself understood when I was dis- 
cussing that proposition before; and I shall call 
the attention of the louse more particularly now 
to a Statute upon your statute-book, which ought 
to bring the blu#h of shame to the faces of gen- 
tleinen who sit quietly in their places and permit 
it to remain untouched without an attempt to 


repeal it, if these limitations to which they con- | 


‘tantly refer are to operate in time of war to the 
hinderance of the people and the people’s Repre- 
seutatives in legislating for the common defense, 
[he statate to which | refer is this: by the act of 
1806 it is expressly provided that any spy, not 
being a citizen of the United States, nor owing 
ullegiance to the Government of the United States, 
who shall be found lurking in our camps, or about 
the headquarters of our Army, shall, upon con- 
viction by a general court-martial, suffer death. 

Mr. HARDING. I rise to a question of order. 
1 submit whether this discussion is in order upon 
amotion to postpone, 

Mr. BINGHAM. lam sorry the gentleman 
did not make that question ibenkie when his col- 
league propounded the question to me. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point 
of order. The only question \efore the House is 
on the pt /priety of postponing. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
should remind the House that I showed no dis- 
position to enter into the discussion of this ques- 


li is due to myself that I | 


ion upon its general merits until challenged todo | 


so, and then I craved the indulgence of the House 
to answer the question put to me by the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, [Mr. Wick .irre;] but ifthe 
gentleman insists on his pointof order, of cours 
1 must desist. 

Mr. HARDING. I do insist upon it. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I return then to the line of 
argument which I was pursuing whei the venera- 
ble gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Wick.irre] 
interrupted me. .l was showing from the mes- 
sage of the President that this resolution ought 
not to be postponed. lask the House to weigh 
well his words. He says that if the resolution 
meets the approval of Congress, it is important 
that those immediately concerned should be at 
once, withoutdelay, distinetly notified of the fact, 
so that they may begin to consider whether to 
accept or reject the proposition. Ithink, sir, that 
there should be immediate ction upon this sub- 
ject. Ido not suppose that there is a member | 
upon this floor who needs time to make up his 
mind whether it is competent for Congress to 
make such a proffer—for it is simply a proffer— 
to the States of money in aid of a State act of 
emancipation, which would, in the judgment of 
the President, greatly contribute to the suppres- 
sion of the rebellion and the common defense of | 


| 


| the Union. 


listening nation when the Censti- || 


| this measure is to be pressed, and to become a 


| the people | represent against it. 


Mr. VOORHEES. I concur with the gentle- 
man from Ohio as to the propriety of considering | 
this resolution now; and I desire to say that if | 
the people that I have the honor to represent are 
to pay taxes, in addition to the burdens they at 
present labor under, for the purpose of buying the 
slaves of the South, it is best for them to know it 
at once, I shall vote against any postponement 
of this question. I, for one, as a member of this 
House, am fully prepared to act upon it now. If | 


part of the policy of the Government, I think itis 
right and proper that the people should know it | 
soon; that, while groaning under almost untold 
burdens, while trembling under the weight of tax- 
ation upon their shoulders, if this additional bur- | 
den is to come upon them they may prepare in 
season their sad and oppressed hearts and almost 
broken bodies to bear it. 

I will say one thing further: that if there is any | 
border slave State man here who is in doubt | 
whether he wants his State to sell its slaves to this | 
Government or not, L represent a people that is in 
no doubt as to whether they want to become the 
purchasers. Ittakestwoto make a bargain; and 
I repudiate, once and forever, for the people whom 
I represent on this floor, any part or parcel in such 
acontract. Slavery, wherever it exists under the 
Constitution, I and my constituents will recog- | 
nize and respect in its legal rights; the slave trade, 
either domestic or foreign, we are opposed to, and 
it is no favorite of the Constitution. If emancipa- 
tion means taxation on the free States, now lavish- 
ing their all for the Union and the Constitution, 
and ever ready to do so, | am opposed to that 
cause; and I here take my stand in the name of 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
gentleman is discussing the merits of the propo- 
sition, 

Mr. VOORHEES. For these reasons, and for | 
others which I have not time to state here, | con- 
cur with the gentleman from Ohio in favor of the 
immediate consideration of this question. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I hope the House will con- | 
cur in it. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I do not think it is a ques- | 
tion about which there should be any delay. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The words used by the Pres- | 
ident that it is important, if this measure be acted 





on at all, that it be acted on at once, were used || 


| 
with great propriety. I desire to state further, | 
that a reason for prompt action on this resolution | 
is suggested to my mind by the remarks of the | 
gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Voornees.] The | 
special order for to-morrow or next day is the 

general tax bill, to which the gentleman from In- | 
diana referred. If we have to provide a fund for 

the abolition of slavery in any of the States, we | 
had better be notified of it before we pass upon | 
this tax.bill, that we may legislate accordingly. | 
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| have been heard. 


| cogent and sufficient for the request which | m 


| desire to debate it on its merits. 
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son] moved to postpone the consideration of thie 
subject, | wish to say in response to the sucvestioy 
of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Voorurr. 
and the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Brisenam) ¢\, 
I wish for no unnecessary delay in regard = thin 
matter. The reasons that operated on mi for ask- 
ing this delay are known to myself and colleacyes 
and many gentlemen around me think they ar. 


S 


L- 
Ae, 


I believe, however, that what we wish to accom. 
plish can be done in a shorter time than that jy- 
dicated by the motion of the gentleman from ]|j\- 
nois, and I suggest to him to change his motion 


| so as to make it Thursday next, instead of Mon. 
| day. By that time we will be ready toacty 


) ponit 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that the 


| tax bill is made the special order for Wednesday, 


and until disposed of. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
after that. 

Mr. MALLORY. I suppose that by general 
consent the tax bill ean be postponed and this 
subject taken up instead, 

Mr. BINGHAM. There is no objection to the 
gentleman amending his motion. 

Mr. MALLORY. I will not do it without the 
consent of the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I have no objection, 

Mr. MALLORY. Then I move that the syb- 
ject be postponed till Thursday next. 

Mr. BINGHAM. That motion suspends the 


Then it will come yp 


| action of the House on the tax bill for that day. 


Now, it is well known that the tax bill passed at 
the last session has been suspended from taking 


effect by the action of the two Houses at this 
session. 


Mr. MALLORY. The gentleman knows that 


it will take mach longer than Thursday to con- 


|| sider the tax bill. ‘ 


Mr. BINGHAM. I understand that very well; 
but | want the House to have all the time we can 
fitly appropriate to that particular measure. | 
want it to be considered and passed as soon as 
can be, because the Treasury of the United States 
is now in need of funds. The passage of the tax 
bill is necessary, as a war measure, to furnish the 
supplies for our Army, and to enable the Goy- 
ernment to carry on the war vigorously. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. 1 desire the postpone- 
ment of this question until Thursday next or any 
named day, for several reasons. As the subject 
has been introduced in the House, I desire to say 
that itis not because of any doubt on my own 
mind as to the course which I ought to take that 
1 desire this postponement. I would not have 


| said that much at this time, had not my colleague, 


{Mr. Griver,] for whom I have the greatest re- 
spect, intimated that his own mind had not come 
to any conclusion on the subject. The proceed- 
ings of this day will go out to the country, and | 
do not wish my position upon this question to be 
misunderstood foramoment. I beg, therefore, to 
protest, while I shall vote for the postponement, 
against being misunderstood. [ am not in favor 
of the resolution. I do not expect to change my 
mind through any postponement of the subject. 
If, however, the question be not postponed, | now 
I beseech. gen- 
tlemen not to force us to a vote until, at least, we 
In my humble judgment we 
ought to be heard, even though that may not affect 


| the vote, and I trust we will be heard before the 


Hence it seems that it is fit we should act upon |, 


it now, and before we come to the consideration || 


of the amount of taxes to be levied. 
Mr. MALLORY. As I suggested the tim® to 
which the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Ricwarp- 


vote is taken on the proposition. 

Mr. MALLORY. I wish it understood that 
when | made the remark in favor of the postpone- 
ment of the question that I did it because gentle- 
men of my owndelegation, including my colleague, 
{[Mr. Wapsworrtn,] and other gentlemen from 
other States, are engaged in consultation at this 
time as to what their course shall be on this sub- 
ject. I was not aware that my colleague had made 
up his mind. If he has, of course he does not en- 
gage in those deliberations. The reason why ! 
wanted postponement was that those gentlemen to 
whom [ have alluded should have the opportunity 
of consulting. We have agreed on the time and 
the manner of that consultation. I wish all this 
to go to the country as furnishing the reason why 
1 want a postponement of the subject for a few 


days. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. I am always open to 
conviction on any subject. No man needs instruc- 
tion more than I do. No man is more teachable, 
or will more patiently accept instruction. 


But it 
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is no fault of mine that my colleague had not un- 
derstood that Lam opposed to this resolution. I 
have told him so several times. If he has not un- 
derstood distinctly that in no event will I consent 
to the inauguration of an emancipation policy in 
Kentucky by the Federal power, or give it my 
support, it is his fault, not mine. — y 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will remind the 
ventleman that, on a motion to postpone, it is not 
in order to discuss the merits of the question. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. Then I have to com- 
ylain of the Chair that it did not remind 4 col- 
league of that fact when hespoke about me. I beg, 
cherefore, to be heard on that point for a moment. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I do not 
understand that, by going into consultation on a 
creat measure, | bind myself to come to the same 
conclusion with that which may be arrived at by 
the majority consulting. If the contemplated 


consultation proposes to introduce a preliminary | 
resolution, declaring that all who participate in it | 


shall be bound by the conclusion arrived at, I shall 
not go into it at all; nor do | understand any ad- 
visory consultation to be based on that condi- 
tlon— 

Mr. MALLORY. With the leave of my col- 
league, L desire to interrupt him. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. I will be a little more 


eracious to my colleague than he was to me. 


Mr. MALLORY. If will say thatl paae ear? 


understood my colleague as being opposed to the 
inauguration of an emancipation party or policy 
in the State of Kentucky; but perhaps there is 
some question as to whether the passage of the res- 
olution by Congress is to be the inauguration of 
such a policy or of such a party in Kentucky. It 
was in reference to a question of that sort that I 
supposed my colleague’s mind was open to con- 
vicuon, and about which he was ready to delib- 
erate with the rest of us. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. Undoubtedly Iam open 


to conviction upon that point. I cannot consent 


to yield to the counsels of others on such a ques- | 


tion, when my own judgment does not lead me to 
the same conclusion to which my colleague seems 
uoWw disposed to come. 

Mr. MALLORY. My colleague has no right 
to infer any conclusion that 1 seem disposed to 
come to. I gave no indication as to what conclu- 
sion | was disposed to come. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. Well, sir, [ do not desire 
to discuss this question now on its merits, and I 
will abstain from discussing it. 


State, and I appeal to the House, if they have any 


consideration for me or for the people whom I rep- | 
resent, notto force a vote upon this resolution with- | 


out opportunity for discussion now or some other 
ume. I ask them to postpone it until Thursday, 
or whatever day they choose to name, or if the 


will not postpone it, not to force us to a vote until | 


there can be an opportunity for full discussion. 
Mr. BINGHAM. For myself, I am desirous 
of hearing the gentleman from Kentucky express 
his opinions fully upon this subject, and I hope 
he will have the opportunity of being heard. The 
object of those who desire that this motion to 


postpone shall not prevail, so far as I know it, is | 


not for the purpose of cutting off debate, but for 
the purpose of giving the fullest opportunity for 
debate within a reasonable time, but that no un- 


necessary delay should be allowed to prevent the | 


But, sir, this is | 
a question of vital interest to the people of my | 





prompt and final action of the House upon the | 


resolution. 


I understand the object of those who || 


desire the postponement of the resolution is that | 


they may have the opportunity for private con- 
stltation. Now, sir,if the House will permit me, 
| propose briefly to assign more fully my reasons 
why this resolution should not be postponed. 

| have called the attention of the House already 


to certain emphatic words of the President in com- | 


municating this resolution to us; and now I de- 
sire their attention still further to the language of 
the President. He says: 

“The Federal Government would find its highest inter- 


est in such a measure as one of the most efficient means 
ot self-preservation.”’ 


_If that be so, the House should not delay it. 
They owe it not only to the President but to the 


country to take up the resolution and consider it | 


atonce. If weighty considerations like these have 
induced the President to communicate this reso- 
lution to the House, there should be no unneces- 














|| sary delay in our final action upon it. I beg leave 


to read still further from the words of the Presi- 
dent touching this measure: 


* The leaders of the existing insurrection entertain the 
hope that this Government will ultimately be forced to ac 
knowledge the independence of some part of the disaffected 
region, and that all the slave States north of such part will 
then say, ‘the Union for which we have struggled being 
already gone, we now choose to go with the southern sec- 
tion.’ To deprive them of this hope substantially ends the 
rebellion; and the initiation of emancipation completely 
deprives them of it as to all the States initiating it.’ 


The “ initiation of emancipation”’ deprives the 
rebels of their hope, and substantially ends the 


rebellion. Memorable words, sir: the initiation of |! 


emancipation ends the rebellion. 
I submit to the House that, upon the showing 


of the President, if we are going to offer induce- | 


ments to any States still loyal to the Union, and | 
known as slave States, to ‘initiate emancipa- || 


tion,”’ it is high time that we should take up the 


proposition and dispose of it, in order to give those | 


States an opportunity to accept the offer or to re- 
ect it, 

Mr. WADSWORTH. Ifthe gentleman from 
Ohio will allow me, there is an assent from an- 
other tribunal besides this Congress to be given 
to this proposition before it can be carried into 
full operation. If you will not postpone this ques- 
tion here for a day, because time and the public 
necessities demand instant action, now, when the 


people of the several States to whom the propo- | 


sition is made shall come to also act upon it, as 
they must, how many hours will you graciously 


grant them to consider this remarkable proposi- | 


tion? 
exigencies. allow them to consider it? 
they will take as much time as they wish—too 
much for your haste. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I am free to say that they 


might have as much time for the consideration of 


this proposition as is compatible with the public | 


safety, and not a moment longer. 


Mr. WADSWORTH. How long is that? 


How long will your haste and the public | 


[ fancy | 
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everybody in the South in the term ‘ rebels,”’ as 
we only have some four millions of slaves in the 
South. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I beg pardon of the gentle- 
man; I do no such thing. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. This discussion is utterly irrele- 
vant to the subject of postponing this resolution, 

‘The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the ques- 
tion of order. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. I trust the House will 
not interrupt us in this little matter. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I certainly should like to 
hear what the gentleman has to say. 

Several Memsers objected. 

Mr. CRISFIELD. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Ohio, I desire to say that I shall 
vote for this motion to postpone, and | now only 
rise to say that in giving that vote no inference is 


| to be drawn as to the final vote I shall give on the 





Mr. BINGHAM. That depends entirely upon || 


circumstances. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. 
the opinion of the gentleman is. I think he is of 
opinion that the time has already past. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Ido not know how the gen- 
tleman knows my opinion upon that subject. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. I listened to the gen- 
tleman’s speech the other day, and I think he 
expressed in substance that opinion. 


Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman will pardon 


me, but I desire to say I have expressed no such 
opinion. 


The SPEAKER. 


of postponement. 
Mr. WADSWORTH. I am endeavoring to 


show that the object of pressing this resolution to 


The Chair is not able tosee | 
what this discussion has to do with the question | 


a vote now is not because we have no time to | 


if I remember correctly, expressed the opinion 


that this Congress should promulgate a decree of | 


universal emancipation, and at once. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman will pardon 
me. I said no such thing. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. I have not the gentle- 
man’s speech before me, but that is my recollec- 
tion of his idea. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman will find no 
such words in my speech. I did not therein ad- 
vocate any proposition for universal emancipa- 
tion, or for any emancipation of the slaves of loyal 
citizens with or without compensation. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. I did not say the gen- 
tleman did without compensation. He declared 
it the duty of Congress to proclaim the emanci- 
pation of four millions of slaves. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I said the four millions of 
slaves held by rebels. 


| spare. The gentleman in his speech the other day, | 


Mr. WADSWORTH. The gentleman said of | 


four millions of slaves, atleast. ** In ten days, by 
means of that human telegraph woven of the lacer- 


I think I know what || 





ated heart-strings of four millions of human be- || 


ings,’’ these slaves were to be set free, rise, and 
end the rebellion. 

Mr. BINGHAM. My proposition only had 
reference to slaves held by tebelos and I so ex- 
pressly declared more than once in my speech to 
which the gentleman refers. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. Well, then, slaves held 
by rebels. I suppose the gentleman includes 


| order. 


| resolution, 


resolution. 

The proposed measure is one to which under 
ordinary circumstances my State would naturally 
be opposed. It is due to the gravity of the pro- 


os measure, itis due to the President of the 


nited States, it is due to the two Houses of Con- 
gress, itis due to the country, that we should bring 
to it the calmest consideration and that we should 
give it the most thorough investigation of which 
we are capable. 

It is to enable me to give to it that careful con- 
sideration that I desire the subject postponed to 
some future day. And I trust that the gentlemen 
upon this floor who have much less feeling upon 
the subject, who have much less personal interest 
init,and whose constituencies are notso much t- 
terested in it as those whom I have the honor to 
represent, will concede to us that which we ask— 
time for calm, deliberate consideration. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. JI desire, Mr. 
Speaker, to say buta word. It has occurred to me 
that it was unfortunate to present this resolution 
just now and attempt to carry it through under 
the operation of the previous question. Lforesaw, 
as I thoughtat the moment, the result which has 
since manifested itself here. There has sprung 
up an antagonism to a proposition wlych I be- 
lieved then and I believe now would receive three 
fourths of the vote of the House if fairly and 
calmly considered, and our minds fixed upon some 
scheme by which it might be practically carried 
into effect. But the forcing of the question upon 
the House in this summary manner produces an- 
tagonisms which ina moment of excitement form 


| opposing parties that it will be difficult ever to get 


together. I thought, sir, that it was the object of 
the President to eschew party differences and par- 


| tisan excitement, and see whether we could not 


agree upon some proposition, adopt some policy 
upon which the country could harmonize with 
a view that at some future day we might eradicate 
the great evil which is now stinging and burning 
the very vitals of the Republic. It was not in- 
tended that there should be inaugurated by the 
Federal Government the policy which has been 
indicated by the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. WADSWORTH. I rise to a point of or- 
I have no objection to the subject being 
debated, but I want both sides heard. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 1 am in favor of 


|| postponing the further consideration of the sub- 


ject to another day, in order that the House may 
have full opportunity to arrive at a just and fuir 
conclusion as to the real scope and design of the 
It is not, as has been charged, our 
purpose, or the purpose of the Administration, to 
inaugurate on the partof the Federal Government 
in any of the States a scheme or measure of gen- 
eral emancipation of slaves. It is important that 
the subject should be postponed in order to show 
that there is no such thing in the recent message 
of the President of the United States or the reso- 
lution under consideration. We ought to have 
time, not only for consideration of this question 
ourselves, but in order that we may suenee some 
plan that will harmonize all sections, and most 
certainly and safely accomplish the beneficial pur- 
pose that we all have in view. 

The SPEAKER, It is not in order to discuss 
the merits of the resolution, 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. By carefully 


_ looking at the message of the President, it will be 
' seen that there is notan objectionable point in it, 


It is liberal and patriotic. 
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lam in favor of the postponem tof thi quecs- 
tion, | of what has occurred here to-day. 
a irit and purpose of this movement have 
im derstood, That ought to be put right. 
Members upon | th sides of the Chamber have 
own excited, and have not quite fairly, I think, 
looked atthe matter, because of the attempt made 
to he resolution through unde r the operation 
of t previous question. Let us have time in 
which to interchange our views. In eithtor ten 
days we will come to some conclusion by which 
wey be enabled to establish a conservative con- 


U policy, suchas that which has been indi- 
d by the President. We may, and I am surt 


twe wall adopt sucha measure as will meet with 


proval of the large majority of this Hou 


It suid by the gentleman from Indiana that hb 
nwilling to tax his people for the purpos of 
y the States, as indi at d by the Pre ident. 
sir, we must be careful that tl tax upon the 
~ tr | | hye rd l’or ! I would 
nyrea ) eway ret ler the aid Ure" ted by 
the Presider i | never would be in favor of Op- 
pre vi d burdensome taxation for that pur- 
po l ranch of the sabject certainly re 
quire consideration and reflection. A matter of 
t! impor ought to be fally and thoroughly 
CAN Se u omplishment of an obj ct so 
ot d and beneficial is worthy of the closest at- 
! mie | 


loughtto command thy most profound 
ot ¢ mery 


reasons, Mr. Speaker, Ido in- 

y hope that members will be allowed oppor 

to examine and reflect on the President’s 

mmendation. When the question shall be 

ed on the House for final action, then let that 

his rieht and just prey l think th it, un- 

a ' the circumstance S, itis due to ourselves to 

irsue this course, 1 hop the motion to post- 
mew 0 adopted, 

Vir. BINGHAM. T have but a few words more 
to y why the further consideration of this res- 
olution should not b postponed. I have already 
quoted to the Hlouse the President’s remarkable 
words, urging immediate action by Congress. I 
do not care to repeat again the words of the Pres- 
ident. I have alr idy read all that bore directly 

n this subject. I desire to say, however, that I 


view this matter in the same licht with the Pres- 


ident. 

it is proposed that there shall be a movement 
of gradual emancipation initiated by the different 
loyal slave States; for it is only such States that 
we can expect will entertain the proposition; and 
fam free to say that only such States are entitled 
to any such consideration; the rebel States are 
but organized mobs. If loyal slave States will 
but ‘initiate emancipation,” that measure will 
itself tend to destroy this rebellion. I believe if 
the Federal Goverament, in aspirit of generosity, 
in the name of all the people of the free States, 
were to state to Maryland, Kentucky, Delaware, 
and M@msouri that they were ready to go with 


them hand in hand in this matter of emancipation, | 
and to bear their just and full proportion of the | 


burden for whatever pecuniary sacrifice the loyal 


slave States may make for the general welfare of 


the Republic, believe that the loyal and patriotic | 


men of those States would be disposed to adopt 
this great measure of freedom, that this gvigzantic 
and wicked rebellion might speedily come to an 
‘ nd. 

The SPEAKER. The merits of the resolution 
are not open for discussion. 

Mr. BINGHAM. It seems to me that the bor- 
der slave States will not consider this question of 
emancipation as they should, until the proposition 
of pecuniary aid is presented to them by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. UWontil that is done 
we have no hope they willdo so. They are not 
ready, I fear, in these times of general destruction 
of property and of individual credit to initiate so 
important a measure without some aid from the 
General Government. 

Mr. Speaker, if we are going to aid these loyal 
slave States to initiate this beneficent measure of 
President, so declare ** at once;”’ lest, as the leneth- 
ening shadows around us seem to admonish, ** the 
night cemeth,’? when it will be too late. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Mr. Speaker, I want this 
matter placed where there can be some delibera- 
tion and discussion on it. My friend from Ohio 
{Mr. Bincuam] seems alarmed for the country 


f-preservation, we should, mn the words of the | 


just now. He thinks that we are foing to be 
served at Manassas as we were served there last 
July. May be he wants to get off. 

I understood my friend from New York to state 
that he had been instructed to call for the previous 
question on this resolution, ‘That would look as 
if the thing had been considered and settled upon 
the other side. If itis, then letitgo. I say let 
us go into the Committee of the Whole, where the 
President’s message now is, and there we can 
consider it. We ought to have time to discuss it, 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING,. The gentleman 
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from Kentucky states that I declared I had been 


instructed to call for the previous question. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Iso understood the gen- 
tleman. I may have misunderstood him. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I said no such 
thing—if the gentleman willallow me to say so. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Gentlemen around me 

1y that they also so understood you to declare. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. If any other 
rentleman misunderstood metl hope that the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky will allow me to state what 
I did say. I said that this subject had been re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, where every gentleman who did 
vote would have abundant opportunities to state 
his reasons for the vote he gave. On consultation 
with friends | had promised, on offering the reso- 
lution, to call for the previous quesuon. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. That is what I stated. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. My colleague 
states that the language I used was that I had 
agreed to call for the previous question, and not 
that I was Instructed to demand it. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Ido notthink that I didthe 
gentleman any great injustice in whatI said. I did 
not intend to do himany,atallevents. I amdis- 
posed to have this question discussed. I have my 
own opinion onit. That opinion may be changed, 
but not by such a commentator of the Constitution 
as the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Binenam.] I 
want to see whether there is a disposition to meet 
this question eumly and dispassionately, Ido not 
know whether itis in order for me to make the mo- 
tion, but I would like to have this question post- 
poned until after we have got through the tax bill, 
which is now before us and made a special order. 
I move that the resolution be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union for 
discussion and action there. 

The SPEAKER. That is not in order during 
the pendency of the motion to postpone, 
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March 10. 


Mr. DIVEN. All I desire is, that those » 


tlemen shall have time to consider the resolution 
in the light in which it is presented to them. : 
a measure of conciliation, as a measure to sae . 
fere with none of their rights, but as a m: asure 
which the whole country, rising above al] polit. 
ical considerations, and avoiding all constitutional 
quibbles and objections, may adopt. If they will 
use the time between now and Monday, or je. 
tween now and Thursday, in thus considerine 
with an honest desire to arrive at a proper oe 
clusion, I am satisfied that the resolution will coy. 
mend itself to every one of them as it does to me 
In the hope that it will thus commend itself 
them, not as partisans but as patriots—in 
hope that consideration of this question may |) 
had upon principles above all party organization; 
but for the good and for the pacification of th 
country, as designed by our distinguished Pres 
dent, I shall vote for the postponement, 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. I desire t 


say but a single word upon this question. I sha! 


as 


it 
uty 


vote for the postponement of the consider; tion of 
this resolution, not because I have any doylts 
about it myself; I intend to vote for it; but] think 


itis but justice to the gentlemen in this House who 
are situated very differently from gentlemen who 
represent northern States to give them the fullest 
opportunity for careful deliberation. I do not as- 
sent to the doctrine of the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Roscor Conk] that we should you 
and then deliberate, decide and then discuss. I yp- 
derstand that this is a deliberative body, and not 
merely a voting body; and I believe that if this 
firebrand, if | may so express myself, had notbeen 
thrown into the House in the motion for the pre- 
vious question, you would have had at least fiy: 
sixths of all the votes of this House in favor of th 
resolution; and I believe now, that upon a full 


| consideration of this question, we shall have at 


least as large a number as that. 


Mr. BIDDLE. Will the gentleman allow m 


|} a moment? 


Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. I have but 


a word more to say, and that is in reply to the 


Mr. OLIN. Lask the Clerk to read the follow- | 


ing dispatch, which has been received by the Navy 
Department. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 
Battimore, March 10. 
To Hon. Gipron Wettes, Secretary of the Navy: 
I arrived this morning, and will come on in the next 


(four o’clock) train. The enemy has abandoned his heavy | 
fortifications at St. Simons and Brunswick, Georgia. Fort | 


Clinch and Fernandina and St. Mary’s, Florida, are ours. 
Cc. H. DAVIS, 
Captain United States Navy. 


EMANCIPATION—AGAIN. 
Mr. DIVEN. Mr. Speaker, I care not whether 


this resolution be postponed until Thursday or 
until Monday next. 


I hailed it with great satisfaction; and I thought 
the disposition made of it by the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means in referring it to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union was the proper disposition to be made of it. 
It seems to me that that is still the proper disposi- 
tion to be made of it. Itis clear to my mind that 
it was never contemplated by the President that a 
measure which he declares in his message to be 
of great importance, should be passed under the 
previous question. Sir, 1 hailed the introduction 
of this resoluuion, coming as it did from the Exec- 
utive of the country, as a bow of hope and prom- 


ise. I hope that the postponement which gentle- | 
men who are more interested in it than any other || 


vart of the country desire will be granted; and I 
rope that gentlemen from the border States will, 


during the time that may be granted to them, de- || 
vote themselves carefully to its consideration. | 
They will find, if they do, that it proposes no In- | 


fringement apon their constitutional rights. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gen- 


tleman is discussing the merits of the proposition. 


j When the resolution came | 
here accompanied by the message of the President, | 





I 


gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Bineuam.] I know 
the President desires that we should consider this 
question at an early day, and I have the highest 
respect for the wishes and feelings of the Presi- 
dent upon this subject, but I do not understand, 
as gentlemen seem to intimate frequently on th 
floor of this House, that the House is to follow 
the beck of the President, or any member of the 
Administration. It has its duties to discharge as 
well as the President. This House is to initiate a 
policy, and not the President of the United States; 
it is to take the responsibility as well as the Pres- 
ident, and therefore it is to discuss and deliberat 
before it decides or votes. ThaPis all I desired 


Mr. BIDDLE. I will adda single word to what 
has so well been said by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts on the subject of postponement. | un- 
derstood the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Bixenam) 
to refer to the language of the President of th 


|} to say. 


| United States, as if he had, so to speak, called the 


previous question himself upon this resolution. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman will excuse 
me. I did not intend to communicate any such 
idea. 

Mr. BIDDLE. Iso understood him. There 
was some particular urgency which he derived 
from a criticism of the phraseology used by the 
President. That is what I mean to impute to him, 
and nothing more. I therefore beg, before he 
replies to me, if he thinks it worth while to do so, 


| to call his attention to the final sentence of the 


President’s message, in which he says: 

“In full view of my great responsibility to my God and 
to my country, I earnestly beg the attention of Congress 
and the people to the subject.” 

Now, this solemn language, in which he calls 
the attention of this Congress to the subject, cer- 
tainly does not imply a desire that the resolution 
should be hurried through without any attenuon 
being given to it or any deliberation upon tt. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I merely wish to say that l 
expressly declared that 1 did not object to giving 


it attention, or to there being debate upon it, !! 


gentlemen desired to discuss it. I objected to post- 
ponement, That was all. : 

Mr. ELIOT. I move the previous question on 
the motion to postpone. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Will the gentle- 
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